
With only two contested races, 
early voting turnout was soft
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Voting in 
Pittsboro and Goldston — 
Chatham’s only municipalities 
with off-year balloting — was 
light heading into Election Day 
on Tuesday, with fewer than 
500 voters taking advantage 
of  early voting, which ended 
Saturday.

Only two races, both on Pitts-

boro ballots, were contested 
this election cycle. Polls closed 
after the News + Record’s press 
time on Tuesday, but results 
in those races — for Pittsboro 

mayor and for two town com-
missioner seats — can be found 
at www.chathamnewsrecord.

IN THE 
KNOW

REMINDER: Daylight 
Saving Time ends at 2 a.m. 
Sunday. Turn clocks back!

Communities In Schools 
observes ‘Day of the 
Dead’ tradition. PAGE A6

Chatham commissioners 
hear update from climate 
change committee. PAGE A11

Bears tennis duo finishes 
as state runner-up; Knights 
headed to 1A semis. PAGE B1
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Chatham’s 
appetite for 
COVID-19 

vaccine waning
BY BILL HORNER III

News + Record Staff

One in 11 Chatham residents has contract-
ed COVID-19 during the course of  pandemic, 
but with tests for coronavirus now coming 
back positive at a rate of  about 3.5% inside 
the county — below the critical 5% threshold 
medical experts prefer to see — there’s a sug-
gestion the Delta wave is waning.

The leading voices in Chatham’s fight 
against coronavirus, however, say that sugges-
tion ignores one vital fact: despite unassail-
able data that COVID vaccines are effective, 
the appetite for them in Chatham County is 
nearly nil. 

Four months ago, on July 7, exactly 50% of  
Chatham’s population became at least partial-
ly vaccinated. Since then, that number hasn’t 
moved much: the percentage of  the partial-
ly vaccinated here crept up to just 55% by 
mid-September and has stayed at that number 
since. 

The number of  fully-vaccinated has nudged 
only incrementally in that time frame — from 
52% to 53%. But the percentage of  residents 18 
years and older vaccinated stayed flat during 
October: as of  today, 65% of  Chatham resi-
dents are partially vaccinated and 62% are 
fully vaccinated, rates that haven’t changed 
since mid-September.

Which means that 33,000 Chatham County 
residents — including children not yet eligible 
for it, of  course — have yet to receive a first 
dose of  one of  the readily-available COVID-19 
vaccines.

Given that the unvaccinated continue to 

See COVID, page A6

Second Northwood student 
dies following last week’s crash
BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

In anticipation of  Día de 
Muertos, or Day of  the Dead — a 
Mexican holiday celebrated in 
multiple Latin American coun-
tries in which the living honor the 
dead — Chatham’s Communities 
In Schools constructed an altar 
with prayer candles, sugar skulls 
and paper marigolds at its office in 
downtown Siler City. 

In the center of  the altar last 

Thursday stood one picture: 
Northwood High School junior 
Bryan Vilchis, who died in a car 
crash on Old Graham Road on Oct. 
23.

A week and a day following the 
crash, Northwood sophomore 
Desmond “Junior” Patterson — a 
16-year-old passenger of  Vilchis’ 
critically injured in the wreck — 
also succumbed to his injuries, 
Chatham County Schools said in a 
release Monday.

Vilchis, 18, played football his 

first two years at Northwood. Both 
Vilchis and Patterson were friends 
to many, community members 
said, and social workers and coun-
selors will be on-site to offer sup-
port to students and staff members 
the district said.

“This is an extremely painful 
time for our Northwood staff and 
students,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Anthony Jackson. “We grieve with 
Desmond’s and Bryan’s families 

‘AN EXTREMELY PAINFUL TIME’

Hispanic Liaison launches 
a second Latinx youth 

group at Seaforth
BY VICTORIA JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

Since its creation in late 2017, 
the Hispanic Liaison’s free 
year-round youth mentorship 
program, Orgullo Latinx Pride, 
has nearly always capped off at 
around 30 students at Jor-
dan-Matthews High School.

This year, however, the pro-
gram’s going through a growth 
spurt. 

Orgullo Latinx Pride, also 
called OLP, now serves 48 stu-
dents — and counting — at two 
high schools, J-M and Seaforth, 
on opposite sides of  Chatham 
County. In fact, group mem-
bership is now large enough 
— and spans a large enough 
distance — to drive the Liai-
son’s youth leadership pro-
gram manager, Selina Lopez, 

to look into securing a school 
bus to transport everyone.

“Oh my goodness, we’ll have 
our own Vehículo Hispano,” 
Lopez joked, referring to the 
Liaison’s name in Spanish, El 
Vínculo Hispano. 

“It’s been a journey, but 
I’m so happy,” she added. “… 
There’s growing interest in the 
group.” 

It’s all possible thanks to the 
memorandum of  understand-
ing that the Liaison entered 
into with Chatham County 
Schools in June to expand the 
programs and services both 
organizations provide Hispanic 
students. Besides granting the 
Liaison funding and increased 
access to CCS building, the 
agreement laid out plans for 

See NORTHWOOD, page A6

ELECTION 2021

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Candidates and supporters in Pittsboro’s contested races 
talk with each other early on Election Day in Pittsboro.

VOTE RESULTS
Polls closed after press time on Tuesday, but you 
can find results from Pittsboro's contested races at 
chathamnewsrecord.com and on our social media 
platforms.

See VOTING, page A3

See GROUP, page A3

Red Moose Brewing Co. focused 
on family and homemade brews

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Brandi 
Morris didn’t expect to come 
home from a family vacation 
last September to start a new 
business with her father, Dan-
ny Jenkins Jr. 

But during a trip to Bus-
ch Gardens last fall, Morris 
wanted to explore more than 
just roller coasters. She’s been 
brewing her own beer for a 
decade or so, and suggested 
the family explore breweries 
around the theme park in 
Virginia.

It was at one of  them her 
father turned to her, asking a 
fate-sealing question.

“He asked, ‘Do you think we 
can do this?’” Morris recalled. 

NEW BUSINESS OPENING

See BREWING, page A7

Staff photo by Victoria Johnson

A picture of 18-year-old Bryan Vilchis, who died in a car crash Oct. 23, at the Día de los Muertos 
altar made by Chatham’s Communities In Schools. 

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

Brandi Morris and her dad, Danny Jenkins Jr., stand in the 
Red Moose Brewing Company’s brew room. 
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with 
organizers prior to events.

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-
vation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the 
public. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is located in 
the basement and can be 
accessed through the far 
left door facing E. 3rd St. 
Parking is available at the 
100 block of  E. 3rd St. 

ON THE AGENDA
• The Chatham County 
Board of Education will 
meet at 5:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, Nov. 8, at the historic 
Chatham County Court-
house in Pittsboro.
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 
8, via Zoom.

OTHER
• The Chatham Arts 
Council’s Chatham 
Experience, Featuring 
JumpstART Artists is 
here! The event, spon-
sored by MOSAIC and 
Chatham Park, is being 
held in partnership with 
The Pittsboro Business 
Association and Main 
Street Pittsboro. It will 
take place on Nov. 7 as 
part of  Pittsboro First 
Sunday. Chatham Experi-
ence features local artists 
who were awarded the 
JumpstART grant. The 
Chatham Arts Council 
(CAC) is excited to help 
these artists bring their 
art to the public sphere in 
our public spaces.
• Sanford’s Railroad 
House Historical Asso-
ciation offers Fall Tour 
of  Edwin Patterson’s 
historic buildings and 
pocosin trail on Sunday, 
November 7, at 2 p.m. The 
buildings are located at 
Rosin Lane on highway 
U.S. Hwy. 421, approxi-
mately two miles east of  
the Seminole traffic light 
in Broadway. Signage 
will mark the entrance 
to the site on the day of  
the tour. Sixteen build-
ings from four counties, 
dating as early as 1772, 
are restored on the 
site. They include six 
log cabins and houses, 
barns, smoke houses, a 
corn crib, spring house, 
and tobacco barn. The 
tour will begin with a 
nature walk along the 
half-mile pocosin trail, or 
wetland, which features 
several large longleaf  
pines that were boxed 
for their turpentine gum 
and juniper trees in the 
pocosin as large as 88” in 
circumference. An elevat-
ed walking trail, built by 
Patterson, makes for easy 
access across the wetland 
area of  the hike. The 
tour will conclude with 
a walk to a restored tar 
kiln on the property that 
was fired about 1900 and 
utilized the longleaf  pine 
wood that was plentiful 
in the area. The public is 
invited to attend.
• Chatham County is seek-
ing individuals to apply for 
the Northeast Wastewa-
ter Study Commission. 
Service on committees 
is a way for interested 
residents to have a voice 
on issues of interest and 
make a difference in the 
community. Individuals 
must be a resident of Cha-

tham County to serve on 
advisory committees. The 
deadline to submit an ap-
plication to serve is Friday, 
November 5, at 5 p.m. In-
dividuals are invited to ap-
ply to this commission if  
they are interested in the 
future growth in north-
eastern Chatham County 
along the U.S. Hwy. 15-501 
corridor or have expertise 
in wastewater treatment. 
An online application to 
serve on the commission 
can be found at https://
seam.ly/GfxW8UcS. Appli-
cants may contact lindsay.
ray@chathamcountync.
gov or 919-545-8302 to get a 
printed application.
• The Reflections and a 
Dedication of Peaceful 
Pathways for Caregivers 
ceremony will take place 
on Wednesday, November 
10, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at 
Northeast District Park, 
5408 Big Woods Road, 
Chapel Hill. The ceremony 
will remember and honor 
those with Alzheimer’s 
disease, dementia, other 
chronic conditions, as 
well as their caregivers. 
The ceremony will also 
feature guest speaker, 
Teepa Snow. Seating will 
be limited at this event, 
and attendees are asked 
to please bring their own 
chairs if  they wish. Being 
able to interact with others 
is important in prevent-
ing caregiver burnout. A 
peaceful walk while taking 
in nature is a good stress 
reliever, especially for 
those who are caring for 
others. It is an honor to 
partner with the Council 
on Aging and NC Cooper-
ative Extension Service to 
provide an area at a park 
to allow caregivers a place 
outdoors to spend time 
with their loved ones. We 
hope to incorporate more 
of these peaceful pathways 
in other Chatham County 
parks.
• Plan ahead!! Enjoy a 
magical evening with Mr. 
& Mrs. Claus at the Annual 
Supper with Santa event. 
Organized by Siler City 
Parks and Recreation, the 
event will be held Friday, 
December 3, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Earl B. Fitts 
Community Center. Out of  
caution, the event will fea-
ture modified operations. 
Ticket holders will enjoy 
a special visit with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus and picture 
opportunities. Attendees 
will also receive a catered 
to-go dinner and a fun 
holiday craft-kit to take 
home and enjoy. Space is 
limited and pre-registered 
tickets are required to 

enter. Event tickets are on 
sale and will be available 
online at www.silercity.org 
or in City Hall (311 North 
Second Avenue, Siler City). 
Adult tickets are $10 and 
tickets for children age 12 
and younger are $5. The 
deadline to register is 
Friday, November 26, or 
until full. No tickets will 
be available on the day of  
the event. Face coverings 
are required for all guests, 
staff and volunteers inside 
the facility. Operations are 
subject to modifications to 
adhere to COVID-19 guide-
lines. For more informa-
tion, contact Daniel Spivey 
with the Siler City Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment at 919-742-2699, email 
recreation@silercity.org, 
or visit the Town website at 
www.silercity.org.

THURSDAY 
• Chatham County 
Libraries has announced 
that the Outdoor Story 
Time programs will con-
tinue through November 
29, with the following 
weekly schedule: Mon-
days at 10:30 a.m., Nat-
ural Chef  Café seating 
area on the C.C.C.C. Pitts-
boro Campus, adjacent 
to the Chatham Commu-
nity Library, Pittsboro 
-Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., 
Goldston Public Library 
lawn, Goldston - and Sat-
urdays at 10:30 a.m., Nat-
ural Chef  Café seating 
area on the C.C.C.C. Pitts-
boro Campus, adjacent to 
the Chatham Community 
Library. Story time is 
geared toward children 
who have not yet entered 
kindergarten (ages 2-5), 
but anyone is welcome to 
join in on the fun. Chil-
dren will hear stories, 
sing songs, and enjoy 
more activities. Story 
times will be offered rain 
or shine. Story Time will 
take a break during the 
month of  December.
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.
• Chatham CARES 
Community Pharma-
cy will host its annual 
Celebration of  Lights 
drive-through fundrais-
er on Dec. 4 at St. Julia 
Catholic Church in Siler 
City, from 6-7 p.m. Cele-

brate the season outdoors 
with a live band playing 
holiday favorites and a 
bilingual Christmas mes-
sage, all from the safety 
and comfort of  your own 
vehicle. Luminaries will 
be on display during the 
service, guiding vehicles 
along the drive-through 
holiday experience. The 
parking lot opens at 6 
p.m., and visitors can 
drive through to look at 
the luminaries, or stop 
for the brief  message. 
Admission to the event 
is free, and luminaries 
can be purchased for $10 
each. 100% of  the sale of  
luminaries will be used 
for prescription drug pur-
chases, which are then 
dispensed to patients 
through Chatham CARES 
Community Pharmacy. 
Purchase your luminar-
ies by calling Patricia at 
919-663-0177. If  you are 
purchasing luminaries in 
memory or in honor of  
someone and would like 
the name to be included 
in the program for the 
service, please do so by 
November 30.
• In recognition of  Native 
American Heritage 
Month, Chatham Com-
munity Library will host 
a virtual film screening 
of  Daughter of  a Lost 
Bird (2021) beginning 
Thursday, November 11 
and continuing through 
Thursday, November 
18. Access to the virtual 
screening will be avail-
able November 11 by vis-
iting: https://www.wmm.
com/virtual-screen-
ing-room/daughter-of-a-
lost-bird-watch-page-cha-
tham-community-library. 
A password is required 
at the time of  viewing. 
Those who are interest-
ed may contact social.
library@chathamlibrar-
ies.org to request the 
password or for addition-
al information.
• Chatham County’s 
250th anniversary cel-
ebrations will conclude 

with a grand finale 
fireworks display in 
downtown Siler City on 
Saturday, November 13, 
at 6:30 p.m. The conclud-
ing event for the county’s 
semiquincentennial is 
co-sponsored by Cha-
tham 250 and the Town of  
Siler City. 
• The Chatham Histor-
ical Museum is open 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday, 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. We will be following 
the governor’s directive 
on occupancy, masks, 
and social distancing. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
Museum is located in the 
historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the circle. 
More info at https://cha-
thamhistory.org.
• Second Bloom has 
started winter hours 
already.  Store hours 
are 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  
We are located at 630 
E. Street, Pittsboro, in 
the Food Lion Shopping 
Center. We are accept-
ing donations of  gently 
used men’s and women’s 
clothing and accessories. 
Credit cards are accept-
ed. All proceeds provide 
support for survivors of  
domestic violence and 
sexual assault and pro-
mote community educa-
tion in collaboration with 
Chatham County. 
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a 
JMACoronaConcert via 
Twitter featuring per-
formances submitted by 
JM students and faculty. 
Concerts can be viewed 
on its Twitter account @

JMArts and by using the 
hashtags #JMACoron-
aConcert performances 
and #JMACoronaCon-
cert program.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, Or-
ange and Alamance coun-
ties meets in Pittsboro 
and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 
919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of Chatham Mill, Pittsboro.

Scout News
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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SALE SPONSORED BY: SOUTH CHATHAM LIONS CLUB. PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT 
THE LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS. AVAILABLE ITEMS SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO AVAILABILITY OF PRODUCTS

LIONS CLUB 
TRUCKLOAD 
CHICKEN SALE!

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2021
5:30 PM UNTIL 8:00 PM

Truck Parked at Wilson Brothers
20412 NC HWY 902-Bear Creek, NC

FRESH
BONELESS

BREAST
10 LB. CASES 
$25 Each

($2.50/LB)

FRESH
BONELESS

THIGHS

FRESH
LEG

QUARTERS

FRESH
TENDERS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST•VERY LIMITED SUPPLY
Cash or Credit/Debit Cards • No Limit On Any Items • All Sales Final

10 LB. 
CASES 

$30 Each
($3.00/LB)

40 LB. CASES 
$25 Each

($.62/LB)

10 LB. CASES 
$20 Each

($2.00/LB)



the Liaison to assist the 
district in developing 
college support for Latinx 
students and in forming 
two strategic planning 
focus groups. 

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, the partnership 
also permitted the non-
profit to expand OLP to 
another high school and 
implement the program 
with school backing. 

According to Lopez, 
OLP provides students 
multiple pillars of  pivotal 
support: academic sup-
port, cultural education, 
mentorship, and even “a 
second little home.” Past 
and current OLP mem-
bers have told the News + 
Record that the program 
has helped them secure 
college scholarships — 
in some cases full-rides 
academically — empow-
ered them to raise their 
voices and inspired pride 
and confidence in their 
cultural identities. 

“I felt really out of  
place when I moved here 
(from Orange County),” 
J-M senior and OLP 
assistant representative 
Ashley Perez told the 
school board in June. She 
joined during her first 
year at J-M. “Now that 
I’m in this program, they 
made me realize that I am 
not alone. They deeply 
care about me and sup-
port me and are always 
there for me. I’m just so 
thankful for this opportu-
nity and I hope that in the 
future that the possibility 
of  this partnership will 
also help others (find) a 
new home, a family.”

Before, the program 

had been limited to 
Jordan-Matthews, where 
more than 60% of  the stu-
dent population identifies 
as Hispanic. This year, 
under the district’s direc-
tion, the Liaison brought 
the program to Seaforth 
High School on the out-
skirts of  Pittsboro in the 
county’s eastern side.

Seaforth has the 
third-highest percent of  
Hispanic students (19.1%) 
among CCS high schools, 
according to the district’s 
latest Ethnic Enrollment 
Report (from Sept. 21 
to Oct. 18). Northwood 
has the second highest 
— 19.5% of  its student 
population is Hispanic. 

“At the time we did 
the pull of  data, Seaforth 
was slated to have a 
higher number,” Aman-
da Moran, CCS’ assis-
tant superintendent of  
academic services and 
instructional support, 
told the News + Record. 
“As always, enrollments 
shift after the school year 
begins. We also have the 
Dual Language program 
at Seaforth, which means 
some Spanish-speaking 
students are attending 
a school outside of  their 
normal attendance zone 
and having the extra sup-
port we thought would be 
helpful.”

Space, too, was an 
issue at Northwood, she 
added, because the school 
did not have any extra 
meeting spaces or offices 
to offer the Liaison.

“So we decided Sea-
forth for that reason,” 
Moran said. “We have 
discussed ways that we 
can invite Northwood 
and Chatham Central 
High School students 
to events and possibly 

expand in the future to 
other schools.”

This year, 36 J-M 
students, plus 12 Seaforth 
students, have enrolled in 
OLP. Under the MOU, the 
program may serve up to 
60 students.

“The ultimate goal is to 
have 30 from each school 
once Seaforth gets 11th 
and 12th graders,” Lopez 
said.

She spent the first few 
months in both schools 
setting up lunch informa-
tion tables and recruiting 
new students — especial-
ly at Seaforth. She’s no 
longer accepting students 
this year from J-M, but 
she still has a few open 
slots for interested Sea-
forth students.

“I actually accepted 
more than my capacity,” 
she said. “Originally, it 
was 30 students from Jor-
dan-Matthews, but I ac-
cepted a couple of  more 
just because of  COVID, 
I could see the need in 
certain students, and so 

that’s why I increased the 
number, but yeah, J-M is 
pretty much pretty much 
filled — overflowing.”

That, Lopez added, 
is why the Liaison is 
scouring the county for 
a youth program assis-
tant. Under the MOU, the 
district agreed to provide 
the organization $50,000, 
to be funded for the first 
three years through Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
Emergency Education 
Relief  (ESSER) funds. 
Most of  that money will 
go toward funding a pro-
gram assistant’s salary.

“We’ve been doing a 
couple of  interviews,” 
Lopez said. “We haven’t 
found the right candi-
date quite yet, so we are 
still looking to fill that 
position ... So that’s a 
work in progress, but 
I’m hopeful that one day 
soon, we can fill that 
position just because it’s 
getting really busy. Well, 
I mean, originally, it’s 
been really busy, but now 
it’s, like, busier with two 
schools, so I feel like I’m 
just running around all 
the time.” 

After all, besides OLP 
activities after school, Lo-
pez has been carrying out 
various home visits for 
Seaforth’s Spanish-speak-
ing families — sometimes 
until 8 or 9 at night — as 
well as helping out with 
interpretation and trans-
lation at Seaforth during 
the school day. 

“They don’t have a 
bilingual receptionist or 
bilingual translator, so 
I’ve been working with 
the social worker and 
the counselor in terms 
of  trying to help them 
with Spanish-speaking 
families in that way,” 
she said. “But I’m only 
there once a week … they 
have other teachers, too, 
that are helping in that 
regard, but that’s a need 
that I see for Seaforth at 
least.”

That’s not the only 
challenge, though; 
because both schools are 
on opposite sides of  the 
county, transportation 
for nearly 50 students 

to off-school events has 
been hard — so is finding 
activities for both groups 
to do together.

“We’ve started just 
like initially with field 
trips and everything, but 
transportation is just 
such a big barrier,” Lopez 
said. “I think trying to 
navigate both sides of  
the county now is going 
to be a little challenging, 
but we’re hoping to really 
find some support in that 
area.”

Two weeks ago, both 
groups visited the North 
Carolina State Fair. 
They also volunteered 
at an event called “Boo 
at the Zoo” in Asheboro 
a few weekends ago, 
where they dressed up 
in costumes and handed 
out candy to visiting kids. 
Just last Friday, they 
also participated in Siler 
City’s “Fall-O-Ween” 
event.

Still, both groups have 
mostly been meeting 
separately: the J-M group 
meets on Wednesdays af-
ter school from 4 to 6 p.m. 
while the Seaforth group 
meets Fridays from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Ideally, 
though, Lopez said she’d 
like to identify a joint 
space for both groups to 
meet together at least 
once or twice a month. 

“I’m not sure if  that 
means either Seaforth 
students will come to 
J-M and we can meet in a 
classroom or vice versa, 
J-M going to Seaforth,” 
she said, adding with a 
laugh, “but yeah, we’re 
trying to still figure 
out the logistics of  that 
because it is a lot of  stu-
dents.”

So far, both she and 
Moran have received 
good feedback about the 
expanded services from 
OLP parents and stu-
dents, especially those 
from Seaforth. Because 
many Seaforth families 
live in the Chatham part 
of  Chapel Hill, Lopez 
said, they don’t often 
go to Siler City or know 
about the resources of-
fered to Spanish-speaking 
families within Chatham. 

During her home visits, 
she’s been spreading the 
word about the Liaison’s 
services, including OLP.

“They’re super happy 
to have this program at 
Seaforth. They feel really 
grateful that Seaforth 
was chosen for their 
students,” she said. “... I 
have two students from 
the Moncure area, and 
they were telling me how 
a lot of  the times they 
feel, like, kind of  left out, 
because there’s hardly 
any kind of  resources or 
agency in that area. So, 
(their mom) was happy to 
hear that a program like 
Orgullo Latinx Pride is 
at the school and offered 
transportation and 
everything for her child 
to be involved in. She 
says that it just meant a 
lot to her because a lot of  
times people forget about 
families in Moncure. So 
that was like, ‘Oh, that 
warmed my heart.’”

Empowering Span-
ish-speaking parents to 
provide that sort of  feed-
back and more is also on 
the horizon. Among other 
things, Lopez would like 
to facilitate two parent fo-
cus groups for the district 
once things settle down. 

“So, I’m hoping to 
really work on that as 
well when I get my new 
assistant and get a little 
bit more capacity,” she 
said. “I definitely want 
parents to be involved (in 
the schools), just because 
they have so much feed-
back, so much to offer. I 
think their experiences 
and their voices are so 
important for the school 
system to hear, so I’m 
excited about that.”

She’s even more excit-
ed to see how youth from 
two different sides of  the 
county get along, as well 
as what they learn from 
one another. 

“We’re getting there,” 
Lopez said. “I’m excited. 
I’m excited to see what 
even next year looks like 
for both schools.” 

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at 
victoria@chathamnr.com.
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In Goldston, where the 

candidates for mayor and three 
town commissioner seats — as 
well as the two seats on the 
Goldston Gulf  Sanitary Dis-
trict Board — were uncontest-
ed, voters trickled in slowly on 
Tuesday morning. Chief  Judge 
Lisa Gatens said just four 
residents had cast ballots by 9 
a.m., two and a half  hours after 
polls opened at 6:30. About 600 
voters were eligible to vote.

Gatens said the uncontest-
ed races in Goldston and the 
relatively small number of  
voters on the register there 
were likely the reason for the 
low turnout.

“We chat, we snack ... people 
are reading; we rotate duties, 
even though the duties are 
small,” she said when asked 
how she and the other judges 
would keep busy during the 
day.

Across the county, over at 
the Chatham County Agricul-
ture & Conference Center Pitts-
boro, most of  the candidates in 
the two contested races were 
there greeting voters in the 
early chill of  Tuesday morn-
ing.

Mayor Jim Nass and his 
challenger, former mayor Cin-
dy Perry, were both on hand 

campaigning and chatting with 
voters and supporters. Nass 
was seeking a second two-year 
term; Perry, who served from 
2015-19 and endorsed Nass 
two years ago, was seeking to 
regain the seat.

First-time candidate James 
Vose was also at the Ag Center; 
he was on the ballot with in-
cumbents Michael Fiocco and 
Pamela Baldwin for Pittsboro 
Town Commissioner. The top 
two vote-getters will earn four-
year terms.

Chatham Board of  Elections 
Director Pandora Paschal 
said 460 people voted early in 

person by the close of  early 
voting Saturday, while another 
34 mailed in ballots.

Nass said Tuesday morning 
he believed more people would 
come out to vote on Election 
Day rather than during early 
voting. 

“Some people like to vote 
on actual Election Day, and I 
think that is great because we 
just hope that everyone who is 
eligible to vote will do so,” he 
said. 

Perry, who spent a lot of  
time at the Ag Center during 
the early voting period, said 
traffic on Tuesday was higher 

than during early voting.
She said the slow turnout 

during early voting discour-
aged her for a variety of  
reasons. 

“There are issues on the table, 
and I felt that perhaps the low 
turnout was in the fact people 
did not have interest in those 
issues, and I don’t believe that 
is true,” she said. “I do think 
people are very intensely inter-
ested in these issues, and I am 
just very pleased that within the 
first hour this morning, we had 
about as many people as we had 
the first day of early voting.”

Fiocco said he’s typically 
seen more people show up on 
Election Day to vote rather 
than during the early voting 
period.

“There has been a really 
heavy turnout during the day,” 
he said. “That has been true in 
the past, but I think COVID has 
changed things in ways I don’t 
understand yet.”

Vose said he felt confident 
going into Election Day with 
the work he had done to pro-
mote his candidacy. 

“I feel like a lot of  early 
voters have given their vocal 
support, and that feels good 
going into today,” he said. “I 
feel like we’ve done out work, 
knocked on our doors and done 
the work needed.”

The Pittsboro races generat-
ed negative campaigning from 
local political action commit-

tees, including one mailer tar-
geting Fiocco and his position 
as a “Land Use Manager” for a 
development company. 

Fiocco said he hopes voters 
will see past the campaign ads 
and vote on what they believe 
is best for Pittsboro. 

“I know there has been some 
negative statements, and I hope 
people are able to discern be-
tween fact and fiction,” he said. 

Each of  the candidates said 
that win or lose, they believed 
it was important for residents 
to use their voices at the ballot 
box. Perry said local govern-
ment makes the most import-
ant and impactful decisions 
for the community in which 
people live. 

“The municipal election is 
the one closest to the people,” 
she said. “It has the greatest 
impact on our everyday lives.”

Vose said he wanted to use 
this election to help start a 
conversation about the impor-
tance of  residents voicing their 
concerns about issues that 
affect Pittsboro. 

“I want to see Pittsboro show 
up,” he said. “Whether it goes 
my way or not, I want to see the 
pot stirred up enough that peo-
ple are showing up, doing some 
research and casting votes that 
make sense to them.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com.

Orgullo Latinx 
Pride’s newest 
members, 
from Seaforth 
High School, 
pose together 
inside the 
school in 
September. 
Since then, 
the number 
of Seaforth 
students in 
the Hispanic 
Liaison’s 
youth 
program has 
doubled.
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GROUP
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At Goldston’s Municipal Center, Election Day turnout began 
slowly, with only four voters casting ballots by 9 a.m.



Trick or Treat benefits come in many forms
Halloween was a few days ago, 

and once again this year, no one 
came by our place 
to do the Trick or 
Treat thing.

Several possible 
reasons for this, I 
guess.

One is that by 
and large not as 
many folks do the 
Halloween thing 
as they used to.

Another likely 
reason could be 

that it’s not quite as big a deal in 
rural parts of  the land, such as the 
place where I hang my hat. Not 
having street lights makes it hard to 
get around in the dark.

And another is that a growing 
number of  churches and communi-
ties and schools are having Hallow-
een parties, “No Fright Night(s)” 
and “Trunk or Treat,” where little 
folks go by open car trunks and van 
rear ends to show off their costumes 
and pick up a piece or two or three 
of  candy.

Once we did the latter at the 
locale where I attended church and 
one little Smurfette had trouble 
figuring out that the pencil she 
received at one stop was in fact a 
pencil and not a sucker in disguise.

And yet another could be a 
growing number of  parents and 
guardians who are wary of  taking in 
“treats” from the general public. In 
recent years, stories have abounded 
about the number of  folks who do 
criminally insane things like put ant 
poison in brownies and razor blades 
in candy bars.

The evil ones who do that should 
be boiled in their own oil ... or at the 
very least be made to listen to Barry 
Manilow albums day and night.

Whatever the reason for all this, 
I miss the anticipation I once had 
both as child and adult — at least a 
biological adult — that came with 
trick or treating.

As a youngster it wasn’t hard for 
me to come up with a costume. By 
virtue of  the fact I had stayed often 
and long at my mama’s table I was 
not what you might call “tiny.” So 

if  I wanted to go out on Halloween 
every year as the circus big boy, my 
costume was already halfway there.

Coupled with that was the fact I 
went to the same homes I went to 
during the day — Allen and Hazel 
Money, Mal and Ruby White, Glenn 
and Elsie White, Wallace and Alma 
Farrell, and on down the Hanks 
Chapel Road. What they didn’t give 
me on Spook Night was readily 
available from them anytime I 
might “drop in” some other time in 
the daylight hours.

And the fact they obviously knew 
who I was — since I wasn’t all that 
big on makeup — didn’t hurt my 
haul.

As I got older, I morphed out of  
all the Halloween stuff. By the time 
I got to my late teen years I was 
already aware of  some scary stuff in 
real life, things like the local draft 
board and college exams.

However, when the two 40-some-
things who used to be teenagers 
who lived at my house were coming 
along in their younger days, their 
mother and I picked up the man-
tle for them. For a time we lived 
in Apex when it was still its own 
little town before it became Raleigh 
South and we knew the neighbor-
hoods and where to take our little 
ones. And early on I led them in 
discovering the sheer delight of  
sharing their candy with their 
father.

Later when we moved to D.C. — 
Deep Chatham — the street lights 
issue (see above) came into play. But 
on Halloween one year, when our 
two were at a function elsewhere, I 
did it up right.

The big black kettle that dou-
bled as a washing machine for my 
grandmother lived with us. We had 
a fairly long driveway from the 
road up to our house. A wide front 
porch provided the perfect place for 
rocking chairs and the dining room 
window that opened onto the porch 
was a perfect place for me to hide a 
stereo speaker.

As darkness settled, I started a 
fire under the pot where it sat on 
the yard and the dry ice in it gave 
off just the right amount of  white 

smoke. On the stereo was my album 
of  spooky sound effects and unusual 
 — shall we say — mood music and 
in a rocker on the edge of  the porch 
sat a large silent and stuffed dark 
figure.

Me.
As the day faded and the night 

came, a few little folks came by. 
Shirley was appropriately scared 
of  their outfits and gave them some 
goodies — and a hug since we knew 
them and they (and their folks) 
knew us.

As the night wore on, the supply 
of  goblins began to diminish and 
we were ready to pack it in ... until 
paydirt showed up. 

Out on the road at the edge of  
the driveway, a vehicle stopped. We 
knew who it was so there wasn’t go-
ing to be any liability with what was 
about to happen. The young lady in 
question, almost a teenager, came 
easing up the driveway, eyeing the 
smoking pot and listening intent-
ly to the sounds coming from the 
window.

About the time she approached 
the black pot, I stood up from my 
rocking chair seat and called her 
name.

I’m pretty sure she stopped a 
couple of  hundred yards down 
the road and later we did return 
her treat bag, saying we think she 
accidentally must have dropped it 
in our yard. And in time she did get 
her voice back after it healed from 
all the hollering and screaming she 
put it through.

That was the last time I expend-
ed such effort; it wore me out just 
getting ready.

But the candy ... well, it was worth 
it.

Pass the Snickers, please.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham 
County and retired long-time man-
aging editor of  the Chatham News/
Chatham Record, having written 
a weekly column for more than 
30 years. During most of  his time 
with the newspapers, he was also a 
bi-vocational pastor and today serves 
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the 
second time as pastor.

Some things are worth the wait 
When we’re young, it 

doesn’t take much to get 
us to 
smile. 

And 
not the 
forced, 
polite, 
friend-
ly 
smile, 
either. 
I’m 
talking 
about 

the involuntary grin 
that lights up a person’s 
face and connects with 
their eyes. The type of  
full-face beam a child 
doesn’t save or store up, 
but instead gives freely 
on Christmas morning 
and snacktime alike, 
along with showing off a 
new drawing or making 
a new friend.

As we get older, we’re 
often less generous with 
our smiles. A sad fact 
of  life: as our worlds get 
bigger and we find more 

things and people which 
are worth smiling over, 
the parts of  life which 
are hard, and ugly and 
sad, often change us into 
people who — with our 
consent or not — smile 
less freely, less dazzlingly.

The good news is that 
some moments still 
bring us childlike smiles 
— smiles so big and so 
genuine that they make 
the wait for the smile 

worth it. 
I was reminded of  this 

simple yet joyous fact at 
the long-awaited North 
Carolina State Fair. In the 
land where nothing can 
be finer, I was reminded 
that life is and should be 
fun. 

I went to the fair two 
Thursdays ago with my 
friend, Orlando, to report 
on the tasty fundraising 
efforts by the Pittsboro 

Kiwanis Club, and to 
gorge on too much fried 
food and wait in too-long 
lines. 

We decided to make 
the trip on a Thursday 
night after work, which, 
if  you’re an adult, you 
know is a bold move. 
That week, I’d also felt 
particularly stressed 
by life. I am a graduate 
student in addition to 
reporting full-time at the 
News + Record, and I’d 
been struggling to juggle 
both responsibilities as 
I anticipated upcoming 
finals. Additionally, re-
cent bouts of  depression 
and anxiety left me less 
energized than usual, 
and prone to coping by 
isolating and not making 
plans.

All that to say, even as 
we made plans to go to 
the fair, I was calculating 
the cost of  going on a 
work night: $20-plus on 
fair goodies, the possibili-
ty of  getting stuck in traf-

fic and waking up to work 
the next morning with a 
sugar hangover and too 
little sleep. The cost (as is 
often the case with work 
night outings, I’m afraid 
to say) was worth it.

I was reminded of  a few 
important lessons that 
night. That life is fun, 
even when it’s expensive. 
That clangorous noise 
and children screaming 
are sweet sounds when 
the clamor is coming 
from the joy of  strang-
ers all around you. That 
walking long distances in 
boots too tall for the occa-
sion is worth it to get the 
best fried dessert, even 
when it means blisters 
afterward.

Last year, the fair was 
canceled due to COVID-19 
precautions and still-de-
veloping guidance on 
what was required for a 
large gathering to be safe. 
This year, almost every-
one I talked to at the fair 
mentioned how happy 

they were to be back. I 
was, too.

When I walked beyond 
the fair entrance gates, 
I was cut off mid-sen-
tence by an unexpected 
surprise: an ear-to-ear 
grin. Somehow, in the 
longer-than-usual gap be-
tween state fairs, I’d cyni-
cally forgotten how much 
happiness the lights and 
food smells brought me. 
But in the moment, my 
cynicism didn’t matter. 
My face didn’t know that 
I had doubted the beauty 
of  the great fair, it only 
knew the small joy inex-
plicitly welling up within 
me wanted to express 
itself.

As the fair’s 2021 logo 
put it, some things — 
even smiles — are “worth 
the wait.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

To build a 
fort: comfort 
with strength
What are words of  comfort in a time of  trag-

edy?
On Oct. 23, two Northwood 

High School students suffered 
fatal injuries in a car acci-
dent. Bryan Vilchis was killed 
when his car hit a tree. He 
was known to make everyone 
laugh. The passenger in the 
car, Desmond Patterson, died 
after more than a week in crit-
ical condition in the hospital. 
He had the brightest smile 
anyone had ever seen.

I haven’t studied Latin since 
I was in high school, but I know that the root of  
“comfort” means “with strength.” In the word 
comfort, I see the word “fort.”

I wish I could have put a mighty fortress 
around Vilchis and Patterson that would have 
kept them safe on Oct. 23 so that today we could 
laugh and smile with both of  them. I wish I 
could protect all our kids. A caregiver has some 
measure of  control when they are younger.

But the terrible truth is that they grow up and 
go into the world in these speeding missiles we 
know as cars. We tell them to drive safely and 
slowly.

We have to allow them to drive away. Some do 
not drive home.

I joined my friends at Mt Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church for a prayer vigil last Sunday 
afternoon. They knew Patterson as “Junior.” He 
was a child of  that congregation. They knew his 
smile. 

Dozens of  students from Northwood High 
School had gathered at this vigil to mourn their 
classmates. I hope many received a measure of  
comfort in the familiar scriptures that echoed 
across the millennia and into Chatham County 
to promise that, though we cannot keep every-
one safe, we are not alone: “Comfort, comfort, O 
my people” (Isaiah 40:1).

I believe the strongest source of  comfort were 
the leaders of  Mt Zion. As waves of  fresh grief  
washed over the weeping students and fami-
lies, these wise and faithful men and women 
modeled how to build a fort for those who are 
grieving. 

Whether stepping up to the microphone to 
offer words of  solace or opening your arms for 
a hug, you cannot give any true comfort with-
out facing the real pain.

In the Christian tradition, we say that Christ 
died for us. This is our way of  praying for 
Vilchis, Patterson and all the kids who don’t 
arrive safely back home. The church teaches 
that the only way to make any sense of  the ter-
rible loss of  life is the illogical, fantastical and 
unprovable conviction that a long time ago a 
young Jewish kid with a bright future ahead of  
him had his life snuffed out like a candle. But 
his flame was relit. Death remains the awful 
truth. But not the final word.

This means that there is not only one Christ, 
but billions of  them, each suffering death to be 
born again. This is a hard comfort, for it does 
not magically take away the pain. It does not 
bring back the glowing smiles extinguished in 
the wreckage of  metal and glass.

Yet, the leaders of  Mt Zion told the mourners 
at the vigil: “We are all hurting. It’s good to cry. 
We are here for each of  you. We love you.” They 
were not under the illusion that they could take 
away the suffering. They were strong enough to 
face it and point beyond it. A light still shines in 
the darkness.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chap-
el in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection of  his columns 
for the Chatham News + Record titled “Hope 
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”
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Public conflicted on housing markets
As they witness rapidly 

escalating costs for building, 
buying, and 
maintaining 
homes, the 
vast major-
ity of  North 
Carolinians 
clearly want 
their leaders 
to do some-
thing about 
affordable 
housing.

What that 
something ought to be, however, 
remains far from clear.

In a recent Elon Universi-
ty survey, for example, 66% 
of  respondents agreed that 
North Carolina leaders should 
“allow the free market to deal 
with housing costs without 
government involvement.” At 
the same time, 61% of  respon-
dents said North Carolina 
should “increase government 
spending to support housing 
costs.”

A flat-out contradiction? Not 
necessarily. One can certain-
ly argue for an unrestricted 
market for building, buying, 
and selling houses while also 
arguing for a direct or indirect 
subsidy to low-income house-
holds to help them enter that 
market as renters or buyers. 
Indeed, these two policy 
approaches coexist in broad 
swaths of  our state and nation, 
especially in small towns and 
rural areas where housing and 
zoning codes are either flexible 
or nonexistent.

The contradictions creep 
in when the questions get 
more specific. For example, 
here’s another policy the 
Elon pollsters represented to 
respondents: “change zoning 
laws to allow more houses per 
acre.” Because zoning is one 
of  the main tools with which 
government restricts the 

housing market, you might 
expect public support for this 
option to be comparable to 
public support for a free-mar-
ket approach.

And you’d be wrong. Only 
40% of  North Carolinians 
support a looser approach to 
zoning, with 60% in opposition 
to it.

Looking at the subgroups of  
respondents, I was struck by 
the extent to which Democrats 
were reasonably consistent 
about this. Among North 
Carolina Democrats, 57% 
said we should allow the free 
market to deal with housing 
costs and 54% said we should 
change zoning laws to allow 
more houses per acre. Among 
Republicans, 77% favored 
fewer government restrictions 
on the free market in general 
but only 31% favored lighter 
government restrictions on 
houses per acre. Unaffiliat-
ed North Carolinians were 
almost as conflicted about this 
issue as Republicans were.

As a longtime advocate of  
deregulating North Caroli-
na’s housing market — which 
means, inevitably, allowing 
developers to offer a wide range 
of  housing options to willing 
consumers — I found the Elon 
results disappointing but not 
surprising.

Over the years, I’ve found 
that many folks otherwise 
friendly to free enterprise and 
hostile to government en-
croachment see zoning codes 
in a different light. In their 
version of  events, they enter a 
housing market already over-
laid by lot-size minimums and 
other rules. They make their 
choices accordingly, in good 
faith, opting for neighborhoods 
with more or less density based 
on their own preferences.

Then some pesky politi-
cian or greedy developer 

(or reckless free-market 
ideologue) comes along and 
threatens to pull the regulato-
ry rug out from under them. 
If  some of  the homes in the 
neighborhood get torn down 
and replaced by duplexes or 
triplexes, traffic will worsen. 
There’ll be more noise. The 
character of  the neighborhood 
could change.

I can understand these con-
cerns. Still, I find that I can’t 
reconcile them with a broader 
belief  that free markets and 
individual choices represent 
a better way of  solving prob-
lems than government dictates 
and central planning. Healthy, 
robust markets are always full 
of  dynamism and churn. New 
technologies can radically 
increase the availability or 
decrease the cost of  goods and 
services, but they often do so 
at a cost. It may take a while 
for workers skilled at shoo-
ing horses or growing hay to 
become skilled at riveting car 
panels or drilling oil. Or they 
may have to learn how to do 
something else, somewhere 
else.

In other words, markets 
are simply institutions for 
using prices to coordinate the 
varying and changing tastes of  
many different kinds of  people. 
If  a private developer brings 
new inventory to market that 
requires buyers voluntarily to 
restrict what structures can be 
placed on their property later 
on, so be it. But I don’t think 
governments should make 
such decisions. It’s a free-mar-
ket thing — I hope you under-
stand.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member and 
author of  the new novel “Moun-
tain Folk,” a historical fantasy 
set during the American Revolu-
tion (MountainFolkBook.com).

The Budget Reconciliation bill should include a 
pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants 

When I moved to the United 
States in 1989, I already spoke 
English fairly well — some-
thing that set me apart from 
many other immigrants. I 
moved to Chatham County in 
1991, and in my visits to Siler 
City, I would come across 
Latinxs who were struggling 
to communicate with pharma-
cists or read labels in the su-
permarkets. I would often offer 
to help interpret or translate.

Though my first language 
is Portuguese, I learned 
Spanish while living abroad. 
Those encounters left me with 
many questions about how 
Latinx immigrants found and 
decided to settle in this ru-
ral county where few people 
spoke Spanish. In 1995, I had 
the opportunity and support 
to start the Hispanic Liaison, 
known to our community as El 
Vínculo Hispano. The Liaison 
is a nonprofit advocacy and 
direct services organization. 
Soon, folks were seeking our 
help with issues from filing 
taxes to finding a doctor. Most 
recently, the pandemic led us 
to create a COVID-19 Commu-

nity Response Program to help 
our community access testing, 
vaccines and accurate infor-
mation.

I’m proud of  the work we 
do, but I also know that the 
challenges our community 
face would be far lessened if  
more immigrants had a path 
to legalization. Studies show 
that providing a pathway to 
citizenship for undocument-
ed immigrants in the United 
States would significantly 
boost their earning potential, 
their tax contributions and 
their English language skills. 
People would also be more 
likely to seek preventative 
healthcare, which would 
reduce the burden on all tax-
payers, including immigrants. 
Even without legal protec-
tions, North Carolina’s more 
than 300,000 undocumented 
immigrants fill essential 
roles in our community and 
economy, from healthcare 
to meatpacking to construc-
tion. That’s why I’m urging 
Congress to keep pushing for 
a budget reconciliation bill 
that provides these long-time 

American residents, including 
Dreamers and TPS holders, a 
permanent future here.

Over the last two decades, 
Chatham County has come to 
recognize the contributions of  
our growing Hispanic popu-
lation. Between 2010 and 2020, 
North Carolina alone gained 
318,000 new Hispanic residents. 
As a result, companies are now 
hiring more bilingual staff. In 
2018, Siler City began offering 
a higher salary base for police 
officers with Spanish-language 
skills, and in 2021, they extend-
ed this benefit to all bilingual 
town employees. The lack of  
legal status — or any way to 
obtain it — is leaving many in 
our community out in the cold 
and restricting our growth. 
According to one recent study, 
a pathway to legal residency 
for undocumented “essential 
workers,” Dreamers and TPS 
holders would boost our coun-
try’s GDP by $1.5 trillion and 
create 400,800 new jobs over 10 
years. 

This would also secure a 
vital workforce today. Busi-
nesses across North Carolina 

are struggling to hire workers. 
These labor shortages aren’t 
new. Take health care and 
construction, which both have 
high proportions of  immigrant 
workers in our state. For over 
40 years, we’ve made very little 
progress against a growing 
shortage of  health care work-
ers, especially in rural areas of  
the state. A 2021 report on the 
construction industry from the 
UNC School of  Government 
calls the shortfall “urgent,” 
noting the “aging workforce” 
has increased safety and quali-
ty concerns. Currently, 93% of  
North Carolina Dreamers and 
96% of  our TPS holders are 
employed, according to New 
American Economy. Their em-
ployers deserve more stability 
— and so do they. 

The DACA program, which 
President Barack Obama 
created in 2012, and TPS, which 
Congress created in 1990, were 
never meant to be permanent 
solutions. Immigrants in these 
groups live in limbo. They nev-
er know if  and when they may 
be torn away from their fami-
lies and deported, all because 

Congress has failed to act for 
decades. And yet, immigrants 
are fully integrated into our 
communities and our econo-
my. They are our neighbors, 
our employees and our fellow 
congregants. They wake up 
every day, just like you, go to 
work and send their children to 
school.

Providing permanent 
residency through the Budget 
Reconciliation bill is both right 
and necessary — certainly for 
the people who live in uncer-
tainty but also for the pros-
perity of  our state and nation. 
As the Hispanic population 
continues to grow, it’s time for 
us to embrace our neighbors 
and celebrate the diversity that 
makes us a strong and prosper-
ous nation.

Ilana Dubester is founder 
and executive director of  The 
Hispanic Liaison/El Vínculo 
Hispano, a nonprofit located in 
Siler City whose mission is to 
foster intercultural understand-
ing and to empower Hispanics 
to overcome the challenges they 
face.

Home from 
Afghanistan

Our man in Afghanistan is home.
But he is still covering Afghanistan for The New York 

Times.
David Zucchino, Pulitzer Prize win-

ning author of  “Wilmington’s Lie,” had 
a routine. He would spend several weeks 
in Afghanistan reporting on events there. 
Then he would come back to his home 
near Durham for a few weeks where he 
continued his work, writing and staying in 
touch by email and social media with Af-
ghan contacts. Then back to Afghanistan.

The Afghan travel has ended, at least 
for now, but he continues to communicate 

with sources there.
He is still writing for the Times. In an October 20 story in 

the paper headlined “Female judges in Afghanistan, now 
jobless and in hiding,” he wrote about a woman judge who 
had sentenced men to prison. Now released by the Taliban, 
the former prisoners are threatening to kill the judge. She 
has moved into hiding and is looking for a way to leave the 
country. Amazingly, Zucchino contacted a Taliban repre-
sentative, Bilal Karimi, a member of  the Taliban cultural 
commission. He “denied that the former judges and lawyers 
were at risk. He said they were covered by a general amnes-
ty for all Afghans who served the previous government.”

In a recent conversation Zucchino explained how he 
works. “It’s not the ideal way to do a story, not the way I 
would choose, but this is the hand I’ve been dealt. I’m trying 
to do it from afar, by WhatsApp messages, by text, and by 
phone.”

About the woman judge, Zucchino told me, “I did that 
story by WhatsApp, texts, and phone interviews. It’s all long 
distance. I mean, ideally I would have been in Kabul and 
gone around to see them. So, I do the best I can do.”

I asked Zucchino if  he knew the Taliban were going to 
take over. He told me that he knew earlier because in one 
province where he visited “the Afghanistan military was 
completely cut off. They’d been abandoned by the govern-
ment and they [the Taliban] just went to them and said, 
‘Hey, if  you want to live, just come on out and give us your 
weapons. We won’t kill you. In fact, we’ll give you some 
money and send you home.’

“Thousands of  soldiers and police took it. They said, 
‘Yeah, I’m not fighting for this government that sold me out. 
They abandoned me.’

“And I wrote about that in June. So I knew from that 
there would be a collapse. I never thought it would be by Au-
gust. I thought it would play out for many months. It really 
surprised me. And I think everybody else, I don’t think any-
body had any idea that would happen that fast, but once it 
happened, it really just started rolling. And all these people 
started surrendering.“

I asked Zucchino if  the Taliban would be able to set up a 
working government.

“Well,” he said, “so far they’ve given no indication that 
they can transition from being an insurgent group to being 
a functioning government. I wouldn’t say it’s easy to be an 
insurgent, but it’s a lot less complicated. It’s a very clear, 
clear goal, and there’s a way to go about it. But once you 
get in charge, you’re responsible, for everything. I mean, 
they can’t keep the electricity on, they can’t keep the lights 
on, they can’t provide any security. There’ve been all these 
attacks by ISIS, particularly on Hazara [an ethnic minority 
that was targeted by the previous Taliban regime] which is 
being persecuted again.”

What about ISIS? Zucchino said they are already a 
problem for the Taliban. “They’ve killed Taliban fighters 
at checkpoints. So, ISIS has become the insurgency and the 
Taliban, which was very successful as an insurgency” has 
yet to show that it can deal with other disruptors.

 “You would think,” Zucchino said, “they’d be successful 
at combating an insurgency. They have not been. The secu-
rity is just as bad as ever.”

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,” at 11 a.m. 
Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The program also 
airs on the North Carolina Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and 
other times.
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CIS celebrates Day of the Dead
BY VICTORIA JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Inside Com-
munities In Schools’ downtown 
office, a richly decorated skull 
smiles up at you from the first 
level of  a three-step altar in 
front of  the office’s window.

Made from sugar, the skull 
sports colorful designs drawn 
in icing and markers; shim-
mering golden paper fills its 
eye sockets. A row of  tiny 
flowers — orange, blue, yellow 
and pink — curve around its 
forehead; green, orange and 
purple beads of  icing trace its 
chin. Both frame two parts of  
one message: “Toda tu familia 
te extraña (Your entire family 
misses you).”

“My brother passed three 
years ago, and so this (the 
skull) is in his honor,” said CIS’ 
Maria Soto, who built the altar. 
She’s the organization’s Family 
Advocate. “... You make a sugar 
skull and put the name of  your 
loved one (on it) because it’s 
to celebrate life, you know, not 
death. We celebrate when they 
were alive.”

It’s one of  many sugar 
skulls placed around the altar. 
Some are large. Others might 
fit in your palm. Surrounded 
by prayer candles and paper 
marigolds, some aren’t made 
out of  sugar but plastic or even 
marshmallows. Each rep-
resents a crucial piece — and 
carries a powerful message — 
when it comes to celebrating 
Day of the Dead, a two-day 
Mexican holiday in which fami-
lies and communities celebrate 
and welcome back the souls of  
their deceased loved ones. 

Families and communities 
remember children on Nov. 1 
and adults on Nov. 2. 

“In Mexico in general, there 
are parades and big altars, a lot 
of  flowers,” Soto said. “Peo-

ple go to the cemetery, bring 
mariachis and food and eat 
there, visit their loved ones — 
because that’s the belief, that 
they come to visit you. You 
know, like the (Disney) movie, 
‘Coco,’ it’s about the tradition. 
There are some things that are 
not exactly right (in the mov-
ie), but it’s pretty close to the 
traditions of  the altar.”

As part of  the tradition, fam-
ilies across Mexico and parts 
of  Latin America construct 
altars with items rich in sym-
bolic meaning. While sugar 
skulls are representations of  
deceased loved ones, an arch 
often fixed above the altar rep-
resents the passage between 
life and death. Fire (in candles) 
symbolizes love for deceased 
relatives and also provides 
their souls guiding lights to 
return. The fragrance of  bright 
yellow or orange marigolds, 
called cempazuchitl in Nahuatl 
or flores de muerto in Spanish, 
has been said to attract souls to 
the altars. 

“You should put food in the 

altar, you know, like bread or 
tamales, atole, fruit, whatever 
your loved one loved the most, 
because the belief  is that they 
come visit you and that you 
have their favorite dish,” Soto 
said. “And sometimes people 
put like whiskey or you know, 
like cigars or cigarettes or 
whatever (if) the people, they 
were always smoking — just the 
way that you remember them.”

At CIS, celebrating Day of  
the Dead has become some-
thing of  an office tradition. 
This year’s celebration marks 
the fifth time the nonprofit has 
observed the holiday — but 
they hadn’t always celebrated 
the occasion inside their office. 
Before the pandemic, Soto said, 
she used to set up the altar just 
a few doors down in Pepper-
corn, which has since closed.

“It was a great space,” she 
said, “so we were able to put a 
big altar and you know, a little 
bit more of  the traditional 
way.”

This year’s celebration also 
marks the first time CIS has 

celebrated Day of  the Dead to-
gether since 2019. Staff consid-
ered trying to reserve space in 
the N.C. Arts Incubator, across 
the street, for the altar, but 
as COVID-19 cases rose, they 
ultimately decided it wasn’t yet 
safe to hold a celebration. 

With vaccines widely avail-
able and cases in Chatham 
trending down, this year’s a bit 
of  a different story.

“Not to lose the tradition, I 
told Tych [Cowdin, CIS’ execu-
tive director], I was like, ‘How 
about if  I just do something 
here?’” Soto said, laughing. “ ... 
At least a little altar so that we 
don’t lose this tradition.”

Staff, plus the families and 
students they work with, make 
all the altar decorations by 
hand, especially the sugar 
skulls and flowers. Many on 
display this year, Soto said, had 
originally been made by youth 
and families who’d been in CIS’ 
program about three years ago.

“Each one of  those sugar 
skulls was made by a kid, each 
one of  them, so there are some 
that look pretty good. There 
are others that look … ,” Soto 

trailed off, laughing. “I think 
the youngest kid that partici-
pated was like 6 or 7 years old, 
so it’s their creation, but ... 
each one of  them is different, 
unique, because it’s created by 
the kid or the parent. It was a 
family activity.”

After making the altar, CIS 
holds a celebration around it. 

“We invite friends and family 
to bring pictures of  their loved 
ones,” she said, adding that 
this year, 

At the top of  this year’s altar 
sits a photo of  Bryan Vilchis, a 
Northwood junior who died in 
a car crash on Oct. 23. 

“He was part of  the family 
advocacy program about four 
years ago,” Soto recalled. “So I 
knew him very well, the family, 
his mom, and so that’s why 
we’re doing this in his honor. 
Every year, unfortunately, 
there’s somebody close to us 
that loses their loved one and 
so we dedicate each year to 
that person.” 

Reporter Victoria Johnson can 
be reached at victoria@cha-
thamnr.com.

and mourn their loss.”
Vilchis was driving at least 90 miles 

per hour, the N.C. Highway Patrol told 
the News + Record, when his car ran off 
Old Graham Road, crossed the center 
line and then overcorrected and hit a 
tree — at a speed over 80 mph. 

Patterson was in critical condition 
following the crash and treated at UNC 
Hospitals, where his family said he 
suffered two strokes and underwent 
several operations. Vilchis died at the 
scene of  the accident; the final report 
for the crash from the Highway Patrol 
was not posted at the time of  publica-
tion.

A GoFundMe page launched to help 

cover Vilchis’ funeral expenses and oth-
er costs had raised $13,800 of  a $15,000 
goal by Tuesday evening. The page can 
be found at shorturl.at/xyBQ1. 

Patterson’s brother, Tauvaris 
Barrett, also started a GoFundMe 
page for Patterson in anticipation 
of  large medical bills. Nearly $7,000 
of  the page’s original $15,000 goal 
was raised by early last week; the 
goal was increased to $40,000 and by 
Tuesday morning, more than $27,000 
was raised. You can view the page at 
shorturl.at/oyGQ5. 

“It would mean so much to Des and 
our family if  you can contribute what-
ever you can to Des’ medical expenses,” 
Barrett wrote on the page before Pat-
terson died. “Please continue to send 
positive energy into the universe and 
keep Des in your prayers for a speedy 

recovery. All we can do is remain hope-
ful and leave it with God’s will. Thank 
you so much for taking the time to read 
this and think about Desmond and our 
family.”

A prayer vigil for Patterson was held 
by Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
and Chapel of  the Pines Presbyterian 
Church on Sunday, under the oak trees 
at Mt. Zion.

“Our hearts go out to Desmond’s 
and Bryan’s families,” Northwood 
Principal Bradford Walston said. “For 
both the students and staff who knew 
them personally or who have after 
this tragedy come to know the kind of  
young men they were, this has taken a 
heavy toll. We want our students and 
their families to know that we are here 
for them and will continue to provide 
whatever support our students need as 

they grieve.”
By last Monday, two days after the 

wreck, a memorial adorned with 
flowers, crosses and a teddy bear was 
erected at the site of  the crash, where 
friends and loved ones visited through-
out last week to pay their respects.

Friends and community members 
also left notes honoring Patterson 
and Vilchis on their GoFundMe 
pages.

“I love Desmond and his family,” one 
poster said of  Patterson. “I’m going to 
help them in any way that I can.”

“RIP Bryan,” another donor said of  
Vilchis. “You were such a sweet & car-
ing person. We will miss you.” 

Reporter Hannah McClellan can be 
reached at hannah@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @HannerMcClellan.

make up most of  the sick 
in Chatham County, and 
with data continuing to 
show that most COVID 
cases can be traced 
back to exposure by an 
unvaccinated individual 
who’s spread the virus in 
a small cluster — it’s not 
surprising county health 
leaders remain frustrat-
ed.

“Simply put, the case 
rate and positivity rate do 
not change the impor-
tance of  getting vacci-
nated,” said Chatham 
County Public Health 
Department Director 
Mike Zelek. “The stagna-
tion in vaccination rates 
has been a frustration for 
many of  us. The COVID 
vaccine is widely avail-
able. On an individual 
level, getting vaccinated 
is for most a ticket out 
of  the hospital. On a 
population level, it is 
what is needed to end the 
pandemic.”

Through early this 
week — a week which 
saw the world’s death 
count from COVID top 
5 million — there have 
been nearly 6,800 cases of  
the virus reported among 
Chatham residents and 
91 local deaths. Across 
the state, the percentage 
of  residents partially 
vaccinated has risen to 
59%, with 55% fully vac-
cinated.

More than a quarter — 
27% — of  COVID cases 
in Chatham have been 
diagnosed in residents 

aged 24 or under. 
Eric Wolak, the COO 

and chief  nursing officer 
at Chatham Hospital, 
told the News + Record a 
“realistic expectation” for 
vaccination rates in the 
county is a high percent-
age.

“Honestly, there is no 
reason why it shouldn’t 
be more than 90%,” he 
said. “Accurate infor-
mation is available to 
everyone, as are the 
vaccines. While we are 
seeing positive trends 
so far, if  such a large 
amount of  the pop-
ulation continues to 
remain unvaccinated, 
then there is a strong 
likelihood that positivi-
ty rates will increase — 
as will hospitalizations, 
and mortality.”

The pandemic is still 
here and “is not going 
anywhere soon,” accord-
ing to Wolak — and that’s 
because so many eligible 
residents have allowed 
misinformation and 
ungrounded skepticism 
to convince them they’re 
OK without what they 
describe with contempt 
as “the jab.”

“North Carolina is 
in the bottom half  of  
states in terms of  vacci-
nation status,” he said. 
“Right now only 70% of  
our eligible population 

have received at least 
one dose of  a COVID 
vaccine. That is not 
near enough to gen-
erate herd immunity. 
So while our rates are 
currently dropping, 
they are not where they 
need to be. And with 
such a high number of  
unvaccinated people in 
our state, there remains 
a real risk of  another 
spike in cases, hospital-
izations, and deaths.”

Dr. Andy Hannapel, 
Chatham Hospital’s chief  
medical officer, pointed 
to the fact that North 
Carolina is still averaging 
more than 40 deaths a day 
from COVID — the vast 
majority of  those among 
the unvaccinated.

“Those of  us who can 
take the vaccine need to 
step up and get vaccinat-
ed to protect our neigh-
bors, family members, 
the more vulnerable 
in our population, our 
children and ourselves,” 
he said. “The time is now, 
not when you are sick 
with COVID and in the 
hospital.”

If you’ve had COVID?
And what about those 

who’ve had COVID and 
survived with minimal 
symptoms? Doesn’t nat-
ural immunity make it 
unnecessary for them to 

get vaccinated?
The answer: absolutely 

not.
You still need to get 

vaccinated if  you’ve had 
COVID, Wolak said.

“Having COVID does 
not protect you from 
getting COVID again, 
especially a different 
variant,” he said. “Per-
haps more importantly, if  
you do get infected again, 
then you are risking 
transmitting that virus 
to someone who may get 
very sick from it.”

The health depart-
ment’s Zelek agreed the 
vaccination adds pro-
tection even if  you have 
been infected. He pointed 
to a Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
study which said “unvac-
cinated individuals are 
more than twice as likely 
to be reinfected with 
COVID-19 than those who 
were fully vaccinated 
after initially contracting 
the virus.”

Another CDC report, 
published over the 
weekend, said evidence 
demonstrated that both 
fully vaccinated individu-
als and those previously 
infected with COVID-19 
have a “low risk” of  
additional infection for 
at least six months — but 
“substantial immuno-
logic evidence” indicated 
that becoming vaccinated 
after an infection “signifi-
cantly enhances protec-
tion and further reduces 
risk of  reinfection.”

“The guidance on this 
is clear,” Zelek said. “All 
who are eligible should 
get vaccinated.”

Wolak said the anti-
bodies generated from 
vaccines protect us from 
the worst impact of  the 
virus if  we contract it in 
the future.

“The development of  
antibodies this way helps 
provide herd immunity 
without people getting 
sick from the disease,” he 
said.

Hannapel added that 
we don’t yet know “at 
what minimum level of  
antibodies — called an 
antibody titer — in your 
blood are you protected.”

But we do know the 
effect of  becoming fully 
vaccinated.

“When you are fully 
vaccinated, your risk 
of  hospitalization, ICU 
admission, being placed 
on a ventilator or death 
is significantly less,” he 
said.

Zelek poses the ques-
tion: why not do all you 
can to reduce your risk?

“Vaccination is ben-
eficial even if  you have 
been infected and if  you 
have been through a 
case of  COVID once,” 
he said. “We heard this 
from many who had been 
infected and came to get 
vaccinated. They were ea-
ger to get the vaccine and 
not go through a serious 
case again.”

And Wolak pointed to 
the issue of  spread as an-
other reason — whether 
you’ve had COVID or not 
— to get the vaccine.

“We know people can 
get it again even if  some-
one has had it before, 
especially if  they are ex-
posed to a new/different 

variant,” he said. “More 
importantly, not getting 
vaccinated, regardless of  
having the virus in the 
past, puts us at greater 
risk of  a more infectious 
and harmful variant in 
the future. Additionally, 
even if  someone has had 
it before and have some 
form of  protection from 
that previous infection, 
they still risk passing the 
virus on to someone who 
could get very, very sick 
from it.”

Hannapel, who’s spo-
ken openly about hear-
ing severely ill COVID 
patients express regret 
over not getting vaccinat-
ed while struggling for 
breath, encouraged the 
unvaccinated by saying: 
“Don’t gamble with your 
life.”

Between 10% and 
30% of  COVID survi-
vors suffer from “long 
COVID,” he said, exhibit-
ing persistent symptoms 
that “greatly affect their 
well-being.” In addition, 
the diminished health-
care workforce — due in 
large part to the pandem-
ic — adds another level of  
concern.

“That limits our abil-
ity to care for patients 
in the hospital,” Han-
napel said. “Nurses are 
leaving for non-hospital 
nursing positions, doing 
travel nursing to in-
crease their pay, retiring 
or plain out exhausted 
by the pandemic and 
all the affect it has had 
in caring for all of  our 
patients. It is happening 
in our state and in Cha-
tham County.”

On an individual level, getting vaccinated 
is for most a ticket out of the hospital. On 
a population level, it is what is needed to 
end the pandemic.

MIKE ZELEK, Chatham County Public Health Depart-
ment director
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Staff photo by Victoria Johnson

Communities In Schools’ Maria Soto stands next to the Day 
of the Dead altar she constructed inside the nonprofit’s Siler 
City office. Day of the Dead, or Día de Muertos in Spanish, 
is a Mexican and Latin American holiday that honors and 
remembers deceased loved ones.

Staff photo by Victoria Johnson

Maria Soto designed this sugar skull in honor of her brother, 
who passed away about three years ago, on her Day of 
the Dead altar inside CIS’ Siler City office. Sugar skulls 
represent deceased loved ones.
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“And I said yes.”
The idea of  having a fami-

ly-run brewery had been one 
floated around by Morris and 
Jenkins for a few years, but 
after Jenkins retired from the 
N.C. Highway Patrol in March 
2020, he decided it was time to 
pursue that dream. 

“I sat at home for almost all 
of  2020, trying to figure out 
what to do next,” Jenkins said. 
“After Busch Gardens, we part-
ed each other’s company, and 
I called [Morris] by the time I 
hit the North Carolina line and 
said, ‘We were going to open a 
brewery.’”

A year ago this week, the 
duo signed a lease on a former 
karate studio on East Street 
in Downtown Pittsboro. From 
there, the father-daughter 
team has gone on to renovate 
the old dojo into a place where 
people can unwind with one of  
Morris’ unique brews. 

They decided to name their 
business Red Moose Brewing 
Company after Jenkins’ red 

hair and his son-in-law’s nick-
name, Moose. 

“A lot of  people we know 
who have opened breweries 
said the hardest part was pick-
ing out a name,” Morris said. 
“We never argued about the 
name. Everybody liked it.”

The brewery’s taproom 
is covered in hardwood and 
moose-themed decor. The ta-
bles are handmade from slabs 
of  tree wood Jenkins found 
from Charles Hollins Wood 
Mill in Chatham County. He, 
Morris and his other children 
sanded, stained and sealed all 
of  the table surfaces, including 
the actual bar. 

“Each different table in here, 
we made each of  these togeth-
er,” Jenkins said. “It took a 
long, long time to get these 
done.”

The theme of  family is 
built into the decor of  the Red 
Moose’s taproom. With tin 
from Jenkins’ dad’s home, a 
piece of  wood from Morris’ 
“Pa-Pa” being turned into a 
table for kids to sit at and play 
together and the American and 
North Carolina flags Jenkins 
received when he retired from 

law enforcement, the brewery 
is filled with generational pride 
from both owners into the proj-
ect they created together. 

Family-friendly is also what 
Jenkins and Morris want to 
enforce in their business, from 
the chalkboard walls where 
kids can draw to their hearts’ 
content to the various games 
the duo have collected for the 
bar.

And there’s even a custom 
rocking chair made to look like 
a red moose. 

Red Moose Brewing also has 
an outdoor patio where people 
can sit outside and enjoy a beer 
or even play a game of  corn 
hole with friends and family. 

“We knew that with me being 
a father and a grandfather and 
Brandi having her first child 
and wanting to have more, we 
did not want this to be a honky 
tonk or a rough place,” he said. 
“We want it to be very welcom-
ing and inviting so all kinds of  
people would feel cool coming 
here and bringing their kids or 
dogs.”

When it opens, Red Moose 
will have 12 brews on tap. All 
of  the Red Moose’s beers will 

be brewed in house, and the 
taproom will also feature one 
or two other choices on tap 
from other breweries.

Right now, the brew sys-
tem in Red Moose allows for 
smaller batches to be made, but 
Morris hopes in the next few 
years the business can expand 
into a bigger space.

“Our hope is we will be 
here for a while, and we will 
outgrow this, and this can be 
our pilot system and taproom,” 
she said. “We want to keep this 
as a taproom and build a bigger 
facility to brew out of.”

Many Red Moose beers fea-
ture ingredients sourced from 
other businesses in Chatham 
County, according to Morris — 
including coffee, fresh vegeta-
bles, fruits and more. 

“We’ve done a test batch that 
has roasted pumpkin from the 
Local Roots Market and coffee 
from Aromatic Roasters,” Mor-
ris said. “We’re trying to be 
very seasonal with it and sup-
port other local businesses.”

Red Moose aims to be a place 
where people from all walks 
of  life can come together and 
spend time together in a place 

that “feels like home,” accord-
ing to Jenkins. 

“We’ve had people from so 
many backgrounds come in 
and they say, ‘Man, I feel like I 
am at home,’” he said. 

Jenkins and Morris want 
the business to be something 
they can keep in their family 
for generations — because for 
them, family is the best part of  
Red Moose Brewing Company. 

“For me, it was being able to 
pass down some generational 
wealth, as well as something 
that is fun,” Jenkins said.

Morris also wanted to leave 
something for her siblings and 
children, as well as give some-
thing back to the community 
she spent her life in. 

“I want to leave something 
for my younger sisters and my 
daughter,” Morris said. “All of  
this is also for the town I grew 
up in, where new people are 
moving in everyday, but there 
are people who have been here 
forever.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
MISSIONS GROUP

The Rodgers Missions group of  
First Baptist Church, Siler City, is 
partnering with First United Meth-
odist Church of  Siler City to host a 
fall food drive benefitting the West 
Chatham Food Bank.

Please consider contributing to this 
joint food drive. Donations will be 
accepted at both Church offices until 
Sunday, Nov. 7. Items needed for the 
holiday season include canned goods 
and non-perishable food items.

RED HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Revival services will begin 
Wednesday, Nov. 3, and run through 
Friday, Nov. 5, with services at 7 
p.m. at Red Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church. The guest speaker will 
be evangelist/missionary Larry 
Adams. 

The church is located on N.C. Hwy. 
42 in Goldston. Everyone is welcome. 

ROCKY RIVER FRIENDS MEETING 
Revival services will be held at 

Rocky River Friends Meeting on 
Nov. 5 through Nov. 7 at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday morning and each evening 
at 7:30 p.m. The guest speaker will 
be Rev. Bob Wachs. Special music is 
planned in each service. 

Regular services during the 
pandemic: friends, family, visitors 
gather in the Meeting Room or 
Fellowship Hall (face mask request-
ed) or listen in their vehicles on 90.3 
FM, and/or watch via Facebook Live 
on the Rocky River Friends Face-
book link. We are not having Sunday 
School services at this time. 

SOUTH FORK FRIENDS
There will be a fried chicken 

tenders or barbecue meal from 4 to 
7 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6. Eat in 
or take out at South Fork Friends 
Church; adult meals, $10, child’s 
plate, $6. The church is located at 
359 South Fork-Bethel Rd., Snow 
Camp. 

McDonald named 
pastor of Pittsboro 

Baptist Church
PITTSBORO — Pittsboro 

Baptist Church has named 
Peter B. McDonald as its 
new pastor.

A graduate of  Fruit-
land Baptist Bible College 
in Hendersonville, North 
Greenville University 
in Tigerville, S.C., and 
Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Virginia, 
McDonald is enrolled in 
the doctoral program at 
Carolina University in 
Winston-Salem. 

He comes to Pittsboro 
after 10 years of  minis-

try at Midway Baptist 
Church, located in Co-
lumbus, N.C. McDonald 

also serves as professor of  
Youth and Family Min-
istry and Biblical Coun-
seling at Fruitland Bible 
College. 

McDonald’s wife, 
Tara, is an elementary 
school teacher and was 
recognized as the 2021-22 
Teacher of  the Year in Polk 
County.

The McDonalds are 
North Carolina natives. 
They have two sons. 

Pittsboro Baptist Church 
is located at 121 W. Salis-
bury St. in Pittsboro.

BREWING
Continued from page A1

Submitted photo

Peter McDonald

CHURCH NEWS

Chatham Chuckwagon 
204 W Salisbury St, Pittsboro, NC 27312
Free precooked, vacuum packed, and frozen meals every Tuesday 5 -
6:30pm at the corner of Hanks St. and Rectory St. / Comidas
precocinadas, luego envasadas al vacío y congeladas gratis todos los
martes de las 5 a 6:30 de la noche en la esquina de Hanks St. y Rectory
St.

El Camino UMC 
1101 W Raleigh Street, Siler City, NC 
Third Tuesday each month, starting at 4 pm. / El tercer martes de cada
mes, a partir de las 4 de la tarde. 

Mountaire 
1100 E 3rd St, Siler City, NC
Thanksgiving for Thousands on November 13th: Mountaire will be
distributing boxes containing a roaster chicken and all the fixings for a
delicious holiday meal. / Acción de Gracias para miles el 13 de
noviembre. Mountaire distribuirá cajas que contienen un pollo asado y
todas las cositas para una deliciosa comida navideña.

West Chatham Food Pantry
2535 Old US HWY 421 North, Siler City, NC 

Monday / lunes - 3:30 pm -5:30 pm
Wednesday / miércoles – 12 pm -2 pm
Friday / viernes - 12 pm -2 pm

Together we are building 
a community without hunger!

Organization across Chatham
County want to help you if
you are facing hunger this

holiday season!
 

CORA (Chatham Outreach Alliance) - www.corafoodpantry.org
40 Camp Dr., Pittsboro, NC 

   Food Pantry
   Monday / lunes: 10 am - 1 pm
   Tuesday/ martes: 10 am - 1 pm
   Wednesday / miércoles: 10 am - 1 pm
   Thursday / jueves: 10 am - 1 pm

   Mobile Market
   326 Nature Trail, Chapel Hill, NC 27517
   Second Tuesday of the month from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. / El segundo   
   martes del mes de 4 a 6 de la trade.

    Technology Way in Siler City, NC 27344
    Fourth Tuesday of the month from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. / El cuarto
    martes del mes de 10 a 12 de la mañana.

   Freedom Family Church
   421 N Holly Ave, Siler City, NC 27344
   Food Pantry and Free Clothing Closet on the first and third Saturday of
   the month from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. / Despensa de comida y armario de                    
   ropa gratis en el primer y  tercer sábado del mes de 10 a 1 en la trade. 

Bonlee Baptist Church - www.bonleebaptist.org
25 Al Davis Rd, Bear Creek, NC
The fourth Wednesday every month, starting at 9 am./ El cuarto miércoles
de cada mes, a partir de las 9.

Cedar Grove UMC – www.cedargrovemethodist.org
2791 Jones Ferry Rd, Pittsboro, NC 
Front Porch Pantry on Monday, Thursday, and Friday between 3 pm – 
6 pm. / Despensa del porche delantero los lunes, jueves y viernes entre
las 3 y 6 de la tarde.

Second Thursday of each month, "Pay What You Can" food truck night
with Ta Contento from 4:30 pm -7 pm. / El segundo jueves de cada
mes, "Pague lo que Pueda" noche de camión de comida con Ta
Contento de las 4:30 a 7 de la noche. 
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Chatham farmer joins mother N.C. 
State Fair Hall of Fame

BY PATRICK O’NEILL
Special to the News + Record

RALEIGH — When Dora 
Owens was told she was se-
lected as an inductee into this 
year’s North Carolina State 
Fair Livestock Hall of  Fame, 
she was surprised.

Owens, 59, now joins her 
mother, Ruth Weaver, 85, as the 
first mother-daughter Live-
stock Hall of  Fame inductees. 
Weaver was inducted in 1985. 
The pair, along with other 
family members, is part of  a 
family-run dairy goat opera-
tion, known as Walstone Farm 
in Chatham County.

“I’m a bit puzzled,” she said 
of  the honor. “I’m the secre-
tary. My job is limited mostly 
to doing all the paperwork.”

It turns out that “paper-
work” is a big part of  both 
managing the family goat 
farm as well as Owen’s work 
as secretary of  the State Fair’s 
annual Hall of  Fame Show 
featuring pedigree dairy goats 
from across North Carolina 
and other states.

“She’s an accountant,” Weav-
er said of  her daughter. “She 
does all the financial work for 
us; manages all the money and 
keeps the records straight. 

It’s quite a job to keep things 
straight. She has been secre-
tary of  the State Fair’s show. 
She has been at the desk for at 
least 30 years.”

The family also have been 
showing their goats, known 
as Alpine pure breeds, since 
about 1980, Weaver said. On the 
farm, the family raises goats 
primarily for milk. Owens and 
Weaver are big proponents of  

goat milk, singing its praises 
as a cure for almost whatever 
ails you. Weaver and her late 
husband, Luby Weaver, started 
their dairy goat operation in 
the 1970s for health reasons 
after several family members 
had special protein needs and 
allergies to cow’s milk.

“Children do better if  they 
have goat milk; fewer stomach 
issues,” Weaver said. “I can 

sleep a whole lot better if  I 
have a glass of  goat milk before 
bed. We’re big believers in the 
value of  goat milk.”

Owens said she enjoyed the 
Hall of  Fame induction cere-
mony held during this year’s 
State Fair in Raleigh, which 
ran for 11 days from Oct. 14 
through Sunday.

“It was nice,” Owens said. “I 
don’t do a whole lot of  social 
event sort of  things. There 
were a lot of  nice folks there, 
and I got to see the Commis-
sioner of  Agriculture (Steve 
Troxler), so it was nice to talk 
to him being at The State Fair 
where he has a lot of  demands 
on his time.

“Usually when you’re sup-
port, that’s not what people 
notice ... so that was a nice sur-
prise. They’re honoring people 
for their support of  North 
Carolina agriculture.”

At Walstone, it’s Weaver who 
does a lot of  the hands-on work 
with the herd that usually 
numbers 12 to 15 goats. Son 
Brian Weaver farms about 65 
acres of  hay crops, some of  
which are used for feed for the 
goats.

At present, Weaver milks 
four does each morning at 8 
and again around 6 p.m. The 

does average between 150 and 
200 or more pounds, she said. 
Each doe produces up to two 
gallons of  milk per day, enough 
milk that Owens said she also 
feeds some of  the milk to the 
family’s pigs.

At 85, Weaver knows she is 
not your average octogenarian 
working up to 3 hours a day, 7 
days a week, caring for a herd 
of  dairy goats. “That’s why I 
get out of  bed in the morning,” 
she said. “What else is there to 
do?”

Weaver said she does get 
a break during the January 
and February “dry season” 
between breeding cycles when 
the milking is on hold. Weaver 
turns 86 next June 19, and she 
doesn’t have any plans to slow 
down on her farming.

She’s also proud her daugh-
ter has now joined her in the 
Fair’s Livestock Hall of  Fame.

“Oh gracious, yes,” Weaver 
said of  how proud she is of  
Owens. “She is very partic-
ular about everything she 
does. She’s good at anything 
she does. She’s also a musi-
cian. Anything you can name 
she can play it. She started 
out with the bassoon in high 
school, and now she’s playing 
the harp.”

DORA OWENS OF WALSTONE FARM

Courtesy of N.C. State Fair

Steve Troxler, N.C.’s Secretary of Agriculture, recognizes 
Chatham County’s Dora Owens upon her election to the 
N.C. State Fair’s Livestock Hall of Fame.

Draft 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
now available for public review, until Dec. 8

BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The 
draft 2050 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan, 
which includes a long-
range plan for transpor-
tation improvements 
across the Triangle 
region — including the 
northeastern section of  
Pittsboro — is available 
for public review until 
Dec. 8.

Chatham County Com-
missioners received a 
presentation on the plan 
at the board’s September 
meeting, given by Andy 
Henry, transportation 
planner to Durham Chap-
el Hill Carrboro Metro-
politan Planning Orga-
nization (DCHC MPO). 
The plan, developed 
and coordinated by the 
Capital Area (CAMPO) 
and Durham Chapel Hill 
Carrboro MPOs, includes 
projects to improve 
roadways, transit and 
bike and pedestrian areas 
throughout the Triangle.

“We’re trying to adopt 
by February 2022,” Henry 
told the board in Septem-
ber. “That’s our deadline, 
so we’re racing forward. 
It’s very busy.”

The majority of  Cha-
tham is covered in plans 
by TARPO, or Triangle 
Area Rural Planning 
Organization, which is 
a voluntary association 
of  local governments in 
Chatham, Lee, Moore 
and Orange counties that 
plans rural transporta-
tion systems and advises 
the NCDOT on rural 
transportation policy. 
Because of  Pittboro’s 
anticipated large popu-
lation growth in future 
decades — the portion 
included in the 2050 MPO 
plan is expected to go up 
by 57,000 people — the 
improvement projects 
encompassed in the MPO 
will be an important 
part of  responding well 
to Chatham’s growth, 
commissioners said.

Prior public com-
ment indicated Triangle 
residents wanted to see 
more encouragement 
of  biking and walking, 
coordination of  land use 
and transportation and 
increased transit service, 
car pools and ride shares. 
Additionally, survey 
respondents indicated in-
terest in reducing person-
al vehicle dependence, 

increasing sustainability, 
enhancing transit con-
nectivity and increasing 
bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure.

Chatham Commission-
er Diana Hales said she 
was glad the plan the 
group was proceeding 
with seemed to take a 
more extensive look at 
environmental issues.

“I’m glad you’re 
looking at more from 
the environmental and 
climate change realm 
to figure out if  in high 
residential areas where 
you have a lot of  mixed 
use, you can do bike 
lanes, and you can have 
options for increasing 
the transit,” Hales said. 
“But in those suburban, 
rural-spread areas, I 
think that’s indeed the 
challenge. That’s the big 
challenge.”

Commissioner Karen 
Howard, a voting mem-
ber of  the DCHC MPO, 
asked Henry whether 
the collaboration with 
TARPO resembled the 
collaboration between 
DCHC MPO and CAMPO.

“For Chatham, how do 
we get the same kind of  
collaboration with TAR-
PO, because I know that 
Pittsboro is in TARPO, 
and Pittsboro is going to 
be such a driver for tran-
sit and where our transit 
dollars need to be spent,” 
Howard said. “I think 
it’s probably going to be 
really difficult, for Cha-
tham County’s purposes, 
that we’re not having the 
same level of  conversa-
tion and collaboration.”

The 2050 MTP groups 
collaborate with TARPO 
on a project-by-project 
basis, Henry said. The 
plan assumes key land 
use assumptions in its 
scenario, Henry said: the 
extension of  current land 
use plans/policies as well 
as increased density and 
mixed uses at employ-
ment hubs and travel 
corridors.

“We haven’t talked 
about aligning goals and 
objectives or whatever,” 
he said of  working with 
TARPO.

Federal regulations 
require the 2050 MTP to 
have a financial plan, its 
website says, that covers 
project costs that must be 
covered by state, federal, 
local, private and other 
transportation revenues 
“that can be reasonably 
expected to be available.” 

The plan divides projects 
into three time periods: 
near-term through 2030, 
mid-term through 2040 
and long-term to 2050. 
Many of  the additional 
revenue resources pro-
posed in the plan would 
require legislation from 
the state General Assem-
bly or the U.S. Congress, 
the MPO website says.

Henry said transpor-
tation investments show 
subsequent movement 
in a positive direction, 
though not very large. 
For example, the change 
between travel time dis-
tance and overall conges-
tion didn’t change much 
from one scenario to the 
next. 

“That’s probably 
because underlying all 
of  those, there’s a lot of  
roadway projects,” he 
told the board. “The hard 
part is the Triangle area 
is so large, you have so 
much suburban tract 
development around the 
fringes, which makes 
up the majority of  that, 
and you’re not seeing the 
change. 

“If  you’re looking at a 
regional scale, you’re not 
seeing the change from 
the investments you’re 
making, say from transit 
and bicycle pedestrian 
projects,” Henry said. 
“Does that make sense? 
It’s kind of  getting dilut-
ed.”

More significant 
change was evident in 
smaller areas which had 
implemented changes.

Henry also discussed 
the group’s equity mea-
sures with the board, 
from the integrated 
mobility division of  the 
NCDOT.

“I think it’s import-
ant,” he said of  the 
measures. “It says on 
average communities of  
color have lower vehicle 
ownership rates, live 
further from work, more 
people depend on public 
transportation are more 
likely to be involved in a 
crash as a pedestrian.”

MPO staff is working 
on updated measures us-
ing the Triangle Regional 
Model, Henry said. So far, 
staff has found higher 
numbers of  serious 
injuries and fatalities 
in areas which are low 
income, have higher 
minority populations 
or zero-car households. 
Such measurements are 
more likely to negatively 

impact Chathamites in 
rural areas, which falls 
under TARPO.

You can view the draft 
MTP at https://bit.
ly/3mz7s6O. A public 
hearing on the draft 

plan will occur Nov. 17 
at CAMPO’s executive 
board meeting. Com-
ments can be submitted 
online, by emailing 
comments@campo-nc.
us, or calling 919-996-

4403.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

Sanford Dermatology
Lillington   Pittsboro   Sanford

919-775-7926
sanforddermatology.com

SANFORD

DERMATOLOGY
John D. Cheesborough, MD

Dawn E. Kleinman, MD

*For more information regarding insurance plans please check our website.

Proudly serving Chatham County for 30 years!

Medical & Cosmetic 
Dermatology

Accepting New Patients Self Pay & Insured*
Conveniently located in

Platinum Commons,
959 East St. Suite B in Pittsboro



CIS’ Eva Depaz works to support Virginia Cross 
students, inspire them to become lifelong learners 

BY VICTORIA 
JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Be-
cause she’s born and 
raised in Siler City, Eva 
Depaz knows the coun-
ty’s school system inside 
and out. 

First, she was a stu-
dent. Then she became a 
family services specialist 
and teaching assistant. 
Now she’s a student sup-
port specialist at Virginia 
Cross Elementary 
School for Commu-
nities In Schools 
of  Chatham 
County, taking 
over the post 
from Jazmin 
Mendoza 
Sosa, who 
became CIS’ 
program di-
rector back 
in July.

This week, we spoke 
with Depaz about her 
role, the students she 
serves and what she 
hopes to achieve.

Tell us about yourself and 
your background.

My name is Eva Depaz. 
My dad is from Guate-
mala, and my mother is 
from Mexico. I was born 
and raised here in Siler 
City. So, Chatham Coun-
ty is pretty much all I 
know, which is why it fills 
me with pride to be able 
to serve it. I graduated 
from Jordan-Matthews 
High School in 2010. 
I have my associate’s 
degree in human services 
(from Central Carolina 
Community College) and 
I hope to soon be able to 
further my education 
as I have always been 
interested in the social 

work field. I have served 
the Chatham County 
community for about 
10 years doing different 
types of  roles. Currently, 
I am working for Commu-
nities In Schools, where I 
am the Student Support 
Specialist at Virginia 
Cross Elementary.

What did you do before 
coming to CIS-Chatham?

I worked at Pittsboro 
Elementary School as an 

instructional assis-
tant for about six 
months, and prior 
to that, I worked at 

Telamon 
Head Start 
for about 
eight years. 

Telamon is a 
[nationwide] 

program 
that 

provides educational 
opportunities to children 
but also focuses on the 
family as a whole. I have 
to admit that both hold a 
special place in my heart 
because they have both 
opened doors for me and 
have helped me get to 
where I am today. I have 
met so many wonderful 
people from whom I have 
learned so much.

What are you passionate 
about? Why did you want 
to join CIS as a student 
support specialist?

Since I can remem-
ber, I have always 
wanted to grow up and 
help people; specifical-
ly, women and domestic 
violence related. My 
mother would always 
say I had a big heart! I 
was not quite sure who 
to help or how to do 

this, but as mentioned 
earlier, Pittsboro and 
Telamon hold a special 
spot because they both 
taught me the love for 
working with children 
and families. Working 
with children is defi-
nitely the most reward-
ing job I have done and 
the most impacting one. 
I have touched lives and 
have made a difference 
in them. When I heard 
of  CIS, I was excited 
because it sounded very 
similar to my position 
at Telamon, but I also 
liked the fact that I 
could still do part of  
what I did at Pittsboro 
Elementary. It’s like I 
put Telamon and Pitts-
boro together.

 What are your roles and 
responsibilities as a student 
support specialist? When 
did you officially start? 

I started my CIS role 
on Aug. 2. As a Student 
Support Specialist, my 
responsibilities consist of  
providing individualized 
support to my students. 
I have the opportunity 
to empower students 
not only academically, 
but we also focus on the 
social-emotional aspect. 
Some students need that 
one-to-one level care and 
attention to motivate 
them to success. Aside 
from supporting my 
students, I also provide 
support and maintain 
an open communication 
with their parents. I 
assist VCE with other 
duties such as parent 
meetings, interpreting, 
being a part of  commit-
tees, providing resources 
to families, participating 
in community events, 
and working closely with 
the school’s social worker 

and guidance counselors. 

Tell us about the students 
and families you work with. 
What challenges do they 
face or have they over-
come?

My caseload is current-
ly 38, but I hope to reach 
50 in the next month or 
so. All are students from 
VCE. I think the biggest 
challenge I see with 
families I am current-
ly working with is the 
language barrier. Most of  
my families are from the 
Latino community. I have 
about five parents who 
are illiterate. Not being 
able to communicate in 
English is hard for them; 
not being able to read or 
write in their language 
makes it even harder. 
I communicate with 
these parents through 
an app called WhatsApp; 
I keep them up to date 
by sending voice audios. 
If  they have any con-
cerns or questions, they 
shoot me an audio, and I 
respond back that way. It 
has been a BIG help. It is 
easy for them to use and 
convenient for our work 
schedules.

What are the best and 
worst parts about the job 
so far?

I would have to say 
the best part is seeing 
my students grow — and 
building positive rela-
tionships with them and 
other students. I went to 
a birthday party a few 
weekends ago and upon 
arrival, I had a 1st grader 
give me a joyful welcom-
ing. She called me by my 
name with a huge smile 
and I did not know who 
she was. She told me she 
went to VCE and that she 
sees me go into her class-
room all the time! 

I really don’t have a 
worst part yet; everyone 
has been so welcoming 
both at CIS and VCE. I 
have a very caring and 

supportive supervisor 
who has been with me 
pretty much every step of  
the way. The only thing 
I could consider on the 
negative side is the fact 
that this kind of  job can 
be very unpredictable. 
It is very hard to plan 
things ahead because 
things have to be handled 
as they come to you or 
based on priority. But 
sometimes this is what 
keeps it interesting; there 
is never a “same day.”

What do you hope to 
achieve in your time with 
CIS as a student support 
specialist?

I want to create positive 
relationships with my 
students to better support 
them in the areas that 
are needed, provide that 
one-on-one support, and 
be that caring adult or 
safe spot when they need 
it. I want to motivate my 
students to always strive 
for the best just like I am 
always looking to better 
myself. I have only been 
in this role for about two 
and a half  months, and 
I have already learned 
so much. I look for-
ward to exploring my 
abilities, gaining more 
experiences, and creating 
many more memories to 
cherish throughout my 
career. 

Anything else you think 
the community should 
know?

Education is crucial 
for a child’s life, but it is 
a teamwork project. We 
need parents/guardians 
as much as they need us! 
To have successful and 
productive human beings 
in the future, we need to 
create positive relation-
ships with any students 
we come across. I’d like to 
share a quote that is very 
present in my mind: “It 
is easier to build strong 
children than to repair 
broken adults.” 
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‘EASIER TO BUILD STRONG CHILDREN THAN TO REPAIR BROKEN ADULTS’

NEWS BRIEFS

Chatham Literacy 
seeks candidates 

for board
Chatham Literacy, one 

of  the highly respected 
non-profit organizations 
in Chatham County, 
helps adults living or 
working here acquire the 
literacy and educational 
skills needed to function 
successfully in society.

The organization is 
welcoming a few qual-
ified individuals to be 
members of  its board of  
directors who want to 
give back to the commu-
nity through service.

If  you have experience 
in resource development, 
a background in adult 
literacy, board gover-
nance and/or business 
partnerships, you’d 
be welcome to apply. 
Chatham Literacy seeks 
diverse applicants from 
all geographic areas of  
our Chatham County.

If  you, or someone 
you know, is interested 
in learning more about 
how you can make a 
difference in the lives of  
so many county resi-
dents and workers, along 
with gaining a stronger 
personal sense of  pride in 
giving back to our com-
munity, please contact 
Vicki Newell at 919-742-
0578 or vicki@chatham-
literacy.org.

Chatham 
Community 

Library presents 
‘Daughter of a Lost 

Bird’
PITTSBORO — In rec-

ognition of  Native Amer-
ican Heritage Month, 
Chatham Community Li-
brary will host a virtual 
film screening of  Daugh-
ter of  a Lost Bird (2021), 
Nov. 11 through Nov. 18. 
This program is free and 

open to the public.
“Lost birds” refers to a 

term for Native children 
adopted out of  their tribal 
communities. Right after 
the Indian Child Wel-
fare Act of  1978 became 
law, Kendra Mylnechuk 
Potter was adopted into a 
white family and raised 
with no knowledge of  her 
Native parentage. This 
film follows Kendra on 
her journey to find her 
birth mother April, also 
a Native adoptee, and 
return to her Lummi 
homelands in Wash-
ington State. Director 
Brooke Swaney (Black-
feet/Salish) documents 
Kendra and April as they 
connect with relatives 
and navigate what it 
means to be Native and to 
belong to a tribe from the 
outside looking in.

 Access to the virtual 
screening will be avail-
able beginning November 
11 by visiting https://
www.wmm.com/vir-
tual-screening-room/
daughter-of-a-lost-bird-
watch-page-chatham-
community-library. A 
password is required 
at the time of  viewing. 
Those who are interest-
ed may contact social.
library@chathamlibrar-
ies.org to request the 
password or for addi-
tional information. The 
library has purchased a 
hard copy of  the film if  
residents who wish to see 
the film miss the virtual 
screening window.

Residents may also 
visit the libraries’ 
website www.chatham-
libraries.org, or contact 
the Library at 919-545-
8084 or rita.vanduinen@
chathamlibraries.org 
for more information on 
this and other events and 
programs.

— CN+R staff reports

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Eva Depaz, a CIS student support specialist at 
Virginia Cross Elementary School, plays a game 
with Yosary, a 2nd grader, during one of their 
sessions together in mid-October. The game 
allows each person to get to know the other: 
After building a tower out of wooden blocks, 
each player takes out a block and answers the 
question on each block until the tower collapses.

GET BACK TO A BETTER PLACE
> VISITNC.COM

Feels like home
(Just not the one you’ve been in for a year)

Nuclear 
Medicine 
in Chatham 
County

At UNC Chatham Hospital, we offer Nuclear 
Medicine Scans that are painless and  
non-invasive. Our state-of-the-art technology 
and caring staff are here to help keep you 
comfortable and provide fast results. Studies 
available include: 

• Cardiac Stress Test
• HIDA Scan
• Gastric Emptying
• Lung Scan
• Bone Scans
• and more!

We also provide additional imaging services.

Location
UNC Chatham Hospital
475 Progress Blvd.
Siler City, NC 27344

Phone
(919) 799-4000



OBITUARIES

ALLIE MICHELLE 
UPCHURCH

Allie Michelle Upchurch, 27, 
of  Ramseur, passed away on 
Friday, October 22, 2021, at her 
home. 

The funeral service was held 
Friday, October 29, 2021, at 2 
p.m. at High Falls U.M.C. with 
Preacher Chris Wood presiding.

She was born in Guilford 
County. She was preceded in 
death by her brother, Glenn Up-
church and her grandparents.

Allie is survived by her sons, 
Liam Neal and Levi Neal, both 
of  Asheboro; her parents, Ricky 
and Sherry Upchurch of Ram-
seur; sister, Samantha Phillips 
of  Ramseur; brothers, Seymour 
Phillips of  Hudson, Florida, and 
John Upchurch of Ramseur.

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made to High Falls 
U.M.C. Cemetery Fund, 324 
Frieson Road, High Falls, N.C. 
27259.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

DEEANGELO TOMPKINS
Deeangelo Tompkins, 32, of  

Spring Lake passed away on 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021, in 
Charlotte. 

Services entrusted to 
Knotts Funeral Home in 
Sanford.

SUSAN KEEL TESREAU
Susan Keel Tesreau, 63, of  

Broadway, died Monday, Octo-
ber 25, 2021, at Central Caroli-
na Hospital in Sanford.  

Memorial services were held at 
1 p.m. Saturday, October 30, 2021, 
at Bizzell Grove Pentecostal Ho-
liness Church in Princeton, with 
Pastor Phillip Bland officiating.  

She was born in Craven 
County on October 21,1958, 
daughter of  the late James Cur-
tis Keel and Hazel Stowe Keel. 
Both preceded her in death.   

Surviving is her husband, 
Ronnie David Tesreau of the 
home; daughters, Erin Nichole 
Moore of New Bern, Deanna Kay 
Geribics of Daleville, Alabama, 
Dana May Chadwick of Clarks-
ville, Tennessee; brother, Curtis 
Brinson Keel of Advance; sisters, 
Deborah Ferrell of Jacksonville, 
N.C., Ellen Keel of Havelock, 
Elizabeth Parker of Arapahoe; 
and seven grandchildren.   

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com. 

CATHIE DARLENE 
(GRENINGER) HEDEMAN 

Cathie Darlene Hederman, 
78, of  Sanford passed away 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021, at 
UNC-Chapel Hill. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.   

JOSE SESMAS

Jose Sesmas, 36, of  Siler 
City passed away on Thursday, 
October 21, 2021, at UNC Hospi-
tals in Chapel Hill.

A funeral service was held 
at 3 p.m. on Thursday, October 
28, 2021, at Smith & Buckner 
Chapel with Rev. Javier Beni-
tez officiating. Burial followed 
at Oakwood cemetery.

He was born March 5, 1985, 
in Austin, Texas, the son of  Je-
sus Sesmas Villa and Lorenza 
Valdorinos Villa. 

Jose is survived by his par-
ents of  Austin, Texas; children, 
Shyanna Sesmas, Jose Sesmas, 
and Madison Sesmas, all of  
Siler City; brothers, Pablo and 
Pedro Suarez, David Val-
dorinos, and Jesus Sesmas, all 
of  Siler City; and sister, Crystal 
Sesmas of  Austin, Texas. 

Online condolences may be 
made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

ANNA ‘ANN’ JOSEPHINE 
IMPEMBA

Anna “Ann” Josephine Im-
pemba, 94, of  Raleigh, passed 
away on Friday, October 22, 
2021, at the Springbrook Health 
and Rehabilitation Center in 
Clayton.

Graveside service was held 
on Friday, October 29, 2021, 
at 11 a.m. at the Greenlawn 
Memorial Gardens in Fuquay 
Varina, with Father Joseph Oji 
officiating.

Anna was born on Sep-
tember 3, 1927, daughter of  
Vinchenzo “Vincent” Berte 
and Paola “Pauline” Orecchio 
Berte. Anna was preceded in 
death by her parents, her hus-
band, Anthony Impemba, and 
son, Anthony G. Impemba.  

Anna is survived by her 
daughter, Anne Impemba of  
the home; a son, Frank Impem-
ba of  Brooksville, Florida; and 
four grandchildren. 

Online condolences may be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homemoncure.com. 

NANCY ANN GODFREY 
SANTOS

Nancy Ann Godfrey Santos, 
age 48, of  Sanford, passed away 
on Friday, October 29, 2021, at 
her home.

A graveside service was 
held on Monday, November 1, 
2021, at 2 p.m. at Center United 
Methodist Church Cemetery 
with Rev. Steve Johnson offici-
ating.   

She was born on March 14, 
1973, to William Godfrey and 
the late Lois Schott Godfrey 
Schlorf. In addition to her 
mother, she was preceded in 
death by a daughter Regis God-
frey. Nancy worked for 25 years 
at Yarborough’s Homemade Ice 
Cream Shop.  

In addition to her father, she 
is survived by daughters Ash-
ley Nich of  New York, Hannah 
Marie Godfrey of  Bennett 
and Sarah Ann Godfrey of  
Sanford; three siblings, Karen 
Godfrey Criswell of  Ellerbe, 
Godfrey Godfrey of  Sanford 
and Bill Godfrey Jr. (Stacy) 
of  Southern Shore; and one 
grandchild.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com. 

MICHAEL FRANCIS 
DALTON

Michael Francis Dalton, 66, 
of  Raleigh, passed away on 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021.

A memorial service for loved 
ones shall be planned in the 
future. 

Born in Ozone Park, N.Y., 
Mike was the son of  the late 
Anne Costello Dalton and 
Joseph Dalton. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his brothers, Barry D. 
Dalton, and Greg J. Dalton.

Mike graduated from 
    SUNY-Plattsburgh in 1978. Lat-
er in life he found a passion for 
teaching elementary students. 
In recent years, Mike was a 
substitute teacher for the Lee 
County and Chatham County 
school systems.

Mike is survived by his 
daughters, Catherine Dalton 
and Danielle Dalton.

In lieu of  flowers or memo-
rials, please contribute to the 
Chatham Education Founda-
tion.  Condolences may be 
made at www.bridgescameron-
funeralhome.com.

GERALDINE BARNES HALL 
Geraldine Barnes Hall, 70, 

of  Bennett, passed away on 
Friday, October 29, 2021, at her 
home. 

The funeral service was held 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021, at 1 
p.m. at Pine Mountain Church 
with Pastor Edwin Moore 
presiding. 

She was born in Richmond 
County on August 2, 1951, to 
Albert Lee and Nettie Mae 
Heaton Barnes. Geraldine 
was preceded In death by her 
father, Albert Barnes and her 
sister Ruby Johnson.

She is survived by her 
husband, Larry Odell Hall 
Sr., of  the home; her mother, 
Nettie Mae Barnes of  Siler 
City; daughters, Wendy Hall 
of  Carthage, Tammy Hall 
Cruz of  Bennett and Stepha-
nie Barnes of  Aberdeen; sons, 
Larry Hall Jr., of  Bennett and 
Scotty Lee Hall of  Carthage; 
sisters, Shirley Johnson, Lo-
retta Binkley, Louise Robinson 
and Robin Hogan; brothers, 
Albert Lee Barnes Jr., Ray 
Barnes, Timmy Barnes, James 
Barnes and Marvin Barnes; 
nine grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

BARRY MICHAEL JAMES
Barry Michael James, 64, 

of  Sanford passed away on 
Monday, October 25, 2021, at 
his home.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

JOSEPHINE EADS 
HOLLAND

Josephine Eads Holland, 
93, of  Sanford, passed away 
Saturday, October 30, 2021, at 
FirstHealth Hospice House.

A graveside service was 
held on Tuesday, November 2, 
2021, at 2 p.m. at Lee Memory 
Gardens with Rev. Kenneth 
Williams officiating.

She was born in Surry 
County on May 26, 1928, to 
the late Dillard Eads and Effie 
Atkins Eads. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband Charlie 
Holland and a son, Michael Joe 
Holland. 

Survivors include sons, 
Marshall Holland and Ronnie 
Holland, both of  Sanford, Rich-
ard Holland of  Greensboro; 
and one brother, James Eads 
of  Sanford.

In lieu of  flowers, please 
consider donations to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 3739 
National Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 
27612.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

RODNEY LEE MORGAN 
Rodney Lee Morgan, 77, of  

Eagle Springs, passed away on 
Saturday, October 30, 2021, at 
his home. 

The funeral service was held 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021, 
at 3 p.m. at Robbins Bible Meth-
odist Church with Rev. Stephen 
Tomek and Rev. Dale Chapman 
presiding. Internment followed 
at Brown’s Chapel Christian 
Church. 

He was born in Randolph 
County on November 5, 1943 
to Ellie Aster and Bessie Allen 
Morgan. Rodney was a devot-
ed member of  Robbins Bible 
Methodist Church, where he 
served as a trustee. He worked 
as a pipe fitter/welder with 
Union #785 for 40 years and 
retired from RCM Mechanical. 
In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
brother, Phil Morgan.

Rodney is survived by his 
wife of  55 years, Margie Louise 
Cox Morgan, of  the home; 
children, Chris West, Mandy 
Seawell and Clark Morgan, 
all of  Eagle Springs; sister, 
Tobbie Emmons of  High Falls; 
brother, Butch Morgan of  
Eagle Springs; and six grand-
children.

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made to FirstHealth 
Hospice, 251 Campground 
Road, West End, N.C. 27376.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

SHIRLEY MORRIS SMITH
Shirley Morris Smith, 66, of  

Sanford, died Friday, October 
29, 2021 at her home.  

The family received friends 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 3, 2021, at Smith 
Funeral Home in Broadway. 
They will have a private family 
memorial service at a later 
date.   She was born in Lee 
County on September 3, 1955, 
daughter of  the late Robert 
Louis Morris and Mamie Lee 
O’Quinn, who preceded her in 
death.   

Surviving is her husband, 
Richard Lee Smith of  the 
home; daughter, Jessica 
McDougald of  Sanford; a son, 
Anthony Smith of  Sanford; 
two grandchildren; sisters, 
Cathy Page of  Sanford, Peggy 
England and Lisa Holt, both of  
Broadway; and brothers, Dan-
ny Morris and Jimmy Morris, 
both of  Sanford.  

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

OCTAVIO CASIMIRO 
BARRAGAN

Octavio Casimiro Barragan, 
19, of  Broadway, passed away 
on Sunday, October 24, 2021, at 
UNC Hospitals in Chapel Hill. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

DANIEL JOHN STACEY  
Daniel John Stacey, 66, of  Siler 

City entered the gates of  heaven at 
11:54 a.m. on October 18, 2021, with 
his children and best friend of  40 
years, Michael Adcock by his side. 
Mr. Stacey was born June 16, 1955, 
in East Liverpool, Ohio. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Roy 
and Anna Stacey; five brothers, Carl, 
Richard (Dick, Roy Jr. (Tom), Chuck 
and Arthur; one sister, Joann. 

He is survived by his wife of  25 
years, Nora Regina Stacey. His 

memory will live on through his daughters, Anna (Michael) 
Craig, Danielle Jo (Kevin) White and son, Wesley J. Roy 
(Amber) Stacey; six grandsons, Kevin Cameron White, 
Ralph Morgan White, Joseph Michael Craig II, Payton 
Thomas White, Reagon Daniel White, and Daniel Michael 
Stacey. He had two granddaughters, Anna Elizabeth Craig 
and Gracelynn Marie Stacey. He has two stepsons, Sharven 
Lee Estes, Zachary Blaine Estes, and three grandchildren, 
Madison Faith England, Nora Summer Estes, and Sharven 
Lee Estes III. He is also survived by two brothers Laurin, 
Dave Stacey; and five sisters, Thelma Lockhart, Catherine 
Feller, Ruth Jarvis, Susie Buzzard, and Pauline Daughterty. 

Mr. Stacey will be cremated and his ashes will be laid to 
rest by his family.         

GILBERT ALFRED TOON  
Gilbert Alfred Toon of  Pittsboro 

died Sunday, October 24, 2021, at 
UNC Hospital surrounded by his 
loving family.

His family emigrated from En-
gland coming to the United States 
to work in the textile industry. He 
was born in Monmouth County, 
New Jersey, and lived most of  his 
life there before moving to his new 
home in North Carolina. He was a 
proud member of  the United States 
Air Force and was a member of  the 

American Legion Post 0292 in Goldston, North Carolina. He 
graduated from Trenton State College in New Jersey. He 
had a variety of  careers before finding his true calling as 
an educator with the Monmouth County Vocational School 
District. 

He was predeceased by his parents, John Toon and Hazel 
Sherwood, his first wife, Kay Henshy, his brother, Jack 
Toon, his sister, Shirley Fary and brother-in-law, John Fary, 
and brother-in-law, Henry F. Labrecque Jr.

He is survived by his wife of  46 years, Phyllis Toon; his 
sister, Diann Mellott; sister-in-law, Effie Labrecque; broth-
er-in-law, Richard Labrecque and his wife, Sharon; many 
nieces and nephews, dear friends, his dog Shug, and many 
grandnieces and grandnephews.

The family will receive friends and family on Friday, No-
vember 5, 2021, from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. with a memorial 
service to follow at 1 p.m. at Donaldson Funeral Home, 396 
West Street, Pittsboro, North Carolina.

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks that donations be made 
in Gilbert’s memory to Piedmont Land Conservancy, P.O. 
Box 4025, Greensboro, North Carolina 27404-4025 or Second 
Chance Pet Adoptions, 6003 Chapel Hill Rd., Suite 133, Ra-
leigh, North Carolina 27607 or to a charity of  your choice.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com.
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 

serve the Toon family.

EUGENE CARL FRIEDRICH   
Eugene Carl Friedrich, 77, passed 

away on Thursday, October 28, 2021. 
Eugene was born in Valencia, 

Pennsylvania, on March 18, 1944, to 
the late Eugene and Edna Brislin 
Friedrich. Eugene was preceded in 
death by his parents, his wife, Judy 
B. Friedrich; and one sister, Marga-
ret Ann Friedrich.

Those left to cherish Eugene’s 
memory include his sister, Grace C. 
Bonney; his brother-in-law, Gordon 
Bonney; two nieces, and one nephew.

A service in Eugene’s memory will be held on Thursday, 
November 4, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Sandhills State Veterans Cem-
etery. A visitation will be held prior to the service from 12 to 
1:30 p.m. at Adcock Funeral Home.

GLADYS ANN WHEELER WRIGHT  

Gladys Ann Wheeler Wright, 75, of  
Pittsboro, died Thursday, October 28, 
2021, at the SECU Jim & Betsy Bryan 
Hospice Home. 

Gladys was born in Chatham 
County on May 8, 1946, to the late 
Nelson Wheeler and Fannie Eu-
banks Wheeler. She was also preced-
ed in death by two brothers, Charlie 
Wheeler and Wayne Wheeler, and 
two sisters, Frances Screws, and 
Ester Shirley.

Surviving relatives include her 
husband, John G. Wright; two sons, Dwayne Wright and wife 
Lessa of  Pittsboro, Tony Wright and wife Diane of  Siler City; 
one daughter, Tammy Bass and husband Keith of  Wilson; 
seven grandchildren, Jordan Riggins and husband Casey, 
Gracie Wright, Kendal Wright, Brittany McDaniel and part-
ner, Matt Tiller,  Jessica McNeil, Morgan Bear and husband 
Jacob, and Hunter Bass and wife Jada, six great-grand-
children, Weston Riggins, Evelyn Tiller, Riley Tiller, Lily 
Tiller, Cheyenne Bear, Canaan Bear; and one sister, Ava Lee 
Brower of  Staley.  

The family received friends Monday, November 1, 2021, 
from 1 to 2 p.m. at New Salem Church. The funeral service 
followed at 2:30 p.m. with Pastor Chris Gambos presiding. 
Burial followed in the church cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family asks for donations to be made 
in Glady’s memory to New Salem Church, 5030 Old Graham 
Rd., Pittsboro, N.C. 27312 or the SECU Jim & Betsy Bryan 
UNC Hospice Home, 100 Roundtree Way, Pittsboro, N.C. 
27312.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.
com.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 
serve the Wright family. 
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Chatham commissioners 
hear update from climate 

change committee 
BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Cha-
tham commissioners 
heard an annual update 
from the county’s Cli-
mate Change Advisory 
Committee at the board’s 
meeting Monday night, 
ahead of  the climate com-
mittee’s upcoming Dec. 20 
presentation which will 
include 10 recommenda-
tions for the county.

Committee co-chair-
person Charles Cooper 
presented the group’s 
report for the fiscal year 
2020-21. The committee 
was formed in 2015.

“Our mission has been 
the same since the incep-
tion of  the committee,” 
Cooper told the board. 
“Our purpose is to make 
recommendations to the 
board of  commissioners 
and others with respect 
to likely climate change 
impact and also with 
respect to mitigation and 
adaptation strategies.”

With significant 
development and popula-
tion growth expected in 
Chatham over the next 
20 years, the county is 
not immune from the im-
pacts of  climate change. 
The committee specifical-
ly looks at regenerative 
agriculture practices and 
retention of  the county’s 
tree cover, along with the 
reduction of  emissions 
and carbon neutral green 
building standards. 

A 2019-20 Chatham 
greenhouse gas inventory 
carried out by the county 
showed small decreases in 
most emission categories 
from the year prior, the 
News + Record previously 
reported, likely due to 
COVID-19. That study 
showed an increase in 
CO2 equivalent emissions 
from 2019 to 2020 in trans-
portation (40.4% to 42.7%) 
and decreases in commer-
cial (9.2% to 8.8%), resi-
dential (20.2% to 19.5.%) 
and industrial (21.7% to 
20.5%) emissions.

With an entirely Demo-
cratic board, the county is 
perhaps uniquely posi-
tioned to invest in practices 
and adopt policies that 
mitigate negative impacts 
of climate change. Even so, 
Chatham County is limited 
in what it can do because 
of state jurisdiction, as 
well as low emissions 
levels from the county 
government itself. Still, 
local officials and leaders 
are pushing for creative 
solutions, by adding solar 
panels to its buildings, 
buying electric or hybrid 
electric cars as old ones 
need replacement and in-
stalling two electric vehicle 
stations — one in Pittsboro 
and one in Siler City.

In addition to look-
ing for more renew-
able energy resources, 
local leaders are looking 
toward more sustain-
able practices such as 
modified development 
ordinances, stormwater 
runoff mechanisms and 
clean drinking water. On 
Monday, Cooper said the 

climate committee also 
prepared a tree protec-
tion ordinance model for 
the commissioners to 
consider.

“We’re running up 
against the same barri-
ers and challenges that 
everyone else is running 
into,” Cooper said. “Es-
pecially in governance of  
our country as a whole 
state and our locale and 
that’s this acceleration 
of  climate effects — it’s 
moving faster than 
experts predicted in 
many ways. That’s really 
requiring more and more, 
all the way down to more 
and more of  our commit-
tee. But what we’ve tried 
to do to deal with the 
overload is to focus our 
attention on two different 
areas, one having to do 
with storing carbon, in 
soils and trees, through 
regenerative agriculture, 
and also in the electrifica-
tion of  transportation.”

The county’s green-
house gas inventory 
showed that transporta-
tion in Chatham is the 
largest contributor to 
emissions by far, nearly 
double the next-highest 
sector, industrial.

Part of  the climate 
committee’s 10 recom-
mendations, to be pre-
sented to the board next 
month, is for the county 
to become a “carbon neg-
ative” county, rather than 
a “carbon neutral” one.

The county’s green-
house inventory showed 
emissions exceeded 
900,000 CO2E, with an 
estimated 1.1 CO2E 
removed by carbon 
sinks. (The committee’s 
estimate was made “with 
significant uncertainty,” 
the presentation said.)

“But to sustain that is 
going to be a real, huge 
challenge,” Cooper said, 
“because with develop-
ment coming in, that is 
likely to be able to push 
out some of  our carbon 
sinks, in other words, dis-
place trees, and farmland 
and so forth, while at the 
same time increasing the 
amount of  emissions that 
are involved in transpor-
tation.”

Commissioner Diana 
Hales suggested that the 
board discuss the county’s 
climate change strategy at 
its mid-year retreat in Jan-
uary, using the comprehen-
sive land plan as a guide. 
Commissioner Jim Craw-
ford also supported raising 
climate change discussions 
at that meeting, adding 
the Unified Development 
Ordinance being developed 
by the county could help 
create a more sustainable 
future standard.

“... This is a board that 
could get that made the 
standard — future boards 
probably are helpful, be-
cause I think young people 
get it, right,” Crawford 
said. “But the earlier we 
get things rolling, the 
easier it should be going 
forward. Obviously, we’ve 
got to make up for lost time 
and close the gap, maybe 
during the budget retreat, 
to look at some actual 
policies and some commit-
ments under these 10 gen-
eral recommendations.”

“I would say the only 
question I hear from young 
people regarding it is, ‘Why 
aren’t you idiots doing 
anything?’” Chairperson 
Mike Dasher added with 
a laugh before moving to 
the next agenda item of  
the meeting. “That’s the 
one I get the most from my 
young people.”

FY 2023-2029 Capital 
Improvements Plan

Assistant County 
Manager Bryan Thomp-
son gave the first pre-
sentation to the board 
regarding the 2023-29 
Capital Improvements 
Plan (CIP), which is a 
seven-year plan for up-
dated every year to plan 
for projects the county 
anticipates which cost 

more than $100,000.
The presentation was a 

“high-level overview” of  
the proposed CIP, Thomp-
son said. A more detailed 
presentation will be made 
to the board at its Nov. 16 
work session. The plan 
includes updates to cur-
rent county projects as 
well as new proposals.

“The CIP is not a 
budget, it is a plan. I 
emphasize that because 
even as a staff when we 
work on the CIP, we have 
to remind ourselves of  
that,” Thompson told 
the board. “However, the 
CIP does inform what the 
upcoming operating bud-
get will look like, so the 
decisions made through 
the CIP process will have 
an impact on the operat-
ing budget itself.”

Of the current CIP proj-
ects, the proposal includes 
the following updates: 
increasing the budget 
for the Chatham County 
Schools new Central Ser-
vices building by nearly 
$1.5 million and $2 million 
for the Emergency Oper-
ations Center relocation, 
along with anticipated 
savings of  $1.2 million for 
the finishing out of  cell 
blocks at Chatham Coun-
ty’s Detention Center. 

“We start this process 
on a staff level earlier 
than this, but bring it 
before the board and the 
public in November,” 
Thompson said, “so we 
can have a couple of  
meetings, workshop with 
the driven goal of  having 
an adopted CIP by the end 
of  December as we move 
into the operating budget 
(in early January).”

You can view the 
recommended plan here: 
https://bit.ly/3pV8oVc. 
A public hearing on the 
proposed CIP is scheduled 
for Nov. 15 at 6:00 p.m.

Introduction 
to ordinance 
amendments

Commissioners also 
heard an informational 
item on county ordinance 
amendments to comply 
with Senate Bill 300, a 
criminal justice reform law 
approved by Gov. Roy Coo-
per and state lawmakers in 
September. The board will 
vote on the changes at its 
Nov. 15 meeting.

That bill promotes the 
recruitment of  officers 
with diverse back-
grounds, requires early 
intervention mecha-
nisms in the case of  
police excessive force or 
misconduct and furthers 
independent investiga-
tions of  police shootings. 
It also limits local laws 
criminalizing poverty 
and requires a first ap-
pearance in court within 
72 hours of  someone 
being arrested.

The Chatham document 
amended chapters 90, 91 
and 130 of Chatham ordi-
nances, clarifying penal-
ties and which ordination 
violations are punishable 
by a misdemeanor. 

The amended chapter 
90 of  the code, on pen-
alties, removed a link 
saying that “a misde-
meanor punishable by a 
fine not to exceed $50 or 
imprisonment for 30 days 
or both in the discretion 
of  the court.”

The ordinance will 
become effective Dec. 1.

During the board’s 4 
o’clock work session, it 
went into closed session 
pursuant “to discuss 
matters relating to the 
location or expansion 
of  industries or other 
businesses, including 
agreement on a tentative 
list of  economic develop-
ment incentives that may 
be offered by the public 
body,” according to the 
meeting agenda.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

269 Manns Chapel Road

BBQ SALE
November 13, 2021

Take Out/Drive Through Only
12 30-2 00 m  12 00 er oun

reor er  re erre  
Call 919-942-4106

Piney Grove United Methodist Church

Annual Harvest Sale
Saturday, November 6th

BBQ Dinner begins 
at 4:30 PM 

Sale begins 
at 6 PM 

2343 Piney Grove Ch. Rd. • Siler City

Brown’s Chapel United Methodist Church

Brunswick Stew & BBQ 
Chicken Supper

355 Chicken Bridge Road

November 6, 2021 • 3PM

PLATE
$10 for adults  •  $5 for children
(plate contains: Stew OR 1/2 BBQ

chicken, slaw, hushpuppies & dessert)

TAKE OUT ONLYPayment 
by cash or 
personal 

check only. 
No pre-orders 

accepted.

QUART CONTAINER 
OF STEW: $10

PINT CONTAINER 
OF STEW: $5

Sides are also available for 
purchase separately 

(hushpuppies slaw, or desserts)
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MELISSA ANN 
HAWKINS 

Melissa Ann Hawkins, 
47, of  Cameron, passed 
away on Sunday, October 
31, 2021, at Moses Cone 
Hospital in Greensboro.

The family will receive 
friends on Thursday, 
November 4, 2021, from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Bridges-Cam-
eron Funeral Home. A 
memorial service will 
be held at Good Shep-
herd Baptist Church on 
Friday, November 5, 2021, 
at 3 p.m. with Rev. Allen 
Smith and Rev. George 
Brice officiating. 

She was born in Lee 
County, August 16, 1974, 
to Wayne Maddox and 
Emma Taylor. Melissa 
was preceded in death by 
grandparents, Lyston Tay-
lor and Mary Taylor Bak-
er, James David Maddox 
and Pearl Britt Maddow 
Thomas and Jake Thom-
as; and her infant son, 
Brandon Barlup. Melissa 
was employed at Farmers 
Furniture in Aberdeen. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Tim Hawkins; 
children, Heather Barlup 
of  Pennsylvania, Emily 
Conely of  Cameron, Jo-
seph (Bobo) Matthews of  
Sanford, and of  the home 
Sadeya, Akira, Preston 
and Craig; stepchildren, 
Brittany Franco, Brooke 
Stewart, Brandon and 
Gordon Jr.;  and eleven 
grandchildren. 

Arrangements are by 
Bridges-Cameron Funer-
al Home.  

Condolences may be 
made at www.bridges-
cameronfuneralhome.
com.

CHESTER MELVIN 
DOUGLAS SR. 

Charles Melvin Doug-
las Sr., 82, of  Sanford, 
passed away on Sunday, 
October 24, 2021, at his 
home. 

His funeral service was 
held at 2 p.m., Saturday, 
October 30, 2021, at Star 
of  Hope.

MARZELLA (LONG) 
MURCHISON 

Marzella Long Murchi-
son, 92, passed away on 
Sunday, October 23, 2021.

Funeral service was 
held at 11 a.m., October 
30, 2021, at Evangelical 
House of  God Ministries, 
with burial at Jackson-
ville Community Ceme-
tery. 

PATRICK SHONDAL 
BETHEA

Patrick Shondal Bet-
hea, 47, of  Sanford passed 
away on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19, 2021, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

Funeral services were 
held at 3 p.m. October 28, 
2021, at the Stevens Cen-
ter with burial in Minter 
Cemetery.  

OBITUARIES
Continued from page A10

Community invited to participate in 2021 
Chatham Community Assessment process

From the Chatham 
County Public Health 

Department

PITTSBORO — The 
research and survey 
process for the 2021 
Chatham County Com-
munity Assessment is 
under way, and there are 
multiple opportunities 
for all Chatham residents 
to participate.

Many Chatham resi-
dents recently received 
an invitation to partic-
ipate in the Chatham 
Community Cohort 
Survey, which is sent to 
a representative sample 
of  households across 
Chatham. Those who 
received the invitation 
are encouraged to enroll 
in the cohort and share 
their perspectives by 
completing the survey. In 
addition, county resi-
dents have three other 
options to participate 
and let their voices be 
heard in the Community 
Assessment: the supple-
mental survey, Chatham 
Snapshots and Chatham 
Talks: Community Story 
Circles.

“The Community 
Assessment is one of  the 
biggest opportunities 
to see Chatham as it is 
right now, whether it’s on 
paper, sending a photo, 
or telling your story,” 
said Míchelle Wright, the 
Equity and Community 
Engagement Initiatives 
Lead for the Chatham 
County Public Health 
Department. “The com-
munity has the chance to 
share their experiences 
with health, family, and 
county resources. And 
this is what we need 
to drive us forward is 
serving Chatham the way 
that Chatham wants and 
needs.”

Community 
Assessment 
supplemental survey

A supplemental survey 
is open to all residents. 
This survey gives all 
Chatham community 
members the opportunity 
to share their thoughts 
about health and well-be-

ing in Chatham County. 
Respondents are invited 
to share opinions about 
their experiences in the 
community and provide 
input on areas to prior-
itize to improve life for 
everyone.

Chatham Snapshots
The goal of  Chatham 

Snapshots is to bring 
forward the perspective 
of  all the communities in 
the county, showing how 
we are one community 
with many different ex-
periences. To participate, 
community members 
choose one of  the follow-
ing four prompts — what 
home looks like for you in 
Chatham, what your life 
looks like in Chatham, 
what you think is the best 
of  Chatham and how you 
see yourself  reflected in 
Chatham — and take a 
picture that answers one 
of  the prompts for them. 

After taking the 
picture, the respondent 
should write a brief  sum-
mary of  no more than 
one typed page of  what 
the photo is and how 
it answers the prompt 
for them. Submit the 
photo and summary to 
chathamtalks@chatham-
countync.gov by Dec. 3.

For more on Chatham 
Snapshots, including full 
guidelines and to fill out a 
consent form, visit www.
chathamcountync.gov/
chathamsnapshots.

Chatham Talks: 
Community Story 
Circles

The 2021 Communi-
ty Assessment team is 
hosting Chatham Talks 
listening events across 
the area to hear from the 
Chatham community. Ev-
eryone who lives, works, 
plays, and/or worships 
in the county is invited to 
tell their own story.

The schedule of  re-
maining Chatham Talks 
events is as follows:

• Thursday, Nov. 4, at 
the Chatham County Ag-
riculture & Conference 
Center, 1192 U.S. Hwy. 64 
Business, Pittsboro (6-8 

p.m.); and the Alliance 
NC, 134 S. Chatham Ave., 
Siler City (6:15-8:30 p.m.)

• Saturday, Nov. 13 (10 
a.m. to noon) at Goldston 
Town Hall, 40 Coral Av-
enue #A, Goldston; and 
Liberty Chapel Church, 
1855 Old U.S. Hwy. 1, 
Moncure.

• Thursday, Dec. 2, at 
the Ag Center in Pitts-

boro (6-8 p.m.) and the 
Alliance NC in Siler City 
(6:15-8:30 p.m.)

Additionally, a 
virtual Story Circle 
event will be held each 
night listed above. The 
event will be hosted at: 
https://us06web.zoom.
us/s/86990433882.

Participants are not 
required to RSVP, but it is 

encouraged. Children are 
welcome to attend each 
event, and dinner will be 
provided. Call 919-704-
4421 or email chatham-
talks@chathamcountync.
gov to RSVP.

The 2021 Chatham 
County Community As-
sessment is a joint project 
sponsored by the Cha-
tham Health Alliance, 

Chatham County Public 
Health Department and 
Chatham Hospital. Previ-
ous Community Assess-
ments can be found at 
www.chathamcountync.
gov/healthreports. The 
web home for the current 
Assessment can be found 
at www.chathamhealthal-
liancenc.org/communi-
ty-assessment.

Jueves, 4 de Noviembre de 2021 • 3pm-6pm
Paul Braxton Gym

115 S. Third Ave., Siler City, NC 27344

Town of Siler City

Visite nuestro sitio web en www.silercity.org para obtener 
descripciones completas de los trabajos.

Para obtener más información, llame a Recursos Humanos al 919-726-8619.

Town of Siler City

Feria De Empleo
Jueves, 4 de Noviembre de 2021

Paul Braxton Gym

115 S. Third Ave.

Siler City, NC 27344

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm

¡Solicite en persona y conozca a los gerentes de contratación!
POSICIONES DISPONIBLES

Supervisor Atlétco (PT)

Representante de Servicio al Cliente-Agencia de Matrículas (PT) Telecomunicador

Técnico de Mantenimiento de Parques (PT) Telecomunicador (PT)

Superintendente de Mantenimiento de Parques Trabajador de mantenimiento de servicios públicos

Planifcador I Operador de Planta de Tratamiento-

Ofcial de Policia (Planta de Aguas Residuales) 

BENEFICIOS DE LA CIUDAD

Seguro De Salud para Empleados GRATIS Pago quincenal

Seguro de Vida de $50K GRATIS Cuenta de gastos fexible disponible

Pόliza de discapacidad a corto plazo GRATIS Plan de cafeteria de la secciόn 125 disponible

Pόliza de telemedicina GRATIS Benefcios suplementarios disponibles

12 dias de enfermedad/a o Asistencia educatva disponible

12 Dias festvos/a o Pago de longevidad

12 Dias de vacaciones/a o 401(k) 5% Contribuciόn del empleador no se requiere igualaciόn

     (años con otro empleador de NC Retrement reconocido) Subsidio especial para las fuerzas del orden califcadas. 

Local Government Employees Retrement System (LGERS)

Visite nuestro sitio web en www.silercity.org para obtener descripciones completas de los trabajos.
Para obtener más información, llame a Recursos Humanos al 919-726-8619.

FERIA DE 

EMPLEO

Town of Siler City

Job Fair
Thursday, November 4, 2021

Paul Braxton Gym

115 S. Third Ave.

Siler City, NC 27344

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Apply in person and meet hiring managers!

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Athletc Site Supervisor (PT)

Customer Service Representatve-License Plate Agency (PT) Telecommunicator

Parks Maintenance Technician (PT) Telecommunicator (PT)

Parks Maintenance Superintendent Treatment Plant Operator (Wastewater Plant)

Planner I Utlity Maintenance Worker

Police Ofcer

TOWN BENEFITS

FREE Health Insurance for Employee (dependent plans available) Bi-weekly pay

FREE $50K Life/AD&D Insurance Policy Flexible Spending Account available

FREE Short-term Disability Policy Secton 125 Cafeteria Plan available

FREE Telemedicine Policy Supplemental benefts available

12 Sick Days/year Educatonal Assistance available 

12 Holidays/year Longevity pay

12 Vacaton Days/year 401(k) 5% Employer contributon-no match required

     (years with another NC Retrement employer recognized) Special Allowance for qualifed Law Enforcement

Local Government Employees Retrement System (LGERS)

Visit our website at www.silercity.com for complete job descriptions.
For more information, please call Human Resources at 919-726-8619.

Thursday, November 4, 2021 • 3pm-6pm
Paul Braxton Gym

115 S. Third Ave., Siler City, NC 27344

Visit our website at www.silercity.org for complete job descriptions.
For more information, please call Human Resources at 919-726-8619.

Town of Siler City
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Overcoming grief with connection and community
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The year and 
a half  of  the COVID-19 era has 
been unprecedented in many 
ways, not the least of  which 
has been the losses so many 
people have experienced.

The 2021 version of  Death 
Faire, Abundance NC’s annual 
exploration of  grief, addressed 
loss in unique ways Saturday 
at The Plant in Pittsboro, 
inviting community members 
to gather together to help one 
another with grieving process-
es in sustainable, connective 
ways. 

Ally DeJong, Abundance 
NC’s executive director, said 
she worked this year with oth-
er organizations to create an 
inclusive safe space for people 
to process their grief  and loss. 

“With the busy nature of  our 
society, it doesn’t really set us 
up well to be able to take a lot 
of  time really for ourselves, 
but especially not our grief,” 
she said. “Anyone who has 
gone through a process of  loss 
knows that the two weeks that 
you get to grieve when some-
one immediately passes away 
is kind of  taken up by all the 
logistic work, so there’s not 
really much time at all for us to 
really focus on these things.”

This year’s Death Faire 
featured several spiritual 
workshops, including medita-
tion, writing and journaling 
sessions, visual art sessions, as 
well as house music and a New 
Orleans-style funeral pro-
cession complete with beads 
and parasols. There were also 
booths offering things such as 
selling crystals, tarot readings, 
promoting the American Wild-
life Rescue and more. 

The purpose of  all of  Death 
Faire’s activities is to allow 
people to process their grief  
in a way that connects them 
to others and to connect to the 
world around them. 

Aubrey Griffith-Zill, the 
founder of  the Living Arts 

Collective, has participated in 
Death Faire every year. She 
said she got involved with 
the event through her orga-
nization’s relationship with 
Abundance.

“We’re really all about help-
ing people access deep emo-
tions that are inside in their 
body, whether that be grief  or 
joy, and finding embodied ways 
to express that,” Griffith-Zill 
said. 

Griffith-Zill also said she 
thinks connecting deep 
emotions among an inclusive 
community allows for people to 
grieve in a more beneficial way 
for themselves and others. 

“Connection with communi-
ty, connection with each other, 
connection with ourselves, 
connection with this land is so 
important,” she said. “This is a 
safe place and intentional place 
to talk about death, to embrace 
it, to think of  it in a different 
light in a way that I think a lot 
of  our culture does not think 
about here in America.”

Death Faire also looks at 
various perspectives when it 
comes to processing death or 
loss. 

One of  these ways is through 
teaching about sustainable 
burials such as green burial, 

deep sea burial and more. 
DeJong said Death Faire’s ses-
sion on green burials mostly 
focuses on pine casket burials, 
which is when the deceased are 
placed into a pine wood casket, 
which will eventually decom-
pose over time. 

“It’s a very beautiful, hand-
made casket and you’re buried 
in it, and eventually your body 
in the casket itself  decomposes 
into the ground,” DeJong said. 
“That’s really what were we 
are meant to do; go back to the 
earth. We are nutrients — our 
body, our decay, our decompo-
sition — are all nutrients, and 
it’s just the cycle of  life.”

This year’s event took a 
different focus from the green 
burial one the event normally 
has. This year, DeJong said pri-
or to Death Faire she wanted 
the event to take a deeper dive 
at the connection people have 
with each other, most specifi-
cally with their ancestry. 

“Our ancestry is another 
way I feel we feel a little less 
alone,” she said. “It goes from 
your parents and then you 
have four grandparents and 
then it literally keeps doubling 
every step you take back, 
and so to think about all the 
humans and all the lives and 
all the hardship that got you 
to this point, it’s really liberat-
ing.”

Griffith-Zill said for her, the 
movement and meditation 
Death Faire offers creates a 
space that helps people to go 
through the grieving process in 
a unique way. 

“Co-creating a container 
where people are able to be 
curious, vulnerable, coura-
geous and tap into a place for 
those feelings to be felt and 
expressed — we feel that helps 
heal the grief  in a way that al-
lows for the stored emotions to 
be moved, to be expressed and 
to be felt deeper,” she said. 

Griffith-Zill said this year’s 
event was special to her 
because she feels Death Faire 
allows for people to come to-
gether after all of  the emotion-

al turmoil the pandemic has 
brought on. 

“There’s a deep sense of  
collective grief  after all of  this 
we have been through the past 
couple of  years together,” she 
said. “Having the privilege and 
opportunity to be here together 
in itself  is a celebration, and 
then getting to hold death and 
grief  in a way that we get to 
bring it to the surface and get 
to honor it collectively feels 
really special.”

Community is a common 
theme present at Death Faire. 
From the circles of  strangers 
gathering to share their stories 
of  loss and sorrow, to the room 
full of  friends painting and 
drawing together, Death Faire 
provided an outlet for people 
to come together and process 
their emotions as a communi-
ty. According to DeJong, that’s 
what makes Death Faire so 
special. 

“Grief  has many faces — it’ll 
turn into anger and rage and 
depression,” she said. “Once 
we like can approach and 
nurture our relationships and 
just look at death more as a 
transformation and less so this 
like finite ending, we’ll be able 
to attend to each other’s needs 
more and tend to our own 
needs more and really heal.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com.

DEATH FAIRE

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

An altar to honor the dead at Death Faire 2021.

Board sets public 
hearing on redistricting 

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler City commis-
sioners on Monday set a date for a 
public hearing to discuss two proposed 
maps for redistricting.

The hearings will be held Nov. 15, at 
the board’s next regular meeting, in the 
Multipurpose Room of  the Wren Memo-
rial Library. The location may change 
if  room capacity is exceeded. 

Siler City has to redraw its district 
voting maps after losing population 
since the 2010 census. Only three of  
Siler City’s five districts meet the vot-
ing district population criteria required 
by law. 

The board was presented two maps 
by Blake Esselstyn of  FrontWater LLC 
and Mapfigure consulting, along with 
Deborah Stagner with Tharrington 
Smith LLP. 

Esselstyn said the maps have to meet 
certain requirements to be approved by 
state and federal regulators. 

“These maps are the result of  having 
looked at the population requirements 
through the lens of  the criteria that 
you all have directed us to consider,” he 
said. “Most of  the changes that are hap-
pening are along or near Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, Third Avenue, and 
Third Street.”

The 2020 population for Siler City 
was 7,702, a decrease of  more than 100 
residents from the 2010 census. For 
the redrawn districts to be approved, 
the population of  each district must be 
within +/- 5% of  the “ideal deviation,” 
which in Siler City’s case is 1,540 resi-
dents per district. 

According to Esselstyn, two districts 
were either below or above the allowed 
deviation: Districts 1 and 3. 

“When we look at the existing district 
shapes and the 2020 population, you can 
see that three of  the five districts have 
populations that are within the +/- 5%,” 
he said. “We see that District 1’s popula-
tion is below the essential deviation and 
District 3 is above.”

Esselstyn presented two map options 
to redesign the districts to accommo-
date Siler City’s population loss.

The first option, Option A, has Dis-
trict 5 expanding along Third Avenue 
and East 4th Street. It also has District 
4 expanding into some of  District 3, 
District 1 expanding into District 1, and 

District 2 takes some land from District 
4. 

“In Option A, 95% of  the blocks 
stay the same,” Esselstyn said. “The 
changes that you see are in the neigh-
borhood along Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard.”

The second option, Option B, most 
resembles the current map. Districts 4 
and 1 expand slightly, but other than 
that, the map looks very similar to the 
2010 one. 

“The major difference between 
Option B and Option A is Option B 
looked a little bit harder to try and 
take into account expected population 
growth,” Esselstyn said. “So in addition 
to the residential development in the 
eastern part of  District 1, there’s been 
a development that has been proposed 
and applied for and is expected to be 
proposed again, so in anticipation of  
the potential approval of  that, which 
would be in District 2, it made sense to 
make district two’s population a little 
lower.” 

The public hearing has been set for 
6:30 p.m. on Nov. 15, and members of  
the public are welcome to comment on 
both options Esselstyn presented to the 
board on Monday evening. 

Other business
Commissioners received an update 

from the Siler City police department 
regarding the department’s annual 
report. 

Lt. Andrew Freeman, Lt. Jason Boyd, 
Major Jay Underwood and Chief  Mike 
Wagner presented the police depart-
ment’s statistics over the last year. 
Highlights from the report include:

• Almost 40 calls into the police 
department were in regard to a drug 
overdose in the 2020-2021 year. Five of  
those resulted in death.

• Body worn cameras went online for 
Siler City police in September. 

• All major cases have been cleared, 
including one homicide, two armed 
robberies, 30 sexual assaults, three 
assaults with a deadly weapon and two 
kidnappings.

• All major crime is down except for 
murder and sexual assault. 

• Sexual assault cases jumped by 
250% in the last year. 

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be reached 
at theeden@chathamnr.com.

Staff photo by Taylor Heeden

One of the work sessions at Death Faire. 

SILER CITY COMMISSIONERS

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®

120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Fearrington

Kathy Brommage, CFP®

190 Chatham Downs Drive
Suite 103
919-960-6119

Penguin Place

Eric C Williams, AAMS®

114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Pittsboro

Kevin C Maley
984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill

Jessica L Villagrana
180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Siler City

Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

edwardjones.com     Member SIPC

Work With Life Partner To 
Achieve Mutual Goals
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Scoring frenzy pushes Woods Charter 
men’s soccer past Union in 1st round

BY MITCHELL NORTHAM
News + Record 
Correspondent

CHAPEL HILL — The ball 
bounced high into the cold 
night sky, off the mitts of  the 
goalkeeper for the visiting 
Union High School men’s soc-
cer team. 

As it drifted back toward the 
worn turf  at the Park at Briar 
Chapel, Woods Charter junior 
Vanner Weakley was there to 
intervene. The lanky forward 
hopped into the air and headed 
the ball with a force, past the 
keeper and into the back of  the 
net. 

A celebration ensued.
It was just one of  four goals 

that Woods Charter scored 

Monday night, but it proved 
to be the most crucial one. 
It came in the 68th minute 
and broke a 2-2 tie, giving the 
Wolves a lead at home with 
mere minutes to play.

Both teams would score 
again, but Weakley’s header 
proved to be enough cushion 
between the Wolves and Union 
High’s Spartans. And so, on 
a brisk evening on the soccer 
pitch surrounded by trees full 
of  fall leaves, Woods Charter 
captured a playoff victory over 
Union with a 4-3 score.

“It was very physical, I 
thought we kept our compo-
sure,” Wolves’ head coach 
Graeme Stewart said. “We 
needed to match their inten-
sity. When we had the com-

posure and the discipline, I 
thought we controlled the 
game, mostly. They were look-
ing for the quick break off the 
long ball, a lot. After the first 10 
minutes, we handled it pretty 
well. … We scored some very 
good goals.”

With the win, sixth-seeded 
Woods (10-8) advances in the 
NCHSAA 1A boys soccer play-
offs, and will host 11th-seeded 
River Mill on Thursday. River 
Mill (15-2), located in Graham, 
topped Gates County, 9-0, on 
Monday in a dominant perfor-
mance.

To get its victory, Woods had 
to work hard and pounce on 
opportunities. The opening mo-

WOODS CHARTER 4, UNION 3

Staff photo by Mitchell Northam

Woods Charter midfielder Motasem Mamoun (11) celebrates 
with his teammates after scoring a goal in the Wolves’ 
4-3 playoff win over Union on Monday at the Park at Briar 
Chapel.

Bears’ duo finishes as state runner-up; 
Knights advance to dual-team 4th round

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

CARY — There the rain-
soaked courts sat as a group 
of  spectators waited patient-
ly, watching with intent as 
larger-than-life squeegees 
attempted to soak up the pud-
dles that prevented the start 
of  the NCHSAA 1A Wom-
en’s Tennis Individual State 
Championships last Friday.

The tournament, set to 
start at 9 a.m. at Cary Tennis 
Park, wouldn’t get under way 
until after 11:30 a.m. as just a 
couple of  courts became avail-
able, finally dry thanks to the 
industrial squeegees, sunlight 
and fans desperately working 
to recreate evaporation.

While the rain was a nui-
sance for players, coaches 
and fans alike — delaying the 
start of  the tournament and 
even postponing the day’s 
final match as storms rolled 
through — the clouds in the 
sky weren’t indicative of  the 
day itself.

After all, it was a day full 
of  excitement, nervousness 
and pride for Chathamites, 
as their county had the most 
individual state qualifiers in 
the 1A classification (four), 
including two duos each from 
Chatham Central and Cha-
tham Charter.

The Bears’ doubles qualifi-
ers were the duos of  juniors 
Livvy Brooks & Ellie Phillips, 
the 1A East regional doubles 
champions, and sophomore 
Rachel Albright & junior 
Jaylee Williams.

The Knights’ doubles 

qualifiers were the duos of  
sophomore Elphie Spillman 
& senior Emery Eldridge and 
seniors Ashlyn Hart & Lorelei 
Byrd.

In the tournament itself, 
Brooks/Phillips made it 
all the way to the state title 
match, where they finished as 
the runners-up to the dom-
inant pairing from Mount 
Airy, junior Audrey Marion 
& sophomore Ella Brant, who 
knocked them out by way of  a 
6-1, 6-2 score.

Marion/Brant also elim-

inated two other Chatham 
duos — Chatham Central’s 
Albright/Williams in the first 
round (6-1, 6-1) and Chatham 
Charter’s Hart/Byrd in the 
second round (6-4, 6-4) — en 
route to winning the 1A dou-
bles state championship.

Brooks/Phillips entered 
the tournament with a 13-1 
overall record as the Bears’ 
top doubles pairing, claiming 
the top seed in the 1A East 
after blowing through the 1A 
East Regionals — defeating 
both Eldridge/Spillman (6-1, 

6-3) and Hart/Byrd (6-0, 6-1) — 
a week earlier.

And despite the duo’s talent 
level and resume, it didn’t 
take long before realizing just 
how difficult it’d be to repli-
cate that success.

After waiting over four 
hours to start their first 
match, Brooks/Phillips got 
off to an inconsistent start, 
taking a 3-0 lead in the first 
set before relinquishing it 
and barely holding on to a 
6-5 advantage with Christ the 
King’s Nicole Castillo & Grace 

Sides on their tail.
Castillo/Sides would even 

the set after a 12th-game 
victory, tying it at 6 all, but in 
the heated tiebreaker, Brooks 
returned a deep ball that hit 
just inside the Crusaders’ 
zone and over their heads, 
sealing the 7-6 set win for the 
Bears’ duo.

However, in the second set, 
Brooks/Phillips’ momentum 
failed to carry over from the 
first as they lost it in shocking 
fashion, 1-6, without putting 
up much of  a fight.

And in the third and final 
set, the Bears found them-
selves in a 1-3 hole and on the 
brink of  being upset.

But even when nerves 
were high in Chatham Cen-
tral’s corner, the Bears just 
wouldn’t stay down as Phillips 
sliced a hit down the left side 
and out of  the Crusaders’ 
reach, causing the Bears’ 
crowd to erupt as they came 
one step closer to tying it.

Phillips made a similar play 
later in the set to tie it at 4 
apiece as Brooks gave her yet 
another look of  awe, tap-
ping her racquet as if  to say, 
“We’ve got this.”

And they, in fact, had it, 
winning the next two games 
to take the third set, 6-4, and 
the match (7-6, 1-6, 6-4).

“When they would get over 
the mental block and play the 
tennis that they have been 
working for and training for 
so hard, they were amazing,” 
Heather Brooks, Chatham 
Central’s head tennis coach, 

NCHSAA WOMEN’S TENNIS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Chatham Central junior Ellie Phillips hits a serve during the first set of her duo’s first-
round matchup against Christ the King’s Nicole Castillo/Grace Sides at the NCHSAA 1A 
Individual State Championships at Cary Tennis Park last Friday.

Following Homolka’s resignation, Chargers play 
tough in regular-season finale loss

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Northwood 
had every reason to come out 
flat against Western Alamance 
last Friday night.

Coming off of  a deflating, 
37-0 shutout road loss to the 
Eastern Alamance Eagles a 
week earlier, the Chargers’ 
three-game winning streak 
— snapped by the Eagles that 
night — felt like a lifetime ago.

Then, just five days later, the 
team’s head coach resigned.

Cullen Homolka, the fifth-
year coach who helped lead the 
team to the postseason during 

the 2020-21 season, announced 
his resignation from both his 
teaching and coaching duties 
last Wednesday, the school’s 
athletic director, Cameron Ver-
non, told the News + Record. 
Northwood assistant coach 
Dennis Burton, previously 
acting as the defensive coordi-
nator, was named the interim 
head coach for the rest of  the 
season.

So, entering Friday’s game 
against the Warriors (4-5-1, 3-2 
in Central 3A), the Chargers (4-
5, 2-3 in Central 3A) were with-
out their usual head coach as 
they fought for their postsea-
son lives, which was only going 

to come through one of  the 3A 
East’s 17 wild-card spots.

And while the Warriors ul-
timately handed the Chargers 
their second-straight loss, 21-6, 
it didn’t come without a strong-
willed fight. And a punched 
ticket to the playoffs.

“I thought we played well 
tonight,” Burton said after his 
first game as the Chargers’ 
interim head coach. “I thought 
this was one of  the better 
games we’ve played as a team.”

Early on, Northwood didn’t 
look fazed by the week’s chaos.

After a three-and-out on 

WESTERN ALAMANCE 21, NORTHWOOD 6

See SOCCER, page B2

See CHAMPS, page B4

See NORTHWOOD, page B4

Northwood 
junior 
quarterback 
Will Smith 
drops back 
to throw the 
ball during the 
Chargers’ 21-6 
loss to Western 
Alamance last 
Friday. Smith 
was 5-for-6 for 
73 yards and an 
interception on 
the day.

Staff photo by 
Simon Barbre
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This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

All of the hard work, the long 
hours at practice and the gru-
eling regular seasons have led 
us to this point: the penultimate 
week of fall sports across the 
state. Last week, we saw some of  
Chatham’s best golfers compete 
in the NCHSAA Women’s Golf  
State Championships — includ-
ing Northwood junior Lily Jor-
dan (7th, 3A) and Chatham Char-
ter’s Mackenzie Crossman (10th, 
1A), who finished in the top 10 of  
their respective tournaments — 
and a stellar run by the Woods 
Charter volleyball team (Sweet 
16) and the Northwood volleyball 
team (Elite 8). This week, the 
playoffs begin for men’s soccer 
and football, while there are still 
student-athletes from around 
the county battling it out for 
state titles in cross country and 
women’s tennis. With all of the 
postseason action this week, 
make sure to grab your popcorn. 
Here are this week’s schedules 
and last week’s results.

THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, November 3
Tennis: (5) Chatham Charter 

women at (3) Voyager Academy 
in NCHSAA 1A Dual-Team 
Playoffs, time TBD

Thursday, November 4
Soccer: (6) Jordan-Matthews 

men vs. (22) East Bladen in 2nd 
round of  NCHSAA 2A state 
playoffs, 6 p.m.

Soccer: (6) Woods Charter 
men vs. (11) River Mill in 2nd 
round of  NCHSAA 1A state 
playoffs, 6 p.m.

Friday, November 5
Football: (24) Chatham Cen-

tral at (9) Riverside-Martin in 
1st round of  NCHSAA 1A state 
playoffs, 7 p.m.

Football: (31) Northwood at (2) 
Northern Nash in 1st round of  
NCHSAA 3A state playoffs, 7 p.m.

Saturday, November 6
Cross Country: Chatham 

Charter, Northwood, Woods 
Charter at NCHSAA 1A/3A 
State Championships at Ivey 
M. Redmon Sports Complex in 
Kernersville, 10 a.m.

Tennis: Chatham Charter 
women at NCHSAA 1A Du-
al-Team State Championships 
(depending on Wednesday 
results) at Burlington Tennis 
Center, time TBA

Cross Country: Seaforth at 
NCHSAA 2A State Champion-
ships at Ivey M. Redmon Sports 
Complex in Kernersville, 2 p.m.

LAST WEEK 

Monday, October 25
Soccer: The Woods Charter 

men shut out the Chatham Char-
ter Knights, 5-0, to continue their 
three-game conference winning 
streak. Leading the Wolves 
on the night were sophomore 
Motasem Mamoun (4 goals) and 
senior Caleb Jackson (1 goal).

Tuesday, October 26
Golf: The Chatham Central, 

Chatham Charter, Seaforth 
and Woods Charter women 
all had representatives at the 
NCHSAA 1A/2A State Cham-
pionships at Longleaf  Golf  & 
Family Club in Southern Pines. 
Chatham participants, in 
order of  finish, were: Chatham 
Charter sophomore Mackenzie 
Crossman (10th, 168 (+24)), 
Woods Charter sophomore 
Elise Teddy Taylor (T-28th, 
190 (+46)), Seaforth freshman 
Avery Fauth (41st, 200 (+56)), 
Chatham Central junior Rea-
gan Mize (T-53rd, 211 (+67)), 
Woods Charter senior Sophie 
Taylor (T-59th, 215 (+71)) and 
Seaforth sophomore Olivia 
Dennis (T-62nd, 216 (+72)).

Golf: The Northwood women 
had two golfers — junior Lily 
Jordan (T-7th, 168 (+24)) and 
senior Lindsay Vickers (T-36th, 
195 (+51)) — competing at the 
NCHSAA 3A State Champion-
ships at Foxfire Resort.

Tennis: The No. 1 Chatham 
Central women defeated the 
No. 8 Rosewood Eagles, 8-1, to 
advance to the 3rd round of  
the NCHSAA 1A Dual-Team 
Playoffs.

Tennis: The No. 5 Chatham 
Charter women swept the No. 
4 Jones Senior Trojans, 9-0, to 
advance to the 3rd round of  
the NCHSAA 1A Dual-Team 
Playoffs. Winning their singles 
matches for the Knights were 
sophomore Elphie Spillman 
(6-4, 6-4), senior Emery El-
dridge (6-1, 6-0), senior Ashlyn 
Hart (6-0, 6-0), senior Lorelei 
Byrd (6-2, 6-0), junior Rebecca 
Brookshire (6-0, 6-0) and senior 
Emily Stecher (6-0, 6-0), while 
the duos of  Spillman/Eldridge 
(8-5), Hart/Byrd (8-2) and 
Brookshire/Stecher (8-1) won 
their doubles matches.

Tennis: The No.9 Seaforth 
women narrowly defeated the 
No. 1 Clinton Dark Horses, 5-4, 
to advance to the 3rd round of  
the NCHSAA 2A Dual-Team 
Playoffs.

Soccer: The Jordan-Mat-
thews men defeated the Cum-
mings Cavaliers, 3-1, on the 
road to stay unbeaten at 17-0-1 
on the season. This was the 
first time in well over a month 
that the Jets didn’t score at 
least 6 goals or shut out their 
opponent.

Volleyball: The No. 12 North-
wood women came back from 
an early 2-0 deficit to defeat 
the No. 5 Cape Fear Colts on 
the road, 3-2, to advance to the 
Sweet 16 of  the NCHSAA 3A 
playoffs. Leading the Chargers 
on the day were sophomore 
Asia Thigpen (29 kills, 2 aces, 
10 digs) and senior Hannah 
Forbes (26 kills, 1 ace, 10 digs).

Volleyball: The No. 7 Woods 
Charter women swept the 
No. 10 East Columbus Gators, 
3-0, at home to advance to the 
Sweet 16 of  the NCHSAA 1A 
playoffs. Leading the Wolves on 
the evening were sophomore 
Lexi Smollen (24 kills, 5 aces, 6 
digs), senior Jana Thompson (2 

kills, 2 aces, 18 digs) and fresh-
man Maya Sheridan (2 kills, 
5 aces, 6 digs, 28 assists). See 
match report in this edition.

Soccer: The Northwood men 
defeated the Western Alamance 
Warriors, 3-2, on the road to 
close out the regular season 
with an 11-9-1 overall record 
(8-3-1 in the Central 3A confer-
ence). Scoring for the Chargers 
on the night were senior Walker 
Johnson (2 goals) and senior 
Ayden Turner (1 goal).

Wednesday, October 27
Soccer: The Chatham Char-

ter men fell to the River Mill 
Jaguars, 5-2, to finish the regu-
lar season with an 0-17 record.

Soccer: The Woods Charter 
men won their regular-season 
finale against the Southern 
Wake Academy Lions, 3-2, in 
overtime to finish the season 
with a 9-8 overall record (9-1 
in the Central Tar Heel 1A 
conference).

Thursday, October 28
Volleyball: The No. 7 Woods 

Charter women fell to the No. 
2 Neuse Charter Cougars, 3-1, 
on the road in the Sweet 16 of  
the NCHSAA 1A state playoffs. 
The Wolves end the season 
with an 18-4 overall record and 
a Central Tar Heel 1A confer-
ence title.

Volleyball: The No. 12 North-
wood women swept the No. 4 
Croatan Cougars, 3-0, on the 
road to advance to the Elite 8 of  
the NCHSAA 3A state playoffs. 

Friday, October 29
Tennis: The Chatham 

Central and Chatham Charter 
women each had two doubles 
teams competing in the dou-
bles bracket of  the NCHSAA 
1A Individual State Champion-
ships at Cary Tennis Park. The 
Bears’ duo of  juniors Olivia 
Brooks & Ellie Phillips — de-
feated Christ the King’s Nicole 
Castillo & Grace Sides (7-6 (4), 
1-6, 6-4) in the first round and 
East Wilkes’ Tristen Blevins 
& Kristie Brown (2-6, 7-5, 6-3) 
in the second — made it all the 
way to the state title match, 
falling to Mount Airy’s Carrie 
Marion & Ella Brant (1-6, 2-6). 
The Knight’s duo of  seniors 
Ashlyn Hart & Lorelei Byrd 
— defeated Mount Airy’s Lily 
Morris & Charlotte Hauser 
(6-4, 6-4) in the first round — 
made it to the second round, 
where they lost to Marion & 
Brant (1-6, 0-6). The Bears’ duo 
of  sophomore Rachel Albright 
& junior Jaylee Williams fell 
to Marion & Brant in the first 
round (1-6, 1-6), while the 
Knights’ duo of  sophomore 
Elphie Spillman & senior 
Emery Eldridge fell to Blevins 
& Brown in the first round (3-6, 
4-6). See event report in this 
edition.

Tennis: The Seaforth women 
had one player, sophomore 
Evelyn Atkins, compete in the 
singles bracket of  NCHSAA 
2A Individual State Champi-
onships at Ting Park in Holly 

Springs, where Atkins lost 
in the first round to John A. 
Holmes’ Ellie Spear (4-6, 6-4, 
1-6).

Football: Northwood lost 
a home game to the Western 
Alamance Warriors, 21-6, to 
finish the regular season with 
a 4-5 overall record. Despite 
two conference losses in a row, 
the Chargers earned a postsea-
son berth and will take on the 
Northern Nash Knights in the 
NCHSAA 3A state playoffs on 
Friday. See game report in this 
edition.

Football: Chatham Central 
suffered a lopsided loss to the 
North Moore Mustangs, 36-6, to 
finish the regular season with 
a 1-7 record. Leading the Bears 
on the day were senior quar-
terback Malachi Moore (4-for-8 
for 38 yards and 1 interception; 
3 carries for 53 yards) and 
senior running back Trey Clay 
(14 carries for 143 yards). The 
Bears will face off against the 
Riverside-Martin Knights in 
the first round of  the NCHSAA 
1A state playoffs on Friday.

Football: Jordan-Matthews 
earned its first win of  the 
season in a shut-out victory 
over the East Chapel Hill Wild-
cats, 24-0. The Jets finished 
the regular season with a 1-9 
overall record and avoided a 
second-straight winless season.

Saturday, October 30
Cross Country: Chatham 

Central, Chatham Charter 
and Woods Charter competed 
in the 1A Mideast Regional at 
WakeMed Soccer Park, where 
the Wolves won the men’s 
race as a team (86 points) and 
finished second in the women’s 
race (54 points). The Knights 
placed third (104 points) and 
the Bears placed fifth (140 
points) in the men’s race, while 
neither team qualified as a 
team in the women’s race. State 
qualifiers for the Chatham 
Co. men are: senior Brandon 
McKoy (CCS, first, 17:02.76), 
junior Wiley Sikes (WCS, 
second, 17:07.58), sophomore 
Kolton Phillips (CCHS, fourth, 
18:24.13), senior Caleb Kolb 
(CCS, fifth, 18:46.95), junior 
Collin Thompson (WCS, 14th, 
19:22.93), junior Silas Chris-
tenbury (CCS, 17th, 19:33.50), 
freshman Dylan De Leon Vil-
laneuva (WCS, 21st, 19:38.83), 
senior Nichols Vallant (WCS, 
24th, 19:43.09), freshman Jesse 
Sikes (WCS, 38th, 21:01.94), 
senior Thomas O’Hara (CCS, 
49th, 21:43.42), sophomore 
Colton Todd (CCS, 50th, 
21:45.27), sophomore Ethan 
Green (WCS, 56th, 21:55.10), ju-
nior Ethan Galiger (WCS, 59th, 
22:06.99), junior Landon Rakes 
(CCS, 64th, 22:15.08) and fresh-
man Julian Todero (CCS, 75th, 
23:09.58). State qualifiers for 
the Chatham Co. women are: 
sophomore Ellie Poitras (WCS, 
second, 20:20.65), junior Maddie 
Sparrow (WCS, third, 20:29.88), 
freshman Anna Peeler (WCS, 
ninth, 23:06.53), junior Chloe 
Richard (WCS, 18th, 24:04.27), 

sophomore Meredith Reese 
(CCS, 23rd, 24:33.46), fresh-
man Isabel Wood (WCS, 32nd, 
26:03.92), senior Analise De 
Leon Villanueva (WCS, 35th, 
26:17.89) and freshman Brylee 
Downs (WCS, 48th, 27:55.70).

Cross Country: Jordan-Mat-
thews and Seaforth competed 
in the 2A Mideast Regional at 
WakeMed Soccer Park, where 
the Hawks placed second in the 
men’s race (75 points) and third 
in the women’s race (106 points), 
qualifying them for states in 
both races. The Jets, on the 
other hand, finished eighth in 
the men’s race (254 points) and 
ninth in the women’s race (263 
points). State qualifiers for the 
Chatham Co. men are: freshman 
Jack Anstrom (SHS, second, 
16:23.86), freshman Will Cuicchi 
(SHS, 13th, 18:12.64), sophomore 
Andrew Parker (SHS, 16th, 
18:19.74), sophomore Ethan 
Becker (SHS, 17th, 18:20.01), 
freshman Evan Hepburn (SHS, 
29th, 18:58.53), sophomore 
Harry Mendlovitz (SHS, 43rd, 
20:09.86) and freshman Connor 
Yalch (SHS, 47th, 20:30.73). State 
qualifiers for the Chatham Co. 
women are: freshman Claire 
Morgan (SHS, 12th, 22:56.31), 
sophomore Lily Cox (SHS, 13th, 
23:00.37), freshman Zuzanna 
Mikolajec (SHS, 20th, 23:20.09), 
freshman Ava Belle Cox (SHS, 
27th, 23:54.51), freshman Katie 
Johnson (SHS, 35th, 25:13.37), 
freshman Abbie Lehman (SHS, 
49th, 27:18.51). and freshman 
Juana Jimenez (SHS, 53rd, 
27:35.00).

Cross Country: Northwood 
competed in the 3A Mideast 
Regional, hosted at Northwood, 
where the Chargers placed sec-
ond as a team in the men’s race 
(78 points) and fourth in the 
women’s race (138 points), qual-
ifying them for states as a team 
in both races. State qualifiers 
for the Northwood men: senior 
Colin Henry (fifth, 17:01.46), 
junior Christian Glick (12th, 
17:34.50), junior Jackson Adams 
(16th, 17:39.62), junior Matthews 
Sullivan (18th, 17:46.42), senior 
Andrew Kimbrel (27th, 18:27.07), 
sophomore Noah Nielson (43rd, 
19:16.67) and freshman Ian Hen-
ry (46th, 19:28.48). State qualifi-
ers for the Northwood women 
are: senior Caroline Murrell 
(first, 18:36.63), senior Emma 
Serrano (seventh, 20:49.09), 
sophomore Rokia Sissoko (37th, 
23:36.13), senior Emma Iacono 
(50th, 24:12.52), freshman 
Avery Adams (51st, 24:17.13), 
sophomore Sydney Markham 
(52nd, 24:18.59) and senior Ella 
Hennessey (60th, 24:36.18).

Volleyball: The No. 12 
Northwood women fell to the 
No. 1 Cedar Ridge Fighting Red 
Wolves, 3-0, in the Elite 8 of  the 
NCHSAA 3A volleyball playoffs. 
The Chargers finish the season 
with a 24-6 overall record, the 
best in program history.

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.

CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

ments of  the game were 
sloppy, and Union — 
despite just two wins on 
the season — actually got 
on the scoreboard first 
when the boys from Rose 
Hill scored on a counter 
attack in the 11th minute.

Within minutes 
though, the game’s 
momentum quickly see-
sawed back into Woods’ 
favor. 

The Wolves found 
an equalizer in the 
17th minute when 
sophomore midfield-
er Motasem Mamoun 
found the back of  the 
net. The sequence 
began for Woods when 
junior midfielder Gra-
den O’Connor stepped 
in front of  an attempted 
clearance by Union, 
then quickly passed 
possession off to Weak-
ley, who was unmarked 
at the top of  the box. 
Instead of  shooting as 
a defender closed in on 
him, Weakley turned 
and laid the ball off to 
his left, where Mamoun 
ran onto it and blasted a 
shot toward the far post 
and past the Spartans’ 
keeper.

Woods quickly added 

another score moments 
later, when freshman 
defender Aaron Teta 
leapt up over Union 
defenders to head in a 
corner delivery from 
junior midfielder Ethan 
Heatherington.

“We had some good 
individual performanc-
es,” Stewart said. “We did 
well, overall. I’m really 
pleased. When you’re 
playing a team like that 
— that’s really commit-
ted, really intense, really 
fighting for the shirt — 
it’s always going to be a 
tough game.”

Union worked its way 
back into the match in 
the second half  by using 
grit and physicality. 
Then, in the 64th min-
ute, there was a scram-
ble for the ball in the 
Woods penalty area and 
Union’s Alfredo Her-
nandez slotted a quick 
close-range shot past the 
Wolves’ keeper.

Minutes later, though, 
Woods responded with 
Weakley’s important 
goal. It was the sixth 
score of  the season for 
the standout junior.

“(Weakley) has been 
working hard to get that 
touch and movement,” 
Stewart said. “Tonight, 
he was doing it at pace, 
and that makes a big 

difference. He’s got a 
good IQ; we’re just trying 
to get him to use it. And 
now he’s using it, and 
he’s a different player. Up 
top looked pretty danger-
ous.”

The contest didn’t end 
there though. Around 
the 80th minute, Woods 
scored again on a strike 
from junior midfielder 
Carter Lapp that made 
Stewart pump his fists. 
The Wolves also misfired 
on a penalty kick late 
in the match too, which 
would have grown their 
lead even more.

With a two-goal lead 
in the waning moments 
of  the game, the Wolves 
relaxed for a moment, 
which was enough 
time for Union to get a 
score back. A long, lofty 
attempt from Union’s 
Jonathan Torres sailed 

out of  reach for the 
Wolves’ keeper and 
landed softly in the back 
of  the net. However, time 
didn’t allow for Union to 
get another attempt at 
the goal.

Before Thursday 
arrives, first on the to-do 
list for the Wolves is to 
recharge and regain their 
strength. They’ll need it 
if  they want to keep ad-
vancing in the playoffs.

“We’ll have some 
knocks, because we’re 
a small squad,” Stewart 
said. “Then it’s just refo-
cusing, mentally getting 
ready to play another 
intense game.”  

Ethan 
Heatherington 
surveys the 
field for a 
throw-in 
for Woods 
Charter in the 
Wolves’ 4-3 
playoff win 
over Union on 
Monday at the 
Park at Briar 
Chapel.

Staff photo by 
Mitchell Northam

SOCCER
Continued from page B1

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

It’s Time To Stock Your Pond!
DELIVERY WILL BE:  

Saturday, November 13
•Carthage 1:15-2:00 @ Carthage Farm Supply

•Sanford 3:00-3:45 @ Carolina Town & Country
Wednesday, November 17

•Graham 11:30-12:15 @ Graham Feed 
•Chapel Hill 3:15-4:00 @ Piedmont Feed 

Thursday, November 18
•Pittsboro 8:00-8:45 @ Pittsboro Feed

•Siler City 9:15-10:00 @ Southern States
•Asheboro 10:45-11:30 @ Southern States

To Place an Order Call
Toll Free 1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

(Across river from Gulf ) 

150 Logan Farm Lane
919-776-2277 or 919-776-1898

- Logan Farms - 

NOW AVAILABLE

SWEET 

POTATOES
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‘I feel relieved’: Wolves overcome mid-match 
struggles in sweep of Gators, advance to Sweet 16
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

Editor’s note: This story 
was published online ahead of  
Northwood and Woods Char-
ter’s Sweet 16 matchups. It’s 
since been updated to reflect the 
following matches’ results.

CHAPEL HILL — Resilience 
is one of  the primary ingredi-
ents for winning a title.

Facing adversity, tackling 
difficulty and having the ability 
to bounce back from it is a 
quality only given to a select 
few teams and athletes.

But after Oct. 26th’s sec-
ond-round NCHSAA playoff 
matches, it’s clear that it’s also 
a requirement to play volley-
ball in Chatham County.

On Tuesday night, both the 
No. 7 Woods Charter Wolves 
(1A) and No. 12 Northwood 
Chargers (3A) advanced to 
the Sweet 16 after hard-fought 
matches against tough oppo-
nents as both teams continue 
to have the best seasons in 
their respective program’s 
history.

Northwood, having traveled 
an hour and a half  to Fayette-
ville to take on No. 5 Cape Fear, 
dropped the first two sets to the 
Colts (28-26, 25-21) before gain-
ing its footing and taking the 
next three (26-24, 25-21, 15-9) to 
win the five-set thriller.

The Chargers went on 
to sweep the No. 4 Croatan 
Cougars (25-18, 25-16, 25-19) on 
the road in the Sweet 16 before 
falling to the No. 1 Cedar Ridge 
Fighting Red Wolves (26-28, 21-
25, 14-25) in the Elite 8.

Woods Charter, on the other 
hand, hosted the No. 10 East 
Columbus Gators for its sec-
ond-round contest, but despite 
the 3-0 final score, the Wolves 
were on the brink of  a collapse 
in the second set.

Yet, as resilient teams do, 
they bent, but didn’t break.

“I feel relieved and fortu-
nate,” Scott Green, the Wolves’ 
head coach, said following the 
win. “They had a good team, 
we were fortunate to win. 
We had a couple of  rotations 
where we were having trouble 
with their servicing — they’ve 

got good servers — but we 
managed to eventually get 
through that and take advan-
tage of  our attack.”

After a first set in which 
the Wolves started out in a 5-1 
hole before storming back and 
taking 22 of  the next 29 points 
to win the set 25-19, they found 
their momentum carrying over 
to the second set, dominating 
the Gators from the jump.

Wolves sophomore outside 
hitter Lexi Smollen was re-
sponsible for all of  her team’s 
first four points — including 
three kills and a combined 
block at the net with senior 
Emma Hobbs — but after an 
ace by senior Jana Thompson, 
a gentle kill by senior Ada 
Green and a few other im-
pressive points from Smollen 
and her teammates, Woods 
Charter had taken a 12-3 lead 
and looked to be rolling to a 
second-set victory.

But in the playoffs, teams 
rarely roll over and die. The 
Gators were no exception. East 
Columbus suddenly kicked 
it into gear, stepping up and 

making big plays when they 
needed it. The Gators went on 
a 9-1 run — including three 
aces and six total possessions 
that never made it back to the 
Gators’ side — as their serving 
began giving the Wolves fits.

In the blink of  an eye, the 
score was 13-12 with the Wolves 
holding on to a narrow one-
point lead with almost nothing 
going right for them.

“I don’t think that server 
served in the first set, so for 
them to come out and have a 
great server, it was a little bit 
of  a shock to us because we 
were used to the same six,” 
Smollen said of  the Wolves’ 
second-set woes. “So she got 
out there and (her serve) had 
topspin. Nobody had used top-
spin all game. So it took a little 
bit of  adjusting.”

For the second time in the 
match, though, the Wolves’ 
resiliency kicked in.

Even as the Gators were on 
their tails, the Wolves never 
stumbled and gave up their 
lead. They were on top the 
whole way.

With the set 15-14 in favor of  
Woods Charter, East Columbus 
junior Harmony Somerville hit 
the ball out of  bounds at the 
back of  the Wolves’ zone.

From there, the Wolves won 
the next four points, including a 
point on a nice hit from fresh-
man Maya Sheridan, two strong 
attacks from Smollen (featuring 
one emphatic kill) and a kill by 
Green where she caught East 
Columbus off guard, knocking 
it unexpectedly to the left-cen-
ter of  the court.

Volleyball — like basket-
ball — is a game of  runs. And 
Woods Charter’s 5-0 run in the 
second set not only sealed the 
deal on a 2-0 match lead, but 
also sealed East Columbus’ 
postseason fate.

“We try to encourage each 
other — not criticize — and 
just build each other up, lift 
each other up,” Green said 
about bouncing back in the 
second set, “and just forget 
about the last play and go on to 
the next one. That’s helped us 
the whole season.”

The Gators went on to win 

just five more points for the 
remainder of  the set as the 
Wolves re-took control, eventu-
ally winning it, 25-19.

In the third set, it was all 
Woods Charter from the first 
serve.

Sheridan had a strong run at 
the service line, Smollen and 
Green combined for a couple 
of  stuffed shots at the net and 
Thompson, Hobbs and senior 
Julia Christian held their own, 
saving points during impres-
sive volleys.

The Wolves had officially 
found their rhythm, jumping 
out to a 21-4 third-set lead in a 
set that saw major contribu-
tions from everyone in white 
and green.

Despite a hiccup that allowed 
the Gators to win eight straight 
points, it was too little, too late, 
as the Wolves took the set, 25-
12, to win the match, 3-0, and 
advance to their first Sweet 16 
in program history.

“We’ve got a group of  seniors 
who have played together for 
four years and their commu-
nication with each other, plus 
the newer, younger underclass-
men,” Green said, “it’s just all 
come together this season.”

No. 7 Woods Charter (18-4) 
went on to lose to the No. 2 
Neuse Charter Cougars (25-2) 
on the road in the Sweet 16 (20-
25, 17-25, 25-23, 25-14).

It was the Wolves’ first road 
game of  the postseason and 
their first road game overall 
since Oct. 13 against Clover 
Garden (a 3-1 victory). But if  
the first two rounds of  postsea-
son showed anything, it’s that 
this Woods Charter team isn’t 
afraid, no matter the competi-
tion.

“I’m going to go look at some 
video tonight of  our opponent 
and try to prepare for them to-
morrow as best we can,” Green 
said before the match against 
Neuse Charter. “(Right now), 
the whole group is just gelled 
together in a great way. It’s fun 
to watch.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.   

WOODS CHARTER 3, EAST COLUMBUS 0 | NORTHWOOD 3, CAPE FEAR 2

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Woods Charter freshman Maya Sheridan (12) and senior Emma Hobbs (9) work together to 
block a shot at the net in the Wolves’ 3-0 sweep of East Columbus in the second round of 
the NCHSAA 1A volleyball playoffs on Oct. 26.

• Install and Repair Septic Systems
• Pump Existing Septic Tanks
• All Sorts of Backhoe Work
• Specializing in Bush Hogging
• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

CHATHAM ELDINGW SERVICE
LLC

919-545-6625
Bobby Townsend Owner

chathamweldingservice@gmail.com

AT YOUR

No job too small
Steve Felts  Owner/Operator
-French Drains   -Drains   -Water lines
-Find leaks   -Dig Footings
-Grading for concrete slabs
-All kinds of Backhoe and Skidsteer work
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College Football Playoff expansion has never made more sense
There’s not enough parity 

in college 
football. 

Every year, 
the question 
is a matter 
of  when, not 
if, Alabama, 
Ohio State 
and Clemson 
will meet in 
the College 
Football Play-

off. Since its creation in 2014, 
the College Football Playoff has 
featured just 11 teams, with 
Alabama and Clemson appear-
ing in six of  the seven years 
and Ohio State and Oklahoma 
four different times. Only four 
teams have ever won the title. 

But for the first time this 
year, it seems we may have 
a little shake up. Clemson is 

struggling and eliminated from 
playoff contention, and ear-
ly-season losses by Ohio State 
and Alabama have them on thin 
ice heading into tough Novem-
ber stretches. And this could 
mean chaos in the selection 
show with multiple schools 
having solid cases to make it. 

Other than Georgia, which 
at this point seems like an 
almost sure thing to run the 
table for an undefeated regular 
season, the playoff door is wide 
open. Cincinnati, which gave 
the Bulldogs a scare in the 
Peach Bowl last season, is still 
undefeated and has bolstered 
its strength of  schedule with a 
road win over Notre Dame. 

The committee, however, 
has never allowed a non-Power 
Five school into the playoff. 
If  the committee recognizes 

an unbeaten Cincinnati, that 
essentially leaves two spots 
for four conference champi-
ons. There is a very realistic 
possibility that a one-loss Big 
10 champion, a one-loss Pac 12 
champion and a one-loss Big 
12 champion all exist in the 
final week. That doesn’t even 
include Alabama, which could 
play spoiler in the SEC Cham-
pionship. 

It’s time to expand the play-
off.

In recent years, discussions 
have grown on the topic of  in-
creasing the number of  teams 
to six, eight or 12. Arguments 
can be made that although 
it would give more schools a 
chance to win, the same dom-
inant teams will prevail. How-
ever, if  we continue to show the 
same teams on national spot-

light playoff games, recruiting 
will only benefit them and it 
will be a continuous cycle. This 
could give the smaller schools 
a fighting chance.

The playoff system decreased 
the significance of  playing in a 
bowl game. Nowadays, play-
ers are rightfully sitting out 
essentially meaningless games 
to stay healthy before declar-
ing for the NFL Draft. If  the 
games became more meaning-
ful and their draft stock could 
improve, that would change. 
College football is more excit-
ing when the best players are 
on the field. 

Another argument is that it 
is a burden on the athletes to 
play the extra games. But what 
if  we removed one non confer-
ence game from the schedule? 
Additionally, if  it were an 

eight-team playoff, it would be 
one extra game for only four 
teams. It would also allow for 
more raucous home crowds, 
instead of  only neutral-site 
games with little atmosphere. 

Finally, there would be vir-
tually no more controversial 
scenarios. Texas A&M seemed 
to have a compelling case last 
year with just one loss against 
the eventual champion Ala-
bama, but undefeated Notre 
Dame nabbed the final spot. 

Hearing UCF fans claim a 
National Championship in 2017 
was funny, but it also showed a 
major flaw in the system.

An expanded playoff would 
change that. 

Max Baker can be reached at 
max@chathamnr.com and @
maxbaker_15.

MAX BAKER
CN+R Intern

said. “They started off 
both matches on Friday 
a little slow. I think they 
were really nervous even 
though they’d never tell 
us that. ... But once they 
started playing to win 
and not to lose, that’s 
when they started play-
ing their tennis.”

In the second round, 
Brooks/Phillips were 
down, 1-4, in the first 
set against East Wilkes’ 
Tristen Blevins & Kristie 
Brown — who defeated 
the Knights’ Spillman/
Eldridge in the first 
round (6-3, 6-4) — when 
the storm clouds rolled 
in and, because the Cary 
Tennis Center had no 
available indoor courts, 
forced the postponement 
of  the match until Satur-
day.

It was a decision that 
only set to benefit the 
Bears, giving them an 
overnight breather after 
their marathon first-
round match.

Brooks/Phillips went 
on to lose the first set 
on Saturday, 2-6, before 
storming back to win the 
next two (7-5, 6-3) and 
punch their ticket to the 
title match, where they’d 
eventually lose to the 
Marion/Brant power-
house.

Despite the loss in the 
championship match, 
Brooks/Phillips are still 
just juniors with a wildly 
successful first season 
as the Bears’ No. 1 duo, 
giving their moms and 
coaches, Heather Brooks 
(head coach) and Wendy 
Phillips (assistant coach) 
plenty to be excited about 
for the future.

“I think this team is 
only going to do bigger 
things next year,” Brooks 
said. “We had the state 
runners-up in individual 
doubles and they’ve made 
a goal to be in the same 
place next year and win.”

“They’re all hungry 
right now, they’re prac-
ticing on their own time 
and getting together,” 

added Wendy Phillips, the 
Bears’ assistant coach. “I 
feel like these girls have 
kind of  given themselves 
an introduction to the 
East. ... I don’t think we’ll 
have a problem getting 
seeded now.”

Chatham Charter’s 
doubles team of  Hart/
Byrd was the only other 
Chatham duo to win 
their first-round match, 
downing Mount Airy’s 
Lily Morris & Charlotte 
Hauser (6-4, 6-4), in a 
hard-fought victory.

“In the first match, 
they played really well 
together, they knew 
what each other was 
doing,” said Kelly 
Eldridge, Chatham 
Charter’s head coach, 
after the tournament on 
Friday. “They would just 
move together really 
well and kind of  antici-
pate what the other was 
doing. … (In the second 
round), the team was 
just really solid and had 
some really great shots. 
I’m still super proud of  
them.”

Aside from the 1A 
tournament Seaforth also 
had a player competing 
in the 2A singles bracket 
at Ting Park in Holly 
Springs, where sopho-
more Evelyn Atkins lost 
in the first round (4-6, 6-4, 
1-6) to John A. Holmes’ 
Ellie Spear.

Competing as a team
While the Individual 

State Championships 
stole the show this past 
weekend, Monday was 
the continuation of  the 
NCHSAA Dual-Team 
Playoffs, where three 
Chatham teams compet-
ed for a shot at the state 
semifinals.

No. 9 Seaforth, in its 
first season as a program, 
took the court against No. 
13 Research Triangle in 
the 2A bracket, dropping 
the match, 9-0.

On the 1A side of  
things, No. 1 Chatham 
Central and No. 5 Cha-
tham Charter duked 
it out in a showdown 
for the county, where 
the Knights upset the 
Bears in fairly dominant 

fashion, 6-3, to advance to 
the 1A East Dual-Team 
Regional.

Winning their singles 
matches for the Knights 
were Spillman (7-6 (7-3), 
4-6, 0-0 (10-7)), Byrd (6-1, 
6-0), junior Rebecca 
Brookshire (6-1, 6-1) and 
senior Emily Stecher 
(6-0, 6-0), while the duos 
of  Byrd/Hart (8-5) and 
Brookshire/Stecher (8-1) 
winning their doubles 
matches.

The Bears got singles 
wins from Phillips (7-6 
(9-7), 6-1) and sophomore 
Rachel Albright (4-6, 6-0, 
0-0 (10-5)), while Brooks/
Phillips won their dou-
bles match (8-6).

Over the last few years, 
the Bears and Knights 
have developed a rela-
tionship as a couple of  
the top tennis programs 
in the county, often 
playing each other mul-
tiple times per season in 
friendly, but competitive, 
matches.

On Friday, Kelly El-
dridge said in a match of  
this caliber, all friend-
ships would have to take 
a back seat.

“It’s hard just because 
we’ve played them twice 
(this season),” Eldridge 
said ahead of  the contest 
with the Bears. “But 
we’ve just got to treat it 
like a playoff game. Try to 
take the personal out of  it 
while we’re playing and 
see if  we can swing one 
more win. … We want to 
have fun, we want to com-
pete, but we want to win 
at the end of  the day.”

And with a team 
overflowing with seniors, 
it’s clear the Knights are 
hungry to capture glory 
before they have to shift 
around nearly their en-
tire lineup next season.

“(The seniors) have 
brought experience, 
definitely,” Eldridge said. 
“They brought the cama-
raderie within the team, 
telling each other what 
they need to do, but in a 
team spirit kind of  way 
because they want each 
other to win and succeed 
and get better.”

The Knights will face 

off against the third-seed-
ed Voyager Academy 
Vikings in the 1A Region-

al on Wednesday.

Reporter Victor Hensley 

can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.   

the first drive of  the game, followed by 
a punt return into Chargers’ territo-
ry, the Northwood defense stood up 
against the Warriors on their first 
possession, shutting down their offense 
and forcing a turnover on downs on the 
Chargers’ 36-yard-line in just four plays 
— thanks, in part, to a botched snap on 
fourth down, a common theme for an 
up-and-down Warriors offense through-
out the night.

The Chargers capitalized on the 
defensive stop as senior running back 
Dashaun Vines-McSwain broke the 
game wide open, bolting through the 
middle of  the line and taking it 55 yards 
to the Warriors’ red zone.

Two plays later, Vines-McSwain 
completed the touchdown drive with 
a 4-yard TD run around the right side. 
A failed two-point conversion gave the 
Chargers a 6-0 lead midway through the 
first period.

However, as great as the Chargers 
looked on both sides early on, that 
would be the last time they’d find the 
end zone on the night— or put points on 
the board at all.

And it was only a matter of  time 
before Western Alamance did.

On the ensuing drive, Northwood 
sophomore linebacker Ryan Brinker 
blocked a Western Alamance punt, 

allowing the Chargers to take over at 
the Warriors’ 40-yard-line.

But as has been the case in many 
losses this season, the Chargers’ run-
first offense got nowhere, carrying the 
ball four times for just three yards and 
turning it over on downs.

While Northwood’s defense played 
well in the opening quarter — allow-
ing just 13 yards on three possessions 
— it continued to be susceptible to big 
passing plays, as seen on Western Ala-
mance’s first drive of  the second quarter 
— a 69-yard TD pass from sophomore 
quarterback Evan Kuehnel to senior 
wide receiver Kaden Wilborn, who slant-
ed across the middle of  the field and 
torched the secondary for an easy score.

Northwood fumbled the ball during 
the return of  the ensuing kickoff and it 
was recovered by Western Alamance, 
which took over at the Chargers’ 
26-yard-line and promptly scored on a 
1-yard TD run on a short, six-play drive.

All of  a sudden, the Chargers found 
themselves in a 14-6 hole that they’d 
never dig themselves out of.

“Big plays (changed the game),” Bur-
ton said. “It’s kind of  been our thing 
all year. We’ll just have a breakdown 
and they get a big play and it costs us 
points.”

In the second half, Western Ala-
mance’s slippery junior running back 
Mason Hogsed helped lead the War-
riors to another scoring drive, capped 
off by a 12-yard-run by Hogsed to give 

his team a 21-6 lead toward the end of  
the third quarter.

Down by 15 points and having had 
its last two drives result in few yards 
— just 6 total — on six run plays, 
the Chargers decided to do what the 
student section had been clamoring for 
since the first half: throw the football.

The Chargers brought in sophomore 
quarterback Will Smith — which they 
did throughout the night on passing 
downs — and let him finish out the 
game at the end of  the fourth quarter. 
Smith aired it out to senior running 
back Jalen Paige as he streaked down 
the right sideline, completing the 57-
yard catch before being thrown down at 
the Warriors’ 2-yard-line.

While Northwood had the perfect op-
portunity to cut it to a one-score game, 
the Chargers ran four run plays from 
inside the 2-yard-line and mustered just 
a single yard. They turned it over on 
downs as Western Alamance celebrated 
a hard-nosed goal-line stop.

From there, the Chargers’ momen-
tum was shot.

“I think if  we score that, we get a 
stop and we’ve got that last drive where 
we’re trying to do it, maybe we end 
up a touchdown short, I don’t know, 
but it definitely changes the way they 
would have played,” Burton said of  the 
goal-line stand. “We made a couple of  
mistakes and that’s what hurts.”

The game ended with a fourth-quar-
ter interception by Western Alamance 

senior defensive back Jackson Snyder, 
who handed Smith his only turnover of  
the night.

Under Burton, Smith threw the ball 
six times, completing five for 73 yards 
and an interception. It’s the sec-
ond-most passing yards the Chargers 
have had in a game all season.

The week’s distractions aside, Burton 
was able to grab hold of  the Chargers’ 
locker room and get them ready for a 
crucial game.

“I just talked to them about how, 
when things do go wrong, this is when 
teams get stronger, you shouldn’t turn 
on each other,” Burton said. “Bad times 
make strong people.”

Despite two straight conference 
losses and a sub-.500 overall record 
(and conference record), the Chargers 
earned a postseason berth as the No. 
31 seed in the 3A East bracket and 
will take on the No. 2 Northern Nash 
Knights (9-1, 6-0 in 2A/3A East 17 con-
ference) at 7 p.m. on Friday in Rocky 
Mount.

“If  we get a playoff game, I know it’ll 
be against a good opponent, so we’ll do 
the best we can to get ready for them,” 
Burton said about a potential playoff 
berth before the NCHSAA released 
its postseason brackets. “I hope the 
seniors get another game.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be reached 
at vhensley@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @Frezeal33.   

NORTHWOOD
Continued from page B1

CHAMPS
Continued from page B1
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Program aims to foster students’ 
personal connections to academics 

via artistic immersion
From the Chatham Arts 

Council

PITTBORO — If you love 
the arts, you know how trans-
formative it can be to experi-
ence a live performance. 

But access to the arts is not 
equal. Many children don’t 
have access to crayons and 
markers, let alone the oppor-
tunity to see a show or hear 
a concert. The Chatham Arts 
Council is working to change 
that through its Artists-in-
Schools Initiative. In partner-
ship with Chatham County 
Schools and public charter 
schools in the county, the 
CAC, through the initiative, 
is providing arts residencies 
to students, one transforma-
tive experience at a time. 

The CAC’s Artists-in-
Schools Initiative brings 
professional artists into local 
schools to help make deeper 
curriculum connections 
through art, theatre and mu-
sic. The organization has been 
successfully growing the pro-
gram since the 2015-16 school 
year and aims to be in every 
school, every year, by 2025.

“We’ve seen first-hand how 
these residencies awaken 
something in students that 
allows them to express them-
selves in new and creative 
ways,” said Julie Amani, the 
Artists-in-Schools facilitator 
for the Chatham Arts Coun-
cil. “That is powerful. That 
is transformational. That is 
at the heart of  our Artists-in-
Schools Initiative.”

Research shows the arts 
help students develop innova-
tive problem-solving skills, 
build self-confidence, provide 
a creative outlet, and offer a 
path for processing trauma 
— something that continues 
to be critical during the ongo-
ing pandemic.

This year’s Artists-in-
Schools season will bring art-

ists into all 11 public Chatham 
County elementary and K-8 
schools, four charter schools, 
and the Virtual Academy, 
with programming primarily 
for 5th graders. Students will 
experience performances and 
take part in engaging work-
shops on a variety of subjects, 
building a connection to core 
curriculum content. Artists 
include Black Box Dance 
Theatre (modern dance), 
John Brown (jazz music), 
Diali Cissokho (West African 
music), EbzB Productions 
(theatre), Flamenco Vivo Car-
lota Santana (Spanish dance), 
The Magic of Africa Rhythm 
(African drumming, dancing, 
storytelling, and visual arts), 
Phillip Shabazz (poetry), and 
Mike Wiley (theatre). The 
season will run from the fall 
through April.

“One goal of educators is to 
reach all students,” said David 
Clark, a music teacher at Bon-
lee School. “However, some 
students are more difficult to 
engage with than others. Mike 
Wiley’s engaging presentation 
[last year] and encouraging 
demeanor resulted in student 
participation and volunteering 
from students who are nor-
mally rather passive.”

Making direct 
curriculum connections

Fundamental to the success 
of Artists-in-Schools residen-
cies is the ability for the artist 
and teacher to collaborate, 
ensuring that the interactive 
workshops leverage the arts 
to support learning objectives. 
This year, artists are using 
their craft to create oppor-
tunities for a deeper engage-
ment with diverse subjects:

• Nationally known the-
ater artist Mike Wiley: social 
studies, writing

• Modern dance company 
Black Box Dance Theatre: 

mathematics, dance
• Nationally recognized 

jazz musician John Brown: 
social studies, music

• West African musician 
and storyteller Diali Cis-
sokho: mathematics, social 
studies, dance, music

• Poet Phillip Shabazz: 
writing

• Spanish dance company 
Flamenco Vivo Carlota San-
tana: social studies, mathe-
matics, dance

• The Magic of Africa 
Rhythm, a group which fo-
cuses on the African concept 
of Ngoma, the “rhythmic 
thread” that links drumming, 
dancing, storytelling and 
visual arts together: social 
studies, science, dance, music

• Theater production 
company EbzB Productions: 
social studies

As of  now, this year’s 
residencies will take place 
in person, with COVID-19 
precautions in place. All 
artists working in person 
with students are required 
to be vaccinated and will 
wear masks when working 
directly with the students.

Last year, during remote 
learning, the CAC shifted its 
program to become Art-
ists-OUTSIDE-Schools, pro-
viding monthly artist videos, 
interactive virtual workshops, 
and roving neighborhood 
music and dance performanc-
es to reach children through 
the arts in a safe way. With 
students back in school, the 
organization is thrilled to 
be returning to in-person 
residencies, providing an 
opportunity for children to 
interact with myriad artists 
and discover the arts in a way 
they never have before.

For more information 
on Artists-in-Schools, 
please visit www.Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org/art-
ists-in-schools.

Chatham Arts Council’s event 
features JumpstART artists eager 

to share their works
From the Chatham Arts Council

PITTSBORO — Ready for an 
outdoor event that has a little 
something for all arts lovers?

The Chatham Arts Council’s 
Chatham Experience, Featuring 
JumpstART artists, promises to 
deliver. The event, sponsored by 
Mosaic and Chatham Park, is 
being held in partnership with The 
Pittsboro Business Association and 
Main Street Pittsboro. It will take 
place on Nov. 7 as part of  Pittsboro 
First Sunday. Designed to help 
get Chatham County artists and 
arts-workers back to work by pay-
ing artists to make art, Chatham 
Experience features local artists 
who were awarded the JumpstART 
grant. The Chatham Arts Council 
is excited to help these artists bring 
their art to the public sphere as we 
reconnect with one another in our 
public spaces.

“I’m honored to be part of  an 
event that is showing so much 
art in one of  Chatham County’s 
downtown streets,” said par-
ticipating artist Steve Fagan. 
“Art exists solely for the sake of  
beauty, inspiration and thought. 
With the events of  the past few 
years having sown isolation and 
division in our world, both great 
and small, public displays of  art 
have the ability to unify. Everyone 
can appreciate it, no matter what’s 
going on in their lives or what 
they believe. Maybe it gives us a 
moment of  inspiration or causes 
us to look at the world in a differ-
ent way — that’s important.”

The JumpstART grant was 
awarded to performing, visual, and 
literary artists living in Chatham 
County who have been financially 
impacted due to COVID-19 cancel-
lations and closures. It was gen-
erously funded by Manbites Dog 
Theater Fund and the Mary Duke 
Biddle Foundation.

Chatham Experience, Featuring 
JumpstART Artists will include 
the 15 JumpstART grant recipi-
ents and their artistic collabora-
tors, representing multiple art 
forms:

• Sculpture with JR Butler, 
Steve Fagan, Alexander Percy

• Textiles with Tanja Cole
• Painting/Drawing with Britt 

Flood, Julia Kennedy, Kate Ladd, 
Nancy Ann Moore,  Felix Obelix 
(aka Wendy Spitzer), ~buffy, Cope 
Aesthetic

• Literary with Brenda Linton 
and Dolly Sickles

• Music with the Chatham Rab-
bits, Grand Shores, and Breadfoot. 
Musician Edith McCaskill will 
also be joining the lineup.

“It feels so good to be able to 
share work from these talented 
artists with our community,” said 
Cheryl Chamblee, CAC’s execu-
tive director. “We’re all craving 
something positive that brings us 
together right now. The arts have 
a unique ability to create a sense 
of  unity, while allowing individu-
als to have a distinctive, meaning-
ful experience.”

JumpstART visual artists’ 
work will be on display in both 
the Welcome Center in downtown 
Pittsboro and participating sur-
rounding businesses, including 
The Salon, Edwards Antiques, 
Perch Co-Working, Chatham 
Park, Carolina Cravings, Pittsboro 
Toys, Ladies Fitness Center, Page 
Vernon Park and Eric Michaels 
Salon. In addition to the Nov. 7 
Chatham Experience event date, 
JumpstART visual art will be on 
show from Oct. 30 until Nov. 16.

Chatham Experience, Featuring 
JumpstART artists, is free to the 
public.

Pittsboro First Sunday
Pittsboro First Sunday takes 

place on the first Sunday of  the 
month (March through December) 
in downtown Pittsboro from 12-4 
p.m. It’s a family-friendly event 
with food trucks and vendors 
selling art, jewelry, textiles, wood-
work, soaps, pottery and more.

The Chatham Arts Council will 
continue to monitor COVID-19 
conditions and work to provide 
a safe environment following all 
local and state mandates at the 
time of  the event.

ARTS COUNCIL’S 2021-22 ARTISTS-IN-SCHOOLS SEASON THE CHATHAM EXPERIENCE | NOV. 7

Shop Local 
at MOSAIC

mosaicatchathampark.com

60 Mosaic Blvd, Pittsboro, NC 27312

Live music by Counterclockwise String Band

Food by Vintage Scoops, Wake The Truck Up, 
Aromatic Roasters + more

Scan for
event details

Nov 13  11am-3pm
MOSAIC 

at Chatham Park
Sponsored by

Pop-Up Holiday Market
+ Chatham Chamber 

Children’s Business Fair
Co-hosted by
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No new COVID-19 cases from Northwood cluster
BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

There have been 264 
cumulative cases of  
COVID-19 reported to 
Chatham County Schools 
since Aug. 23 and two 
clusters, according to the 
district’s case dashboard 
on Tuesday, making up 
2.5% of  the district’s total 
population.

There were two active 
cases as of  press time 
Tuesday.

The district reported 
its second cluster at 
Northwood High School 
on Oct. 22, which had 
eight associated cases 
and originated in the 
high school’s marching 
band, the News + Record 
previously reported. CCS 
has only had one prior 
cluster — defined as five 
or more cases that are 
epidemiologically related 
within a 14-day window 
— at Chatham Central 
High School, reported 
during the second week 
of  classes. A cluster at 
Northwood was included 
in the state health de-
partment’s child care and 
school settings report last 
month, but it was later 
deemed to be erroneous 

and removed. 
“We are very disheart-

ened when any of  our 
staff or students contract 
COVID-19,” CCS Super-
intendent Dr. Anthony 
Jackson said via email 
last Monday. “We have 
established clear expecta-
tions for our students and 
staff related to masking 
indoors and on school 
transportation and 
maintaining appropriate 
distance when outside. 
These are all known 
strategies that help 
mitigate the spread of  
the virus and ensure our 
athletes and musicians 
continue to play together 
and stay together. I have 
asked all principals and 
organization sponsors 
to reiterate these expec-
tations once again with 
students and staff.”

One parent raised 
concerns after news of  
the cluster at Northwood 
broke about who qualifies 
as a “close contact,” giv-
en the loose mask-proto-
cols necessary at a band 
competition. The district 
defines a close contact as 
someone “within 3 to 6 
feet of  an infected person 
and incorrect mask use.” 
Effectively, that means 
schools will only noti-

fy those who had been 
within 3 to 6 feet of  an 
infected person, and at 
some point also did not 
properly wear a mask.

“We understand ques-
tions have also arisen 
around the district’s 
protocol when there are 
positive cases,” CCS Pub-
lic Information Officer 
Nancy Wykle previously 
told the News + Record. 
“The district notifies 
families whose students 
had close contact with 
someone who tested 
positive for the virus. If  
parents have questions 
or concerns, they should 
contact their school prin-
cipal or reach out to our 
Central Services staff.”

The district follows 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s  
recommended guidelines 
for contact tracing and 
quarantining, along with 
the Strong Schools N.C. 
Public Health Toolkit 
and guidance from the 
Chatham County Public 
Health Department. 

There haven’t been any 
clusters reported among 
the county’s public char-
ter schools — Willow Oak 
Montessori, Woods Char-
ter School and Chatham 
Charter School — in the 

state report. Each school 
also has an indoor mask 
mandate, and Woods and 
Chatham Charter have 
COVID-19 trackers on 
their websites. Woods has 
had eight student cases 
since Aug. 23; Chatham 
Charter has had 20 stu-
dent cases and one case 
among staff since Aug. 11.

Chatham County 
Schools updates its week-
ly case reports, includ-
ing any clusters, on its 
website daily, and posts 
finalized and archived 
reports by the end of  
the business day every 

Friday. Last year, the 
district reported minimal 
clusters, suggesting that 
cases present in school 
buildings were the result 
of  community spread and 
not school spread. Health 
experts have long cited 
masking as an important 
mitigation strategy in 
preventing such school 
spread.

As an additional 
mitigation strategy, the 
district has phased in free 
weekly COVID-19 tests to 
students and staff, begin-
ning with K-5 students 
last week. The rapid 

results tests, adminis-
tered by Raleigh-based 
Mako Medical, are set to 
expand to middle school-
ers this week and to high 
schoolers the week of  
Nov. 8. In order to be test-
ed, a parent or guardian 
must provide a one-time 
consent for any student 
under 18, available 
through the links on the 
district’s website.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

Chatham County to dedicate 
Peaceful Pathways for Caregivers
From Chatham County 

Government

CHAPEL HILL — Care-
givers of  people living 
with dementia often 
feel isolated. This was 
especially true when 
COVID-19 restrictions 
kept many caregivers at 
home with few places to 
go safely.

Chatham County 
caregivers and their 
loved ones will now have 
a dedicated place to relax, 
walk, and take in nature. 
The community is invited 
to join the Chatham 
County Council on Aging, 
Chatham County Parks 
and Recreation, and the 
Chatham County Cen-
ter of  N.C. Cooperative 
Extension Service for a 
special dedication cere-
mony of  Peaceful Path-
ways for Caregivers. The 
respite area at Northeast 
District Park features an 
accessible pathway and 
picnic shelter that will 
be dedicated to Chatham 
County caregivers.

The Reflections and a 
Dedication of  Peaceful 
Pathways for Caregivers 
ceremony will take place 
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 10, at 
Northeast District Park 
at 5408 Big Woods Rd., 
Chapel Hill. The ceremo-
ny will remember and 
honor those with Alzhei-
mer’s disease, dementia, 
other chronic conditions, 
as well as their care-
givers. The ceremony 
will also feature Teepa 
Snow, owner of  Positive 
Approach to Care, which 
educates family and 
professional care pro-
viders about living with 
dementia. Seating will 
be limited at this event, 
and attendees are asked 
to please bring their own 
chairs if  they wish.

“The idea for the 
Peaceful Pathways for 
Caregivers came about 
when many of  Chatham’s 
caregivers were telling 
us they had not left their 
homes, and they had no 
visitors to interact with,” 
said Susan Hardy, family 
caregiver specialist and 
Human Services team 
leader with the Cha-
tham County Council on 
Aging. “Caregivers told 
us they were feeling very 
alone and exhausted. 
Being able to interact 
with others is extremely 
important in prevent-
ing caregiver burnout. 
A peaceful walk while 
taking in nature is a good 
stress reliever, especially 
for those who are caring 
for others.”

“It is an honor to part-
ner with the Council on 
Aging and N.C. Coopera-
tive Extension Service to 
provide an area at a park 
to allow caregivers a place 
outdoors to spend time 
with their loved ones,” 
said Tracy Burnett, Cha-
tham County Parks and 
Recreation director. “We 
hope to incorporate more 
of  these peaceful path-
ways in other Chatham 
County parks.”

Ginger Cunningham, 
the director of  Chatham 
County Cooperative Ex-
tension, said nature and 
garden spaces have long 

been valued as refuges 
for both fulfillment and 
solace.

“So creating such 
places of  refuge here in 
the county is near and 
dear to so many of  us,” 
she said. “Horticulture is 
such an amazing medium 
for positive change in the 
realms of  physical health, 
social engagement, 
cognitive processes, and 
overall emotional well-be-
ing. We are thankful to 
the Council on Aging and 
Parks and Recreation for 
spearheading this loving 
project for our communi-
ty members.”

The Nov. 10th event 
takes place during what 
the Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners 
has proclaimed as Family 
Caregivers and Alzhei-
mer’s Awareness Month.

For more information 
about Peaceful Pathways 
for Caregivers or its 
dedication ceremony, in-
dividuals may contact the 
Chatham County Council 
on Aging at 919-542-4512, 
Chatham County Parks 
and Recreation at 919-
545-8555 or recreation@
chathamcountync.gov, or 
the Chatham County NC 
Cooperative Extension 
Service at 919-542-8202.

Submitted photo

Part of the ‘Peacful 
Pathway,’ located at 
Northeast District Park 
at 5408 Big Woods Rd., 
Chapel Hill.
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Mountaire Farms’ holiday program nearly doubling in size
Will provide 

5,000 boxes of 
food in Chatham 

on Nov. 13
Mountaire Farms’ “Thanks-

giving for Thousands” pro-
gram started a quarter century 
ago, and its effort in Chatham 
County this year is expand-
ing. This week, we speak with 
Sasha Duncan, Mountaire’s 
community relations manager, 
about the effort.

Duncan, a Raleigh native, 
began working for Mountaire 
this summer. After launch-
ing her career in the political 
realm, she was excited to make 
the transition to the poultry 
industry and help promote 
Mountaire Farms in the Cha-
tham County community.

Can you give us a bit of a histo-
ry lesson on Mountaire’s “Thanks-
giving for Thousands” program?

Our Thanksgiving for Thou-
sands program started more 
than 25 years ago with a local 
church who ran out of  room to 
feed people at Thanksgiving. 
They reached out to us and 
we worked together to provide 
families a complete meal to 
take home and cook at Thanks-
giving. Since then, it’s been 
growing in all the communities 
where we do business. In fact, 
we’ve expanded it to Christmas 
and Easter, and we’re excited 
to bring that to families in Siler 
City for the first time this year 
at those holidays too. It’s really 
become our signature event as 
part of  our Mountaire Cares 
program, and we look forward 
to it every year. 

For these events, Mountaire 

Farms partners with local 
churches, food banks and other 

organizations to 
provide families 
a complete ready-
to-cook Thanks-
giving feast, and 
just in time for 
the holidays. We 
rely on these 
organizations to 
determine who 

might need help every year, 
and we know with the pandem-
ic, more people need help than 
ever before. 

How will Siler City’s “Thanks-
giving for Thousands” event be 
different this year? 

It will be different because 
we’re almost doubling the 
number of  boxes we’re giving 
away. 

This year, Mountaire Farms 
will be distributing over 5,000 
boxes to more than 70 organi-
zations in the Chatham County 
community on Saturday, Nov. 
13, in the employee parking 
lot of  the Siler City processing 
plant. There are no walk-ups 
— groups are pre-registered in 
advance. But we’re excited to 
be able to help so many more 
families this year. 

Let’s talk about numbers: you’ll 
provide 5,000 boxes to those in 
need. What’s in the food boxes, 
and what resources are you dedi-
cating to putting those together?

Our employees really enjoy 
the opportunity to give back 
and we work together like a 
well-oiled machine to organize, 
sort, pack, and distribute these 
boxes on the big day. We will 
have a tent set up in our em-
ployee parking lot and pallets 
of  supplies ready to go the 

night before. On the morning 
of  the event, we’ll all be up ear-
ly to ensure we get it all done 
just as vehicles are showing up 
to pic up their allotted amount 
of  boxes. 

This year, we’re excited to 
partner with the Piggly Wiggly 
in Siler City and purchase 
our canned and boxed goods 
locally. Each Thanksgiving 
for Thousands box contains a 
plump Mountaire Farms roast-
er chicken, green beans, yams, 
corn, cranberries, gravy, stuff-
ing and brownies. Blake Evans 
and his team at Piggly Wiggly 
have been phenomenal to work 
with and were excited to work 
with Mountaire Farms to bless 
those in our community with a 
complete holiday meal. 

 

Mountaire is expanding the 
program to Christmas and Easter 
— what can you share about that?

As we’ve grown our presence 
in Siler City, we’ve also grown 
our Mountaire Cares program. 
We work with a number of  
local organizations to give 
back, not just at the holidays, 
but year-round. We know food 
insecurity isn’t just a holiday 
thing. But we also know that 
the holidays are when families 
gather, and we want to ensure 
that a healthy, nutritious meal 
is part of  that. So for the first 
time, we’re going to be packing 
complete meal boxes at Christ-
mas and Easter too. 

The towns, counties, and 
states where we live and work 
are an integral part of  who we 
are and we’re committed to 
being good neighbors. Through 
our volunteer and outreach 
efforts, we try and make a real 
difference in our communities.

Christmas is quickly ap-
proaching, and Mountaire 

Farms is excited to open up 
our “Christmas for Thou-
sands” request form in the 
coming weeks, and then again 
in the spring for our Easter 
event. These programs will 
be just like Thanksgiving for 
Thousands and we’re looking 
forward to working with even 
more organizations. 

Which nonprofits, churches 
and food banks are integral to the 
project?

All of  the churches, food 
banks and organizations are 
integral to our Thanksgiving 
for Thousands program. Each 
one of  them serves a different 
community of  their own and 
allows us to have a positive 
impact on even more people. 
This year, we’ve partnered 
with some unexpected orga-
nizations including NCWorks, 
N.C. Cooperative Extension, 
Jordan-Matthews High School, 
Silk Hope School, and more 
that might not be the first ones 
that come to mind. Our list has 
grown to over 70 organizations 
and we’re excited to see that 
list continue to grow year after 
year in the Chatham County 
community.

In what other ways is Mountaire 
working to be a part of the Cha-
tham County community and add 
value to it?

Mountaire Farms was a part 
of  this community even before 
our processing plant opened in 
2019. We also own two hatch-
eries in town and during our 
plant construction we made 
sure to become involved in the 
community. Over the past few 
years, the list of  organizations 
that we’ve worked with has 
exponentially grown and will 

continue to do so. 
Since my start in June, 

Mountaire Farms has spon-
sored many new events and 
become even more involved 
in our community. It’s been 
great to see participation 
from employees in the com-
munity as well. I’m always 
looking for events that our 
employees can attend and see 
for themselves the impact 
that their work has on the 
community. 

One of  my favorite commu-
nity service opportunities that 
we’ve done a few times is to 
volunteer with the Chatham 
County Chuckwagon. Moun-
taire Farms donates cases of  
chicken to this organization 
every other week and once a 
month on Tuesday night, our 
employees help distribute the 
pre-cooked vacuum sealed 
meals to those in need. We all 
want to feel good about what 
we do, so volunteering where 
we get to see the impact first-
hand is so meaningful to our 
team. 

What I personally enjoy 
about my job is that I get to be 
a part of  so many great proj-
ects to give back. Mountaire 
has a long history of  charitable 
giving and I’m excited to be a 
part of  that. With 1,800 employ-
ees in Siler City, we can always 
find a few volunteers willing to 
pitch in and help. 

Editor’s note: Mountaire 
Farms and a number of  other 
business have strongly sup-
ported the News + Record’s La 
Voz de Chatham project. The 
newspaper is grateful for that 
support, which allows us to re-
port on the impact of  COVID-19 
and provide critical news and 
information to the area’s Latinx 
population.

CHATHAM CHAT | SASHA DUNCAN, ‘THANKSGIVING FOR THOUSANDS’

Sasha 
Duncan

It’s all in the name for an ambitious yet excessive ‘Eternals’
It is both trite and true 

to proclaim that “Eter-
nals” 
may as 
well ref-
erence 
the per-
ceived 
run-
ning 
time 
of  the 
latest 

entry in the latest phase 
of  the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, one bolstered 
thus far more by its 
Disney+ television series 
than its silver screen fare. 
Clocking in at a beefy 
157 minutes, “Eternals” 
is engorged on a hefty 
cast and storyline that 
literally spans 7,000 years 
of  actual and fictitious 
history.

It is no small wonder, 
then, that writer-director 
Chloé Zhao — whose 
indie film bona fides in-
clude the Oscar-winning 
“Nomadland” — man-
ages to forge this hefty 
spectacle about gods and 
monsters into one of  
the most human Marvel 

films to date. Still, the 
seams of  this unwieldy 
amalgam are showing 
and stretched. As adroit 
as Zhao is at the film’s 
indie elements, she is just 
as clumsy and/or disin-
terested at building the 
necessary foundation of  a 
superhero action movie.

Thousands of  years 
ago, the titular immor-
tals, led by matriarch 
and healer Ajak (Salma 
Hayek), were sent to 
Earth by omnipotent 
celestial Arishem the 
Judge, tasked with pro-
tecting the planet from a 
species of  space crea-
tures called the Deviants. 
Even after seemingly 
eradicating the Deviants, 
the Eternals remain on 
terra firma, blending in 
with humans while also 
splintering from each 
other. In the most notable 
of  numerous narrative 
and moral inconsisten-
cies, the Eternals are 
forbidden from interfer-
ing with human events, 
including the most 
brutal bloodshed, yet 
they nudge along human 
evolution, particularly 
technological advances 
honed by tech whiz Phas-
tos (Brian Tyree Henry).

So, the petulant Druig 
(Barry Keoghan), who 
can control the minds 
of  others, goes off to live 
in a jungle commune 
populated by his manipu-

lated minions. Super-fast 
Makkari (Lauren Ridloff) 
choses to live by herself  
in the Eternals’ space-
ship, waiting for the day 
they can leave for home. 
Super-strong Gilgamesh 
(Don Lee) goes into 
exile to babysit warrior 
goddess Thena (Angeli-
na Jolie), who is going 
insane under the weight 

of  many millennia of  
thoughts. The fire-shoot-
ing Kingo (Kumail Nanji-
ani) becomes a Bollywood 
star. The empathetic Ser-
si (Gemma Chan), who 
can transmute inanimate 
objects, has a centu-
ries-long romance with 
Ikaris (Richard Madden), 
this comic’s Superman 
analog, before splitting 

and living alongside BFF 
Sprite (Lia McHugh), 
who can project illusions 
but is forever trapped in 
the body of  a 12-year-old 
child.

Skip ahead to the 
post-Thanos era — 
speaking of  which, the 
pregnant question of  
why these all-powerful 
beings stood by when 
half  the universe disap-
peared is off-handedly 
chalked up to a non-in-
terference pact that they 
otherwise regularly 
ignore. The Eternals 
band back together after 
the Deviants reappear, 
including their Ultron-es-
que leader who can ab-
sorb the powers of  slain 
Eternals — not nearly 
enough is made as this 
snarling beast gradually 
morphs into a sentient, 
self-aware foe. But the 
real dividing lines form 
between Eternals dedi-
cated to the preservation 
of  humankind and those 
duty-bound to their true 
mission, which essential-
ly rests on Earth being a 
giant egg and earthlings 
being cultivated to over-
populate until they’re not 
needed anymore. The ar-
gument is that sacrificing 
billions would give life 
to many billions more 
throughout the universe, 
a very “Watchmen”-like 
moral quandary for this 
broken superhero family.

That leads to emotion-
al conflict built around 
genuine stakes, as each 
Eternal must also face 
questions about their 
own origins and purpose. 
There is also a tantaliz-
ing New vs. Old Testa-
ment schism between 
archangels ready to 
sacrifice themselves to 
save the human race and 
those blindly devoted 
to God’s wrath. But it is 
all punctuated by plot 
holes and lackluster 
action sequences layered 
atop unconvincing CGI, 
lumbering along for so 
long you forget what it 
was all about. Although 
on a very different scale, 
“Eternals” shares a qual-
ity with Zhao’s “Nomad-
land”: it is at once both 
overly convoluted and 
oversimplistic.

THE CN+R FILM REVIEW | NEIL MORRIS

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

ETERNALS
GRADE: B
DIRECTOR: Chloé 
Zhao

STARRING: Gemma 
Chan, Richard 
Madden, Kumail 
Nanjiani, Lia 
McHugh, Brian 
Tyree Henry, 
Lauren Ridloff, 
Barry Keoghan, 
Don Lee, Salma 
Hayek and 
Angelina Jolie

MPAA RATING: 
PG-13

RUNNING TIME: 2 
hr. 37 min.

Courtesy of Marvel Studios

Richard Madden and Gemma Chan star in 
‘Eternals.’

NEED MORE 
SPACE?  

Don’t sell it, store it! 
We can help.
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Holy mother of deliciousness, Batman!
In classic French 

cuisine, there’s a concept 
called 
the Five 
Mother 
Sauces.

They 
are the 
five 
sauces 
from 
which 
all 
other 
sauces 
come.

They are (From 
Food52): Velouté: Roux 
+ White Stock (tradi-
tionally chicken, but 
also vegetable or fish); 
Espagnole: Roux + Brown 
Stock (traditionally veal 
or beef); Tomato: Roux + 
Tomatoes (or, go the Ital-
ian route by skipping the 
roux and simply reducing 
tomatoes over medi-
um-low heat until thick); 
Hollandaise: Egg Yolks + 
Clarified Melted Butter + 
Acid (like lemon juice or 
white wine); and proba-

bly the most versatile, or 
at least the creamiest and 
dairy-licious — Becha-
mel, or cream sauce.

Bechamel may seem 
simple, even when un-

adulterated, it transforms 
everything it touches. I 
put it on cauliflower and 
spinach the other night 
and it reminded me of  the 
many different wonderful 

things cream sauce can 
do to a dish.

But it’s not delicious 
just spooned over foods 
and eaten as is.

Bechamel is awesome 
when baked. Think about 
baked macaroni and 
cheese and you’ll know 
what I mean, Gentle 
Reader.

But bechamel, as is, is 
also insane when baked. 
Recently I went to a 
Greek Festival, and they 
had Greek grandmothers 
making this ridiculous 
moussaka. 

Greek grandmas aren’t 
big for giving over their 
recipes, so I searched and 
found the most authentic 
recipe I could find — 
from the grandson of  the 
inventor of  the dish.

Also below is a lunatic 
version of a sandwich 
from France. Like all great 
sandwiches, it’s an unusu-
al collection of ingredients 
that somehow defy the 
odds and are perfect bites 
of sandwich love.

I will return to the 
Mother Sauces in up-

coming columns. Wait 
‘til you hear about Chef  
Boyardee.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@

bullcity.mom.

Basic Bechamel
1-1/2 oz. (3 Tbs.) unsalted butter
3 Tbs. unbleached all-purpose flour
1-3/4 cups whole milk, heated
1/2 tsp. kosher salt
1/8 tsp. freshly ground black pepper
Small pinch freshly grated nutmeg

In a 2-qt. saucepan, melt the butter over 
medium-low heat. Add the flour and cook, 
whisking constantly for 2 to 3 minutes. Do 
not let the mixture brown. Slowly whisk in the 
hot milk and bring just to a simmer, whisking 
frequently. Reduce the heat to low and cook, 
whisking often, until the sauce has thickened 
to a creamy, gravy-like consistency and no 
longer tastes of raw flour, 6 to 8 minutes for 
a single batch, 10 to 12 minutes for a double 
batch. Remove from the heat and whisk in the 
salt, pepper, and nutmeg. Makes 1 & Ð cups.

Moussaka

From Chef  George Tselementes, grandson of  Nikolaos Tselementes who 
invented the modern version of  the Greek/European Dish in the 1920s.
4 medium-sized eggplant
5 medium-sized potatoes
a pinch of sugar
salt and pepper
sunflower oil
minced beef Bolognese
1 pound hamburger
1 chopped onion
1 tbsp tomato paste (passata)
1 wine glass of red wine
sunflower oil
Ð teaspoon of sugar
salt & pepper
For the béchamel sauce
Ð cup sunflower oil
Ð cup flour
2 & Ð cups milk at room temperature
2 eggs
Ð cup grated Swiss type of cheese or parmesan
grated nutmeg
salt & pepper

Peel the potatoes and slice them into not too thin, not too thick slices. 
Slice the eggplants into thin rounds and fry. Place a deep pan over heat, 
add the sunflower oil and let it heat. Fry the potatoes over medium heat 
until softened and golden brown. Next, fry the eggplant at a higher heat. 
Drain the excess oil from both on a baking pan lined with paper towels.

Minced beef Bolognese
Sauté the chopped onion in a saucepan with a little sunflower oil. Once 

golden brown, add the minced meat and stir frequently. Add the wine 
and then salt, pepper and sugar. Dilute the tomato paste in cold water, 
pour into the pot, fill with more warm water and bring to a boil.

For the béchamel sauce
Place a pot over heat. Add the sunflower oil and the flour and whisk 

quickly until it soaks up all of the oil and starts to get some color. Add 
the milk in small batches while continuously whisking so that no lumps 
form. As soon as the béchamel sauce thickens and bubbles start to form 
on the surface, remove from heat. Add the salt, pepper and grated nut-
meg. Once slightly cooled, add the 2 eggs, and whisk thoroughly.

Preheat oven to 350°. In a 9x13 baking pan, spread a layer of potatoes, 
season with salt and pepper and cover with a layer of eggplants and 
again season, making sure you don’t leave any gaps. Cover with half the 
minced bolognese and then add another layer of eggplant and add a bit 
of sugar. Continue spreading the rest of the minced meat and finish with 
another layer of eggplant, which again we season with salt, pepper and a 
little sugar. Cover with the béchamel sauce, spreading it evenly and sprin-
kle with a little bit of grated cheese or parmesan.

Bake for 35-40 minutes. Remove from oven and allow to cool for 20 
minutes before cutting.

Croque Monsieur Ham and Cheese Sandwich
Gruyère cheese, grated (1 1/2 cups)
Ð cup Grated parmesan cheese (packed)
8 slices French or Italian loaf bread
12 ounces ham, sliced
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard

Preheat oven to 400°F
Make the béchamel sauce and stir the Par-

mesan and 1/4 cup of the grated Gruyère into 
warm sauce. Set aside.

Toast bread slices in oven: Lay out the bread 
slices on a baking sheet and toast them in the 
400°F oven, a few minutes each side, until 
lightly toasted. For extra flavor you can spread 
some butter on the bread slices before you 
toast them if you want.

(Alternatively, you can assemble the sand-
wiches as follows in step four and grill them on 
a skillet, finishing them in the broiler with the 
bechamel sauce.)

Build the sandwiches: Lightly brush half 
of the toasted slices with mustard. Add the 
ham slices and about 1 cup of the remaining 
Gruyère cheese. Top with the other toasted 
bread slices.

Add bechamel, more Gruyere. Spoon on the 
béchamel sauce to the tops of the sandwiches. 
Sprinkle with the remaining Gruyère cheese.

Broil till bubbly: Place on a broiling pan. 
Bake in the oven for 5 minutes, then turn on 
the broiler and broil for an additional 3 to 5 
minutes, until the cheese topping is bubbly 
and lightly browned.

If you top this sandwich with a fried egg it 
becomes a Croque Madame.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

A tasty dish of moussaka.

Red Kettle Workers for 
Chatham County Salvation 

Army needed.
Your choice of location: Siler City area 
or Pittsboro area. You will be assigned.

Need some extra 
HOLIDAY 
MONEY?

Equal Opportunity Employer
Contact Jane Wrenn by email only at 
jane.wrenn@uss.salvationarmy.org

KEEP THE BELL RINGING!

4 hour shifts from 9:00 am until 6:00 pm, November 26 through 
December 24 • Background check • Drug screening check  

A proud agency of the United Way of Chatham County

We are here to 
help you fi nd the 
right product or the 
creative solution 
you need.

-Blake Hogg, 
General Manager

Cutting 
Boards by
Pittsboro’s 
Peacock 
Woodworks

Local Product Spotlight

Hardware General
©2019 True Value® Company LLC

386 East St., Pittsboro, NC 
919-642-3688  

Come See Us

Store Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 8AM-6PM

Sun.-8AM-4PM

Creating one of a kind custom pieces 
from reclaimed wood. Specializing in 
unique home furnishings and wood 
projects leaning towards a modern 
farmhouse or industrial aesthetic. 

True Value Hardware General

386 East St.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Store Hours.
Mon. - Sat. 8AM-6PM

Sun. - 8AM-4PM

$769.99
6,500 Watt Gen
Generac’s GP6500 portable
249345

$21.99
Pre-mixed fuel
Trufuel 110 oz, 50:1, pre-mixed fuel
185608

$16.99
Weed & Grass
Spectracide Weed & Grass
234101

$15.99
DeWalt Screwdriver
Dewalt, Ratcheting Screwdriver
211400

$12.99
Ratchet Straps
Each of these ratchet
548774

$9.99
Pine Sol 144-oz.
Advanced grease-cutting formula
213199

$9.25
Laundry
46 oz, 32 use, regular scent,
816266

©2019 True Value® Company LLC

TRUEVALUE.COM

FREE SHIPPINGENJOY
TO OUR STOREWhen you Shop

Hardware General

$9.25
Mosquitoe Spray
Get control of mosquitoes and
237946

**WEEKLY MANAGER SPECIALS**

EGO Zero Turn Mower Wilmington Grills

SkilSaw
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CCCC Small Business Center receives Innovation Award
From Central Carolina Community 

College

SANFORD — The North Carolina 
Community College System Small Busi-
ness Center Network awarded the Cen-
tral Carolina Community College Small 
Business Center the Innovation Award: 
Programs/Services during its annual 
statewide Center of  Excellence awards 
in Wrightsville Beach on Oct. 14.

The award was presented for inno-
vation in program development for the 
RISE program, an eight-class series 
created in collaboration with the San-
ford Area Growth Alliance/Chamber of  
Commerce and Downtown Sanford Inc. 
The RISE program introduces prospec-
tive and existing business owners in 
Lee County to the tools and training 
necessary for business success.

“Collaborating with the Sanford Area 
Growth Alliance/Chamber of  Com-
merce and Downtown Sanford Inc. on 
RISE has been a fantastic experience,” 
said Terri Brown, CCCC Small Busi-
ness Center Director. “Kelli Laudate 
(Downtown Sanford Inc. Executive 
Director) and Meg Moss (Chamber of  
Commerce Executive Director) have 
been instrumental in its success and I 

am certain that the program will con-
tinue to innovate and grow as we move 
into the future.”

In the RISE program, participants 
attend a series of  seminars, create 
a business plan, have their business 
plans reviewed, prepare a pitch to the 
RISE Review Committee on the final 
night of  the program, and are con-
nected with necessary resources and 
potential partners.

Participants that graduate from the 
program and open a retail business in 
downtown Sanford, Jonesboro, or Broad-
way may apply for a $5,000 startup grant.

Since the program began in early 
2020, six retail businesses have held 
grand openings and two home-based 
businesses have opened. To date, 23 new 
jobs have been created. Participants 
who opened businesses during the 
pandemic were also given additional 
support during the startup period.

“I am thrilled with the new busi-
nesses that have opened in Sanford 
and I look forward to assisting many 
more new business open in the coming 
months,” said Brown.

Learn more about the Central Caroli-
na Community College Small Business 
Center at www.cccc.edu/sbc.

CCCC HFS program sponsors Wellnessology event Nov. 8-10
From Central Carolina 
Community College

SANFORD — The Central 
Carolina Community College 
Health & Fitness Science 
(HFS) program is conducting a 
Health & Wellness virtual con-
ference titled “Wellnessology” 
Nov. 8-10.

This event — a variety of  
virtual seminars on various 
health and fitness topics — is 
the brainstorm of  the CCCC 
Health and Fitness Science 
program students. CCCC offers 
HFS program at its Lee Main 
Campus and Chatham Health 
Sciences Center.

The Wellnessology event in-
cludes a variety of  noteworthy 
speakers, including local ath-
lete Heather Connor, a World 
Champion Power Lifter; for-

mer National Football Leaguer 
Tim Goad; and Richard Howell, 
the strength and conditioning 
coach for the NFL’s Indianapo-
lis Colts.

The schedule:
• Nov. 8: 9 a.m.: Spiritual 

Wellness - Finding Purpose In 
Life (Thadd McElreath), 9:30 
a.m.: Early Cancer Detection 
(Barbara Campbell), 10 a.m.: 
Yoga At Your Desk When You 
Are Stressed (Katie Brown-
field), 10:30 a.m.: You Don’t 
Have To Be A Health Nut To Be 
Healthy (Jeff Carter), 11 a.m.: 
Becoming A Skin Care Warrior 
(Susan Johnson), 11:30 a.m.: 
Questions and Answers with 
the IPF World Champion Pow-
er Lifter (Heather Connor).

• Nov. 9: 9 a.m.: Credit Is 
Money (Daniel Berndt), 9:30 
a.m.: Mastering the Art of  

Time Management (Seth Bu-
chanan), 10 a.m.: Stressed Out 
About Being Stressed (Thea 
Boyer), 10:30 a.m.: Transi-
tions – Careers in Wellness 
(Peter Rogers), 11 a.m.: Easy 
Yoga Tools To Tap Into Your 
Calming Superpower (Andrea 
Thomas), 11:30 a.m.: Athletic 
Taping Techniques (Bryan 
Koprowski).

• Nov. 10: 9 a.m.: Questions 
and Answers With An NFL 
Veteran (Tim Goad – New 
England Patriots), 10 a.m.: 
Tips in Training From An 
NFL Strength Coach (Richard 
Howell – Indianapolis Colts), 
11 a.m.: Resilience – How To 
Bloom Where You Are Planted 
(Trinity Faucett), 11:30 a.m.: 
Eating Bitter To Get Better 
(Regina Minter).

Visit http://ow.ly/sk-

4750GvCvf to attend any of  the 
sessions at the respective times.

Among the HFS students in-
volved in the promotion of  the 
event are Alejandra Albarran, 
Bersai Laureano Perez and 
Andrew Whitley.

“I would describe this event 
in three words: informative, 
educational, and fun,” said 
Albarran, of  Bear Creek.

 “People can learn new skills 
to input in their own life phys-
ically or mentally,” said Perez, 
of  Sanford. “I really hope that 
they get the knowledge out 
of  this event that we intend 
to portray for the wellness of  
their life as a student and out 
in the world.”

 “I think that it would be 
beneficial to attend this event 
because you can get to meet 
with and speak with some pret-

ty cool people as well as hear 
what they have to say about 
a variety of  different topics,” 
said Whitley, of  Fayetteville. 
“This event can be a good time 
to learn about all things Well-
ness and an opportunity to ask 
personalized questions to help 
you and your health.”

To learn more about this 
event, contact Dr. Carl Bry-
an, CCCC Health and Fitness 
Science Department Chair, at 
cbryan@cccc.edu or call 919-
718-7554.

The CCCC Health and 
Fitness Science program 
prepares multi-skilled fitness 
professionals to be qualified to 
perform various skills in the 
health and fitness industry. 
Learn more about the program 
at www.cccc.edu/curriculum/
majors/hfs/.

Terri 
Brown, 
Central 
Carolina 
Community 
College’s 
Small 
Business 
Center 
director, 
holds the 
Innovation 
Award: 
Programs/
Services 
recently 
received 
from the 
North 
Carolina 
Community 
College 
System 
Small 
Business 
Center 
Network.

Courtesy of 
CCCC

863 Sanford Road, Pittsboro, NC • 919-542-5996
Serving the Area Since 1994

FAMILY-OWNED COMPLETE CAR CARE CENTER

After getting married in ‘97, Doug and Melissa 
moved back to Chatham to the community 
Doug grew up in. Their shop is convenient for 
customers from Chapel Hill, Sanford, Wake 
as well as right here in Chatham. “We are 
so proud to serve the residents of Chatham 
County! Opening this shop in 2001 was the 
best move we’ve made. We’ve gotten to know 
you over the years and are looking forward 
to helping to keep your vehicles running 
smoothly for many years to come.”

-Doug & Melissa Cunningham

Thank You!
Rotary Club of Pittsboro appreciates the 
community attendance at this year’s Street 

Fair & Trike Rodeo! The bands, performers, 
vendors, racers & costumes were amazing. 

Congratulations to 
this year’s winners of 
the trike races! Want 

a rematch? We’re 
already excited to see 

YOU in 2022! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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Submitted photos

Fall-O-Ween in Siler City
The Siler City Parks and Recreation Department hosted the 5th annual Fall-O-Ween 
Trunk R’ Treat as a drive-thru at Bray Park. About 350 vehicles filled with smiling 
faces visited the park to collect lots of free candy, treats, and community resources 
from local businesses and organizations, including families shown here.

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

A penny saved 
is a penny …

How would you finish this sentence?

Monster
Pen
$4

Captain Allowance says, “Kids learn 
from both the GOOD decisions … 

and the BAD ones!”

With his amazing 
financial wisdom, 
he can overcome 
obstacles! He soars 
towards goals! And he 
stretches dollars into 
incredible dimensions!

Look through the 
newspaper or your 

newspaper’s website for 
numbers that add up to 
exactly 20. Then write 
them out in order from 

largest to smallest.

Twenty Big Ones

Standards Link: Number Sense: 
Calculate numbers to 20.

Captain Allowance believes 
that having a fixed amount of 
money helps children to think 

about and make decisions 
about how to spend money.

Imagine that you get $3 
per week for allowance. 
What would you do 
with your money?

Pretend you want to 
buy three of the items 
at right. Come up with 
a plan, like Leonard’s, 
that will help you 
reach your goal.

Leonard has a goal. He wants to 
buy a pair of sneakers 

that cost $25. But 
he only gets 
$3 a week for 

his allowance. 
Help Leonard 

make a plan to buy the shoes.

Following your plan, how many weeks 
would it take Leonard to reach his goal?

Make a plan to reach one of your goals!

Throughout 
history, kids 
have often 
asked their 
parents for 
money — 

with limited
success …

You need money? 
Darn! Our money 

tree just died! Oh, brother! 
Will he ever 
get tired of 
that same 
old joke?

Since parents don’t have an 
endless supply of money, 

they sometimes give their kids a 
weekly allowance —a small amount 

of money kids earn by helping 
out around the home!

Sometimes things kids 
want cost more than 

they earn. By learning 
to get through the 

tricky allowance gap, 
kids discover that 

with financial power 
comes financial 
responsibility!

Rats! 
I blew 
all my 

money 
on 

candy!

Yay! 
I saved 
and got 
the fun 
game I 

wanted!

Each week, 
Leonard could 

save
$

Leonard could work for extra 
money by doing chores at home 
and for neighbors. He could earn 

$_________ per week for 
doing extra chores.

weeks

Flip Flops
$5

Backpack
Bear
$4

Squashy
Putty

$2

Combo
Crayons

$3
Video
Game

$29

Rubber
Bracelet

$1

Standards Link: Economics: Students understand that since people cannot have everything they want, they must make choices about making purchases of goods and services.

© 2021 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 37, No. 48

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Learn the definition of grade-level appropriate words.

Use the coin code at right to reveal the answer.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

ALLOWANCE
OBSTACLES
NEIGHBORS
ENDLESS
LIMITED
SUPPLY
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow multiple-step written directions.

Complete the quote below by replacing the missing 
vowels. Use the lines below the quote to write what 
you think this quote means. Then, share what you 

wrote with a parent and talk about it.

“It is g_ _d to h_ve m_n_y 
and the th_ngs that m_n_y 
can b_y, but it’s g_ _d too, 

to ch_ck up once in a 
wh_le and m_k_ s_re 
y_u hav_n’t l_st the 

th_ngs m_ney c_n’t b_y.”

Complete the grid by using all the letters in the word MONEY in each 
vertical and horizontal row. Each letter should only be used once in 
each row. Some spaces have been filled in for you.

I N T R O D U C I N G :



REAL ESTATE
12 ACRES OF LAND for sale 
on Milliken Road near Chapel 
Ridge in Pittsboro, N.C. Great 
location! Only interested buy-
ers need to call. Ask for Twyla 
at 919-545-1265.  N4,11,18,3tp 

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

MOBILE HOME RENTAL
TWO BEDROOM, 1 bath, mobile 
home in Bear Creek area - No 
smoking or pets. Call 919-548-
1332. Leave, name, number & 
message. N4,11,2tp 

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919-
533-6319 for more information, 
TDD #1-800-735-2962, Equal 
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

YARD SALE
YARD SALE - 401 E 3rd St. - 
Lots of household goods, teen 
girl clothes (s), formal dresses, 
small appliances, etc. Satur-
day, November 6th, 7 a.m. to 
12 p.m. N4,1tp              

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, My6,tfnc 

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
My6,tfnc

SERVICES
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
FOOD SERVICES STAFF - 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm Monday-Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. O21,tfnc

CLASS A - CDL DRIVERS, equip-
ment operators and laborers. 
Local Pittsboro grading and 
utility company. Call or text 
919-624-4638. O14,21,28,N4,4tp

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-
fied Nurse Aides – Competitive 
weekly pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases – Total LifeCare, Call 
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South 
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more 
info or to apply. A29,tfnc 

LEGALS

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Estate of Rae E. Brahlek aka 
Rae Eugenie Brahlek
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator CTA of the Estate of RAE 
E. BRAHLEK aka Rae Eugenie 
Brahlek, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 

against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned at 100 
Europa Drive, Suite 271, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina 27517, 
on or before the 15th day of 
January, 2022 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms, 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This is the 14th day of October, 
2021.
Laura Shel Brahlek, Adminis-
trator CTA of the
Estate of Rae E. Brahlek aka
Rae Eugenie Brahlek
Dori J. Dixon
Schell Bray PLLC
Attorney for the Estate
100 Europa Drive, Suite 271
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 
27517

O14,O21,O28,N4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executrix of the Estate 
of ALEXANDRA P. SIMPSON, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at the offices of Till-
man, Whichard & Cagle, PLLC, 
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 
130, Chapel Hill, NC 27514, 
on or before the 14th day of 
January, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 14th day of October, 2021.
ANGELA R. SPONG, EXECUTRIX
ESTATE OF ALEXANDRA P. 
SIMPSON
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC
 501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
 Chapel Hill, NC 27514

O14,O21,O28,N4,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 

against TOBY PACE BRITTS aka 
S. Toby Pace Britts [hereinaf-
ter “Toby Britts”] of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, who 
died on the 6th day of January, 
2021, are notified to present 
them to David R. Frankstone, 
Executor of the Estate of Toby 
Britts in c/o Higgins, Frank-
stone, Graves & Morris, P. A., 
Attorneys for the Estate,1414 
Raleigh Road, Suite 203, Ex-
change West at Meadowmont, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 on 
or before January 20, 2022. 
Failure to present a claim in 
timely fashion will result in 
this Notice being pleaded in 
bar of recovery against the 
estate, the Executor, and the 
devisees of Toby Britts.  Those 
indebted to Toby Britts are 
asked to make prompt pay-
ment to the Estate.
 David R. Frankstone
 Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
 1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
 Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
 Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834

 O14,O21,O28,N4,4tc         

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 582
All persons having claims 
against PATSY WANN HINSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 14th day of January, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 14th day of October, 
2021.
Harold Thomas Hinson, Jr., 
Executor 
506 West 10th St.
Siler City, NC 27344

O14,O21,O28,N4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

21 E 581
All persons having claims 
against AGNES CARROLL PAGE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 14th day of January, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 14th day of October, 
2021.
Jerry G. Page, Administrator 
4169 Old US #1

New Hill, NC 27562 

O14,O21,O28,N4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Deborah W. Neal qualified be-
fore the Chatham County Clerk 
of Court on October 12, 2021 as 
Ancillary Administrator of the 
Estate of EUGENIA WHIT, 9409 
Winter Side Lane, Chattanoo-
ga, TN 27421. This is to notify 
all persons, firms and corpo-
rations, as required by NCGS 
28A-14-1, having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the attorney 
designated below on or before 
the 21st day of January, 2021 
or this notice will be plead in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate will 

please make immediate pay-
ments to the undersigned. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to

Huge Public Estate Auction
Saturday, Nov 13th, 2021, at 10am

1709 US Hwy 64 West Asheboro, NC 
Estates of the late JL & Gertrude Small & (son) 

Cecil Small & Contents of Westside Auto Body shop! 
Brief listing: Vehicles Incl. 86 Chev 20 Conv. Van, 05 Chev Cobalt, 
Midas Motorhome Coach, 69 Avion Alum. Travel Trailer, IH 354 
3Cyl. Diesel tractor, Long 3pt Backhoe & Other 3pt implements, 
Cub Cadet Lawn Tractors, Lots of yard tools, (2) 60 gallon Air 
compressors & others, tire changers, Paint can shaker, torch & 
welders, Frame straightener, Edelbrock intakes & Lots of Auto 
& Racing Parts incl. New auto Sheet Metal, Holley 4 & 2 Barrel 
Carburetors, Craftsmen toolbox’s full of Snap-On, Mac & Rodac 
Tools, Cragar Chrome Rims & Others, 3 large Anvils & blacksmith 
tools, Woodworking tools incl. Craftsman Radial Saw, Table saw, 
Joiner & More! Antiques & Household incl. Victorian Walnut Parlor 
chairs, Pecan, Oak & Mahogany Bdr. Suites, China Hutches & 
Imperial China set, Carnival Glassware, Cast Iron Pots, Stoneware 
incl. Signed ES Craven, Hunting & Outdoor Items incl. Lefever Dbl 
Barrel 20 Ga. Winchester 270, Ruger 9mm, Bond Stainless 45/410 
& Others!! Fishing Rods & Reels & tackle, Camping tent items & 
lots more too much to list! Tremendous number of items!! Selling 
with 2 Auctioneers all day!!

Preview Fri. Nov 12th For Details, More Info & Pics 
visit www.DAANDR.com

Terms: CASH, CREDIT CARD w/3% fee, Local Checks (only) 
without a bank letter of guaranteed payment. 10% Buyers 
Premium & Sales Tax to be collected. ALL ITEMS AS-IS All 

Announcements Precede Ads.

Detweiler Auction & Realty, INC
148 Whip-O-Will Rd Ruffin, NC 27326 
NCAFL# 10015 • Phone 336-848-8165

HUGE PUBLIC AUCTION 
FIREARMS, OTS OF AMMUNITION, COINS, ADVERTISING

(-JWJOH�&TUBUF�/BNF�XJUIIFME�BU�UIF�SFRVFTU�PG�TFMMFS

(LIVE AUCTION, ALL BIDDING TO 

TAKE PLACE IN PERSON) 
Saturday, November 6th at 11am Preview Auction Day 

from 9am till sale time. Siler City NC 
 A   R , S  C  NC M  

MORGAN & PEACE SILVER DOLLARS, LARGE 
PENNIES, FRANKLIN HALVES, PLUS LOTS MORE 

COINS, HENRY 45-70 GOV LEVER ACTION, HENRY 
30-30 WIN LEVER ACTION,HENRY GOLDEN BOY 22 

LR LEVER ACTION, HENRY H001 22 LR LEVER 
ACTION, HENRY EVIL ROY 22LR LEVER ACTION, 

HENRY MOD H006 CB2 BIG BOY COWBOY 44 REM 
MAG/44 SPCL LEVER ACTION,  RUGER 10/22 

CARBINE 22LR WEATHERBY VANGUARD 30-06 BOLT 
ACTION W LEUPOLD SCOPE, SAIGA 410 AK SEMI 

AUTO WITH 2 MAG’S, ALSO,  REMINGTON.  SAVAGE, 
STEYR, ITALIAN GARDONE, HIGH POINT, LUGER, 

TAURUS, HATFIELD, MOSS-BERG,  LOTS OF AMMO: 
30/30, 308, 350 LEGEND, 45-70 GOV, 22 MAGNUM, 

223, 9MM, 17HMR, 12 GA, 20GA, 410 GA, PLUS LOTS 
MORE!! ADVERTISING SIGNS

Please visit for photos and a full list of items: 
A

SCOTT L. HARRIS, AUCTIONEER - BROKER, NCAL #8420

i��Ê�£�®Ê{�n�{äÇÇÊUÊÜÜÜ°�iÀÀÞ�>ÀÀ�Ã�ÕVÌ���°V��ÊUÊ��À�Ê�nänÈ

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

Join the 
News + Record’s Team

Please email resume and 
references to Jason Justice
at jjustice@chathamnr.com

HELP WANTED
Delivery Drivers

The Chatham News + Record 
is seeking part-time drivers 
to assist in the delivery of 
newspapers on Wednesday 

or Thursday mornings. Ability 
to lift 25lbs, work in various 

weather conditions and a 
valid NC drivers license 

is required.
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Sanford Law Group 
M. Andrew Lucas
 P.O. Box 1045
 Sanford, NC 27331-1045

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
21-E-571
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Melissa 
Godwin, having qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate of 
JAMES L. GODWIN, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, this 
is to notify all persons having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 21 day 
of January, 2022, or this notice 
will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 13 day of October, 
2021.
Melissa Godwin, Administrator
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of GAIL ANN RUSSO 
deceased of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
Estate of the decedent to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned 
at 523 Keisler Drive, Suite 102, 
Cary, North Carolina 27518 on 
or before January 22, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at 
the undersigned address.
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Susan Feaman, Executor
c/o Ann-Margaret Alexander, 
Attorney at Law
523 Keisler Drive, Suite 102
Cary, NC 27518
(Phone): (919) 380-1001
(Fax): (919) 380-4099 

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 589
All persons having claims 
against JUDITH H. AKRIDGE 
AKA JUDITH VIANNE AKRIDGE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 21st day of January, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Bill Akridge, Executor
182 Old Lystra Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 374
All persons having claims 
against ALFRED PAUL DE LA 
HOUSSAYE, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
January, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Brianna Marie De La Houssaye,
Administrator
84 Kirkman’s Ford Rd
Siler City, NC 27344

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 524
All persons having claims 
against RICHARD M. CHAD-
WICK AKA RICHARD MERRITT 
CHADWICK deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
January, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Carol Lee Chadwick, Executrix
625 Bloomsbury Place
Cary, NC 27519  

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 233
All persons having claims 
against EUNICE PEOPLES 
AKA EUNICE PEOPLES JR. ,  
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 21st day of January, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Eulishia Spruiell, Executrix
799 Mays Chapel Rd.

Bear Creek, N.C. 
27207 O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 607
All persons having claims 
against CATHERINE MARGA-
RET MILLER, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
January, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 

are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Linda C. Page, Administrator
697 Pea Ridge Rd
New Hill, NC 27562

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-601
All persons having claims 
against ALBERT LARRY 
STERLING, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
January, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021. 
Shanda Bytomski, Executor
c/o Hemphill Gelder, PC
PO Box 31205 
Raleigh, NC 27622

O21,O28,N4,N11,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of DIMITRIOS I. VARELAS, 
deceased of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, on the 18th day 
of October, 2021, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against 
said estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the office 
of the attorney for the estate 
on or before the 30th day of 
January, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
This 28th day of October, 2021. 
Georgina Varelas-Ruiz and 
John Peter Varelas, 
Co-Personal Representatives
c/o Catherine L. Wilson, Attor-
ney for the Estate 
McPherson, Rocamora, Nichol-
son, Wilson & Hinkle, PLLC 
3211 Shannon Road, Suite 400
 Durham, NC 27707.

 O28,N4,N11,N18,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 615
All persons having claims 
against FRANCES P. DOWD, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 28th day of January, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Phillip David Dowd, Adminis-
trator CTA
1107 Phillips Ave
Siler City, NC 27344

O28,N4,N11,N18,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 487
All persons having claims 
against NELLIE COX TILLMAN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 28th day of January, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
RICHARD TILLMAN, Adminis-
trator
P.O. Box 34
Gulf, NC 27256

O28,N4,N11,N18,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 606
All persons having claims 
against JAMES WINFRED 
COOPER, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 28th day of January, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 21st day of October, 
2021.
Co-Executrix
1. Sherry Foust
    6118 Monnett Road
    Julian, NC 27283
2. Susan Kitterman
    695 Old Castle Dr
    Randleman, NC 27317 

O28,N4,N11,N18,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
2020 CVS 600
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
 ARJUN YERUBANDI, A Minor, 
By and Through His Guardian 
ad Litem, 
JOSEPH B. CHAMBLISS, JR., 
and VIJAY YERUBANDI,
   Plaintiffs,  v.
SHELDON L. GUNNELL; QIRONG 
GUO; and PENINSULA AT 
AMBERLY HOMEOWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC., 
   Defendants.
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PUBLI-
CATION
TO: QIRONG GUO:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a pleading seeking relief 
against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action. 
The nature of the relief being 
sought is the recovery of mon-
etary damages for personal 
injuries sustained in a dog bite 
which occurred on 6/7/2020 in 
Cary, North Carolina.  You are 
required to make a defense 
to such pleading no later than 
12/7/2021, said date being 40 
days from the first publication 
of this notice; and, upon your 
failure to do so, the party 
seeking service against you 

will apply to the Court for the 
relief sought. 
This 28th day of October, 2021.
WHITLEY LAW FIRM
By: /s/ Mathew S. Bissette  
State Bar # 53809
3301 Benson Drive, Suite 120
Raleigh, NC 27609
Telephone: (919) 785-5000 
msb@whitleylawfirm.com

O28,N4,N11,3tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified on the 22nd day of Octo-
ber, 2021 as Executrix, of the 
Estate of LEONARD CUTLER, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 28th day of 
January, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 28th day of October, 2021.
Betsy A. Cutler, Executrix of 
the 
Estate of Leonard Cutler
  PO Box 51579
  Durham, NC  27717-1579
G. Rhodes Craver, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707

O28,N4,N11,N18,4tc

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, November 8, 2021 at 
7:00 PM via Zoom to consider 
the following item:
1. Proposed Rezoning: 
Pittsboro Place WEH, LP is 
requesting to rezone a total 
of approximately 212.72 acres 
from M-2 Manufacturing 
District (Heavy Industrial) 
to MUPD (Multi-Use Planned 
Development) for a maximum 
of 900 residential units (single 
family and/or townhome and/
or multi-family) and/or up to 
50,000 square feet of non-res-
idential development, located 
on 22 properties including 
Parcel ID 7317, 60741, 81979, 
83078, 83080, 83081, 83082, 
83083, 83084, 85076, 87604, 
87605, 87606, 87607, 87608, 
87609, 87610, 87611, 87612, 
87613, 87614, and 73513. The 
properties are located south 
of the intersection of Business 
64 / East Street and Industrial 
Park Drive. The future exten-
sion of Lorax Drive traverses 
the property from east to west 
and the future extension of 
Industrial Park Drive traverses 
the property to south. The 
properties are owned by Pitts-
boro Place WEH, LP. 
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to provide interest-
ed parties with an opportunity 
to comment on the request. 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
MAY BE MADE FOLLOWING 
THE PUBLIC HEARING. The 
complete records are on file at 
the Town Planning Department 
located at 480 Hillsboro Street, 
Suite 400, and are available 
for inspection through e-mail. 
Please give reasonable notice 
to the Pittsboro Planning 
Department at (919) 533-
5480 if accommodations for 
individuals with disabilities or 
impairments are required.
The meeting will be held 
via Zoom, a teleconference 
software. Instructions on how 
to join the Zoom Meeting 
can be found on the Town’s 
website at www.pittsboronc.
gov. Please sign up with the 
Town Clerk, Cassie Bullock 
by 4:00 p.m. on November 8, 
2021 if you wish to participate. 
If you wish to make written 
comments, please send them 
to the Town Clerk, Cassie 
Bullock, PO Box 759, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312 or via email at Cbull-
ock@pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. 
on November 8, 2021.  

O28,N4,2tc

AMENDED NOTICE OF FORE-
CLOSURE SALE  
20 SP 87
Under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in a 
certain Deed of Trust made 
by FRED T. McKEE (PRESENT 
RECORD OWNER(S): Fred T. 
McKee, Heirs of Fred T. McKee: 
Wayne T. McKee, George McK-
ee, David McKee) to PRLAP, 
Inc., Trustee(s), dated January 
2, 2009, and recorded in Book 
No. 01442, at Page 0483 in Cha-
tham County Registry, North 
Carolina, default having been 
made in the payment of the 
promissory note secured by 
the said Deed of Trust and the 
undersigned, Substitute Trust-
ee Services, Inc. having been 
substituted as Trustee in said 
Deed of Trust by an instrument 
duly recorded in the Office of 
the Register of Deeds Chatham 
County, North Carolina and the 
holder of the note evidencing 
said indebtedness having 
directed that the Deed of Trust 
be foreclosed, the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will offer 
for sale at the courthouse 
door in Pittsboro, Chatham 
County, North Carolina, or the 
customary location designated 
for foreclosure sales, at 1:30 
PM on November 18, 2021 and 
will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash the following real 
estate situated in New Hill in 
the County of Chatham, North 
Carolina, and being more par-
ticularly described as follows: 
All that real property situated 
in the County of Chatham, 
State of North Carolina: Being 
the same property conveyed to 
the Grantor by deed recorded 
10/10/1983 in Book 464, Page 
444 Chatham County Regis-
try, to which deed reference 
is hereby made for a more 
particular description of this 
property.  Together with im-
provements located thereon; 
said property being located at 
2311 New Elam Church Road, 
New Hill, North Carolina.

Parcel ID: 0005779
Trustee may, in the Trustee’s 
sole discretion, delay the sale 
for up to one hour as provided 
in N.C.G.S. §45-21.23.
Should the property be pur-
chased by a third party, that 
party must pay the excise tax, 
as well as the court costs of 
Forty-Five Cents ($0.45) per 
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) 
required by N.C.G.S. §7A-308(a)
(1).
The property to be offered 
pursuant to this notice of 
sale is being offered for sale, 
transfer and conveyance “AS 
IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Trustee nor the holder of the 
note secured by the deed of 
trust/security agreement, or 
both, being foreclosed, nor the 
officers, directors, attorneys, 
employees, agents or autho-
rized representative of either 
the Trustee or the holder of the 
note make any representation 
or warranty relating to the title 
or any physical, environmen-
tal, health or safety conditions 
existing in, on, at or relating to 
the property being offered for 
sale, and any and all respon-
sibilities or liabilities arising 
out of or in any way relating 
to any such condition are ex-
pressly disclaimed.  Also, this 
property is being sold subject 
to all taxes, special assess-
ments, and prior liens or prior 
encumbrances of record and 
any recorded releases.  Said 
property is also being sold 
subject to applicable Federal 
and State laws.
A deposit of five percent (5%) 
of the purchase price, or seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), 
whichever is greater, is re-
quired and must be tendered 
in the form of certified funds 
at the time of the sale.
If the trustee is unable to con-
vey title to this property for 
any reason, the sole remedy of 
the purchaser is the return of 
the deposit. Reasons of such 
inability to convey include, but 
are not limited to, the filing of 
a bankruptcy petition prior to 
the confirmation of the sale 
and reinstatement of the loan 
without the knowledge of 
the trustee. If the validity of 
the sale is challenged by any 
party, the trustee, in its sole 
discretion, if it believes the 
challenge to have merit, may 
request the court to declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit. The purchaser will 
have no further remedy.
Additional Notice for Resi-
dential Property with Less 
than 15 rental units, including 
Single-Family Residential Real 
Property
An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 45-21.29 
in favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the clerk of 
superior court of the county in 
which the property is sold.
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or after October 1, 
2007, may after receiving the 
notice of foreclosure sale, ter-
minate the rental agreement 
by providing written notice of 
termination to the landlord, to 
be effective on a date stated 
in the notice that is at least 
10 days but not more than 90 
days, after the sale date con-
tained in this notice of sale, 
provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at 
the time the tenant provides 
the notice of termination.  
Upon termination of a rental 
agreement, the tenant is liable 
for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the ef-
fective date of the termination.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SER-
VICES, INC.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE
c/o Hutchens Law Firm
P.O. Box 1028
4317 Ramsey Street
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
28311
Phone No: (910) 864-3068
https://sales.hutchenslawfirm.
com
Firm Case No: 3595 - 10137
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NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
SALE
21 SP 89
Under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in a 
certain Deed of Trust made 
by BARBARA K. SMITHER aka 
Barbara Smither (PRESENT 
RECORD OWNER(S): Barbara K. 
Smither) to M. Patricia Oliver, 
Trustee(s), dated February 28, 
2008, and recorded in  Book 
No. 01388, at Page 0618 in Cha-
tham County Registry, North 
Carolina, default having been 
made in the payment of the 
promissory note secured by 
the said Deed of Trust and the 
undersigned, Substitute Trust-
ee Services, Inc. having been 
substituted as Trustee in said 
Deed of Trust by an instrument 
duly recorded in the Office of 
the Register of Deeds Chatham 
County, North Carolina and the 
holder of the note evidencing 
said indebtedness having 
directed that the Deed of Trust 
be foreclosed, the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will offer 
for sale at the courthouse 
door in Pittsboro, Chatham 
County, North Carolina, or the 
customary location designated 
for foreclosure sales, at 1:30 
PM on November 18, 2021 and 
will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash the following real 
estate situated in Bear Creek 
in the County of Chatham, 
North Carolina, and being 
more particularly described as 
follows:
Being all of Lot 2, contain-
ing 5.96 acres, more or less, 
according to a survey entitled 
“Final Plat Property of Barbara 
K. Smithyer”, dated January 
3, 2008, prepared by Carolina 
Cornerstone Surveying & Land 
Design, recorded in Plat Slide 
2008-46, Chatham County Reg-
istry, to which plat reference 
is hereby made for greater cer-
tainty of description.  Together 
with improvements located 
thereon; said property being 
located at 796 Roscoe Road, 
Bear Creek, North Carolina.

Trustee may, in the Trustee’s 
sole discretion, delay the sale 
for up to one hour as provided 
in N.C.G.S. §45-21.23.
Should the property be pur-
chased by a third party, that 
party must pay the excise tax, 
as well as the court costs of 
Forty-Five Cents ($0.45) per 
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) 
required by N.C.G.S. §7A-308(a)
(1).
The property to be offered 
pursuant to this notice of 
sale is being offered for sale, 
transfer and conveyance “AS 
IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Trustee nor the holder of the 
note secured by the deed of 
trust/security agreement, or 
both, being foreclosed, nor the 
officers, directors, attorneys, 
employees, agents or autho-
rized representative of either 
the Trustee or the holder of the 
note make any representation 
or warranty relating to the title 
or any physical, environmen-
tal, health or safety conditions 
existing in, on, at or relating to 
the property being offered for 
sale, and any and all respon-
sibilities or liabilities arising 
out of or in any way relating 
to any such condition are ex-
pressly disclaimed.  Also, this 
property is being sold subject 
to all taxes, special assess-
ments, and prior liens or prior 
encumbrances of record and 
any recorded releases.  Said 
property is also being sold 
subject to applicable Federal 
and State laws.
A deposit of five percent (5%) 
of the purchase price, or seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), 
whichever is greater, is re-
quired and must be tendered 
in the form of certified funds 
at the time of the sale.
If the trustee is unable to con-
vey title to this property for 
any reason, the sole remedy of 
the purchaser is the return of 
the deposit. Reasons of such 
inability to convey include, but 
are not limited to, the filing of 
a bankruptcy petition prior to 
the confirmation of the sale 
and reinstatement of the loan 
without the knowledge of 
the trustee. If the validity of 
the sale is challenged by any 
party, the trustee, in its sole 
discretion, if it believes the 
challenge to have merit, may 
request the court to declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit. The purchaser will 
have no further remedy.
Additional Notice for Resi-
dential Property with Less 
than 15 rental units, including 
Single-Family Residential Real 
Property
An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 45-21.29 
in favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the clerk of 
superior court of the county in 
which the property is sold.
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or after October 1, 
2007, may after receiving the 
notice of foreclosure sale, ter-
minate the rental agreement 
by providing written notice of 
termination to the landlord, to 
be effective on a date stated 
in the notice that is at least 
10 days but not more than 90 
days, after the sale date con-
tained in this notice of sale, 
provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at 
the time the tenant provides 
the notice of termination.  
Upon termination of a rental 
agreement, the tenant is liable 
for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the ef-
fective date of the termination.

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SER-
VICES, INC.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE
c/o Hutchens Law Firm
P.O. Box 1028
4317 Ramsey Street
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
28311
Phone No: (910) 864-3068
https://sales.hutchenslawfirm.
com
Firm Case No: 4993 - 18917 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  

COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 20 JT 60
IN RE: “D.C.”
DOB: 4/16/09
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PRO-
CESS OF PUBLICATION
TO:  Marcus Shaw/Biological 
father/unknown father of 
the above male child, born 
in Asheboro, NC to Melissa 
Callihan
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Petition has been filed to 
terminate your parental rights 
to the above-referenced minor 
child. You have forty days 
from 11/4/21, the first date 
of publication of this Notice 
to respond to said Petition by 
filing a written answer to the 
petition with the Chatham 
Clerk of Court. Your parental 
rights to the juvenile may and 
will be terminated upon failure 
to answer the petitions within 
the time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed 
previously in an abuse, neglect 
or dependency proceeding 
and still representing you 
shall continue to represent 
you.  If you are indigent and 
not already represented by 
an attorney, you are entitled 
to a court-appointed attorney 
by contacting the Chatham 
County Clerk of Court. 
STEPHENSON & FLEMING, 
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ANGENETTE STEPHEN-
SON, Attorney for Petitioner
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPART-
MENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr., Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 18 JT 62
IN RE: “A.R.”
DOB: 9/29/17
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PRO-
CESS OF PUBLICATION
TO:  Biological father/Father/
unknown father of the above 
male child, born in Orange 
County, NC to Shakita Robin-
son.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Petition has been filed to 
terminate your parental rights 
to the above-referenced minor 
child. You have forty days 
from 11/4/21, the first date 
of publication of this Notice 
to respond to said Petition by 
filing a written answer to the 
petition with the Chatham 
Clerk of Court. Your parental 
rights to the juvenile may/will 
be terminated upon failure to 
answer the petition within the 
time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed 
previously in an abuse, neglect 
or dependency proceeding 
and still representing you 
shall continue to represent 
you.  If you are indigent and 
not already represented by 

Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

2ND & 3RD SHIFT
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm for 
appointment to complete application 

and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Seeking bilingual professional to join our growing 
team! Our agency is growing and we need several 
full and part-time team members. If you are motivated 
by problem solving, supporting the community and 
providing exceptional customer service- Join our team!  
We offer a fast-paced environment with excellent 
income potential and GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES! 

Requirements include:
• Excellent communications skills-written, listening 
and verbal 
• Enthusiasm for supporting customers and community
• Detail oriented with exceptional organizational skills 
• Ability to work in a team environment

Email resume to: Connie@theconniefennerway.com
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an attorney, you are entitled 
to a court-appointed attorney 
by contacting the Chatham 
County Clerk of Court. 
STEPHENSON & FLEMING, 
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ANGENETTE STEPHEN-
SON, Attorney for Petitioner, 
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPART-
MENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr., Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against AILEEN MCGUIRE, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 

N.C., are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before February 4th, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This 4th day of November, 
2021.
  Maureen Bonanno, Executor
  Estate of Aileen McGuire
c/o Roberson Law Firm
1829 E. Franklin St., Ste. 800C
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  
A public hearing will be held 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Monday, 
November 15, 2021, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. The hearing will 
be held in the courtroom of 

the Historic Courthouse in 
Pittsboro, North Carolina at 9 
Hillsboro Street.
Additional information is avail-
able at the Chatham County 
Planning Department office. 
Speakers are requested to sign 
up at the meeting prior to the 
hearing. You may also sign up 
on the county website prior to 
the meeting at www.chatham-
countync.gov by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners. 
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below:
Testimony is required to be 
given under oath during the 
evidentiary hearing for the 
following item: Quasi-Judicial 
Request:
1. A quasi-judicial public 
hearing for a request by Baker, 
Donelson on behalf of Cellco 
Partnership dba Verizon Wire-
less for a new telecommuni-
cations tower on Parcel No. 
10843 located at 5914 NC 87 
N. A waiver from the 199 feet 
maximum is also requested to 
increase the height to no more 
than 300 feet.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions 
or comments concerning 
these issues, please call the 
Chatham County Planning 
Department at 542-8204 or 
write to P.O. Box 54, Pittsboro 
N.C.  27312.
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TOWN OF SILER CITY LEGISLA-
TIVE HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a legislative hear-
ing on Nov. 15, 2021 at 6:30 
pm in the multipurpose room 
of the Wren Memorial Library 
located at 500 N. 2nd Ave. 
Legislative hearing and Board 
discussion will be conducted 

on the following requests:
1) Town of Siler City proposes 
the following text amend-
ments to the UDO: §170 
Building Setback Requirement 
(street setback reduction for 
certain single-family dwell-
ings).
2) Town of Siler City proposes 
the following text amend-
ments to the UDO: §255 Defini-
tions (cantilever roof, flat roof, 
parapet wall, pitched roof, roof 
frontage, roof ridge), §257 Pro-
hibited Signs (roof signs), §274 
Special Provisions For Certain 
Signs (roof signs).
3) Town of Siler City proposes 
the following text amend-
ments to the UDO: §18 Defi-
nitions (recreational vehicle, 
recreational vehicle site), §136 
Uses Defined (recreational 
vehicle park, travel trailer), 
§139 Permissible Uses and 
Specific Exclusions (recre-
ational vehicle), §147 Table of 
Permissible Uses (recreational 
vehicle), §158 Recreational 
Vehicle Park, §279 Parking 
Requirement (recreational 
vehicle park), §299 Table of 
Screening Requirements and 
Land Use Classification Table 
(recreational vehicle park).
The proposed items are avail-
able for review by contacting 
the Planning and Community 
Development Director at 
jmeadows@silercity.org or 
919-742-2323. All persons in-
terested in the outcome of the 
items are invited to attend the 
legislative hearing and present 
comments, testimony, and ex-
hibits on the above referenced 
item. The Planning Board will 
meet on Nov. 8 @ 6:30 pm to 
consider a recommendation to 
the Board of Commissioners.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, 
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, 
or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 

Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625, 
311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for 
this request. Esta información 
está disponible en español o 
en cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Nancy Hannah al 
nhannah@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.

N4,N11,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Admin-
istrator CTA of the Estate of 
LESTER ROGERS late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 2nd day of 
February, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 29th day of October, 
2021.
  Jeffrey N. Rogers, Administra-
tor CTA of 
  The Estate of Lester Rogers
   P.O. Box 415
   Siler City, North Carolina  
27344
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE FOR 
THE TOWN OF SILER CITY 

Proposed Changes To The 
Town’s Voting Districts
The Town of Siler City Board 
of Commissioners is required 
to adjust its voting districts 
for board members after each 
federal census to ensure that 
the population of each district 
is substantially equal. The 
public will have the opportu-
nity to share input with the 
Board of Commissioners about 
its proposed plan to revise 
election districts at 6:30 p.m. 
on November 15, 2021, in the 
multipurpose room of the 
Wren Memorial Library, locat-
ed at 500 North 2nd Avenue in 
Siler City, North Carolina.  The 
proposed redistricting plans 
will be available for review in 
advance of the public input 
session in the lobby of Wren 
Memorial Library, during 
normal library hours, located 
at 500 North 2nd Avenue, Siler 
City, North Carolina and on 
the town’s website at www.
silercity.org. 
For information about this 
public hearing, please contact 
Town Clerk Jenifer Johnson at 
jjohnson@silercity.org or 919-
742-4731.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
OF FARREL F. POTTS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
FARREL F. POTTS, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit them 
to Gregory Herman-Giddens, 
as Executor of the decedent’s 
estate on or before February 4, 
2022, c/o Gregory Herman-Gid-
dens, Attorney at Law, 8889 
Pelican Bay Boulevard, Suite 
400, Naples, FL 34108, or be 
barred from their recovery.  
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment to the above named 
Executor.
This the 4th day of November, 
2021.
  Gregory Herman-Giddens, 
Executor
  c/o Gregory Herman-Giddens, 
Atty.
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & 
Holt, P.A.
8889 Pelican Bay Boulevard, 
Suite 400
Naples, FL  34018
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
15-E-358
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Bruce 
Lawrence, having qualified 
as Administrator CTA of the 
Estate of
RICHARD HUGH BROWNE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
27th day of January, 2022, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 4th day of November, 
2021.
Bruce Lawrence
c/o Shanelle K. Edmonds, 
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
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CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 27th 
day of October 2021, as Exec-
utrix of the Estate of HELEN 
WARREN, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the decedent 
to exhibit the same to the un-
dersigned on or before the 2nd 
day of February 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to the estate should make 
immediate payment.
This the 4th day of November 
2021.
Denise Kustka, Executrix of the 
Estate of  Helen Warren     
  925 Strathorn Drive    
  Cary, NC 27519
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330
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NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 21st day of 
October, 2021, as Limited 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of AUGUSTA ANNA 
MYLROIE, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 4th 
day of February, 2022, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This 4th day of November, 20
21.                                                                         
Linda M. Danieley, 
Limited Personal Representa-
tive of the
Estate of Augusta Anna 
Mylroie
 Post Office Box 57579
Durham, North Carolina  27717                                                                       
Julia G. Henry
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 591
All persons having claims 
against JACKSON GIBBS 
HITCHCOCK,  deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of 
February, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 2nd day of November, 
2021
Amanda Suttle Hitchcock, 
Executrix   
100 Della St
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
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*With 36-month monitoring contract. Early termination and installation fees apply. Reward card issued 
by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC. Card terms and expiration apply. For full terms, see below.

*$100 ADT Visa Reward Card: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $28.99/mo. (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $695.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. 
Requires minimum purchase price of $449. One (1) Visa Reward Card valued at $100 is redeemable seven (7) days after system is installed, wherein an email is sent to the customer’s email address 
associated with their account with a promo code. The customer must validate the promo code on the website provided in the email and a physical card will be sent in the mail. Installation must occur 
within 60 days of off er expiration date to receive card. Applicable to new and resale sale types only. Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash 
access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply.  
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices 
and off ers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos 
are for illustrative purposes only. 
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. 
Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. Licenses: 
AL 233, 234, 458, 506, 1519, CA ACO7155, 974443, PPO120288; FL EF0001121; LA F1639, F1640, F1643, F1654; MA 172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina; 
2736-CSA, 2397-CSA, 2381-CSA; NJ Burg & Fire Business Lic. #34BF00048300, 200 East Park, Ste. 200, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054; NY 12000305615; PA 090797; MS 1501951. DF-CD-NP-Q421

Call today to speak with a home security expert

1-844-850-9218

BONUS†
$100 value

ADT Visa Reward Card

Call to get an ADT Security System + 
Get a $100 ADT Visa Reward Card FREE*

ADT’s 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved
ones are safe  –  whether you’re out and about or in the next room.

FREE*

$100 ADT Visa
Reward Card

Find the right senior 
living option with our 
personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by 
our participating communities and 
providers.

1-833-658-8691

&Best of Live TV 
& On Demand

No annual 
contract required

84
See below for details.

CHOICE ™ Package 

$ 99
mo
+ Tax.

The price you see is the price you pay. No hidden fees.

NOW get unlimited hours of Cloud DVR recordings for $10/mo.1

Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your 
TVs, tablets, smartphones and other connected devices.2

1Data connection req’d. Recordings expire after 90 days. In a series recording, max 30 episodes stored (oldest deleted first which may be in less than 90 days). Restr’s apply. 2AT&T recommends a minimum Internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. All 20 
AT&T streams must be on the same home network and a compatible router is required. Certain channels are excluded. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home AT&T streams. Restrictions apply. See att.com/20streams for details. AT&T TV requires high speed Internet. AT&T 
recommends a minimum Internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. AT&T TV: Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your AT&T TV service renews monthly at the prevailing rate, 
charged to your payment method on file unless you cancel. Once you’ve canceled, you can access AT&T TV through the remaining monthly period. New customers who cancel service in the first 14 days will receive a full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits for 
any partial-month periods or unwatched content. AT&T TV Device: AT&T TV device for well-qualified customers $5/mo. each for 24 mos. on 0% APR installment agreement; otherwise $120 each. Non-qualified customers must 
purchase devices up-front. Purchased devices may be returned within 14 days for a full refund. Devices purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. See cancellation policy at att.com/help/cancellation-policy-att-tv.html for more 
details. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subject to blackout restrictions. Subject to AT&T TV terms and conditions (see att.com/legal/att-tv.html). Pricing, channels, features, and terms are subject to 
change & may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. See att.com/tv for details. ©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual 
Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

(855) 548-9839

Call your AT&T Dealer today!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

Stream Friends exclusively on HBO Max.

Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.

Stream FriendsFriendsF exclusively on HBO Max.

Our Exclusive Streaming Device sold separately.

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.
The AmeriGlide Rave 2 stair lift is
the ideal solution for anyone:

Who struggles with using the stairs
That is worried about risking a fall
Who wants to access all of their home

1-888-618-0918
Call now to save on a Rave 2 stair lift!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/15/21.1-855-376-8603
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499

ORDER NOW! 1.833.634.1814 ask for 65658LBH

OmahaSteaks.com/thegift1040

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 
8 free (5.3 oz.) Filet Mignon Burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes (65658). Free product(s) 
may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Off er available while supplies last. Cannot be combined 

with other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. Expires 12/31/21. ©2021 OCG  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.  

The Delightful Gift
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)

4 Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

1 jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)

8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)

65658LBH   separately $223.93*

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE $9999

FREE
Get 8 PureGroundTM

Filet Mignon Burgers

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

Online Auction, 590+/-Acres 
of Surplus Agricultural & 
Commercial Real Estate in 
Pitt & Beaufort Counties, 
NC, Begins Closing 11/16 at 
5pm, Inspections at buyers 
leisure, ironhorseauction.com, 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

Online Only Auction, 
Commercial Building and Lots, 
Troy, NC, Montgomery County, 
Begins Closing 11/16 at 3pm, 
See Website for Inspections, 
i r o n h o r s e a u c t i o n . c o m , 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

EARN YOUR HOSPITALITY 
DEGREE ONLINE! Earn 
your Associates Degree 
ONLINE with CTI! Great 
career advancement with 
the right credentials! Learn 
who’s hiring! Call 833-990-
0354. The Mission, Program 
Information and Tuition is 
located at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-579-0885

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call:833-987-0207

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Call 
for free consultation: 844-250-
7899. Ask about our specials!

White-Glove Service from 
America’s Top Movers. Fully 
insured and bonded. Let us 
take the stress out of your 
out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 
Months! 866-501-1596

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up to 
50%! Get one LOW affordable 
payment/month. Reduce 
interest. Stop calls.  FREE 
no-obligation consultation Call 
888-841-0674

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help 
stop Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney and Get 
the Help You NEED! Call NOW 
844-404-0601

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!!  FAST 
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax 
deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. 
Your car donation could save a 
life. 888-641-9690

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving!  
Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 866-985-1738

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
KIDS!  Fast Free Pickup - 
Running or Not - 24 Hour 
Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation - Help Find Missing 
Kids! Call 888-908-0664

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today!  1-888-618-0918

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 
1-855-658-2057

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-844-
938-0700

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your 
Favorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 
12months. Stream on 20 
devices at once in your home. 
HBO Max FREE for 1 yr (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.) 
Call for more details today! 
(some restrictions apply) Call 
IVS 1-855-548-9839

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. 
If you have suffered a serious 
injury in an auto accident, call 
us! Our attorneys have the 
experience to get you the full 
compensation you deserve! 
Call Now: 844-545-8296

Offering an office building and 
adjacent lot off I-95 in Smithfield 
at Auction Wednesday, 
November 10th 11 AM. Visit 
www.johnsonproperties.com 
or call 919-639-2231 for info, 
NCAL#7340

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Statewide Classified
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No Plan Premium! Yes that is right, with 

Alignment Health Plan AVA (PPO) plans you 

would have a $0 monthly plan premium.

Hospital Covered Covered

Medical Covered Covered

Prescription drugs Covered Covered

Access of seeing a 
doctor outside of your 
plan’s network

No
(unless 

authorized)
YES

Freedom of seeing any 
specialist outside of your 
plan’s network

No
(limited by 
a doctor’s 
referral)

YES
(without

a referral)

HMO MAPD
PLANS

AVA PPO
PLANS

AVA PPO Plans*:
Increased Access, 
Freedom, and Flexibility

AVA PPO plans also have lower copays for seeing a doctor 
and/or specialist in our Preferred Provider (PPO) Network

Duke
)FBMUI

Mission
)FBMUI

UNC
)FBMUI

Atrium Health Wake�
'PSFTU�#BQUJTU

Wake.FE

O U R P R E F E R R E D P ROVI D E R  (P P O)  N E T WO R K I N CLU D E S :

Get the care and support you deserve today!
Call us or visit us online to enroll today.

1-888-552-0146 (TTY 711)
8am to 8pm, seven days a week

alignmenthealthplan.com/planinfo

ACCE SS  THE
D I FFEREN CE

 you 

Covered

Covered

Covered

YES

AVA PPO
PLANS

Freedom of seeing any 
specialist outside of your 
plan’s network

No
(limited by 
a doctor’s 
referral)

AVA PPO plans also have lower copays for seeing a doctor 
and/or specialist in our Preferred Provider (PPO) Network

YES
(without

a referral)

 for seeing a doctor 
and/or specialist in our Preferred Provider (PPO) Network
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Thu 11/11 • 1:00 pm

Golden Corral

3424 Capital Blvd

Raleigh

Tue 11/16 • 11:00 am Thu 12/2 • 1:00 pm Tue 12/7 • 11:00 am

Golden Corral Golden Corral Golden Corral

3424 Capital Blvd 3424 Capital Blvd 3424 Capital Blvd

Raleigh Raleigh Raleigh


